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Steps toan
Assassina

3 by Mark Lane
During the last"
weeks,Abby -
MannandI - ¢
have conducted
an intensive
investigation
into the murder of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. While that
investigation continues O
- § and pending a full report to
the relevant members of the Congress, certain
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y concern with the murder
of Dr. King . was imme-
diate. Within days after he
was killed on - April4, 1968,
I traveled to Memphis,
Tennessee, 1o interview
“.. witnesses. | spent - considerable time withr
. Charles Q Stephens, the one person the
Department of Tustice later developed as the
key witness of substance against James Earl

- Ray. When I saw Stephens, the federal and
. local police were allegedly searching only for
Eric Galt (their initial suspect), so that I could
not ask Stephens if the man he saw fleeing
from the scene with a riffe in his hand was in
fact James Earl Ray. Yet the description that
Stephens gave me precluded the possibility
{hat he had seen Ray. Later Stephens was
jailed as 2 material witness.
The woman who operated the boarding
bouse from which the shot was allegedly fired

and who had rented a room to the presumed

\
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rifleman nevér identified Ray as the man who

had rented the room. My concern turned to
suspicion regarding the case against Rayas the
lone killer, as the evidence seemed to indicate
the unlikelihood of that proposition; particu-
larly as Ray himself, in opencourt, announced.
that there had been a-conspiracy ta kill Dr.
King. At that time I was still probing the facts

“surrounding the assassination of President

Kennedy and was anxious to avoid the
discrediting prefix, assassination buff, which
by then had begun to precede. my name
whenever it appeared. 1 confess 1 was guided
far too much by image and too little by
principled commitment as I decided that
someone else would
analyze the facts.

A few months ago, when for the first time
those who had beenclose to Dr: King beganto
encourage a serious investigation into. the
facts, [ went to Memphis again. What : 1
discovered there should, and T think probably

will, result in an investigation by Congress

- LILRICL ERAENgy WA T 000 lunl.n )
investigation confinues s
and pending a full report to_ .

. assassin,

. New. Investigation . - -

surely examine and -

the relevant members of the Congress, certain
information should not be shared. However, I believe
that there is sufficient information now available to
prove beyond doubt, that Dr. King’s assassination 3.
was the result ofa conspiracy; that persons associat-
ed with the FBL took decisive actions beforethe -
murder, which had the bffect of permitting the

after he killed Dr. King, to leave the scene™
undetected; and that those inthe FBIwho had said
that they wanted Dr. King to die were charged by the
United States government with conducting the entire

investigation into his death.

into the conspiracy to kill Dr. King and the .
peculiar role played by the FBlLin the events
surrounding’ that crime. .

with optimism regarding an investigation ints
the murder of Dr. King and the FBI cover-uj
omEunntn:EnwEﬁu:nn»_w&maSF
. changing set of circumstances. The power
the Congress has shifted from those wh
obsequiously sought to be solicitous of Ser
Kennedy’s concerm, regardless of the e
. pressed wishes of their own constituents. Th
- Although more thanw 100 members of the _wish to be closc to the throne is no longt
House of Representatives have sponsored operating to the detriment of an open an
resolutions calling for an investigation by a public investigation, since the New York Cit
. Select Committee into the assassination of convention a.nBo_..mpB"an that Sen. Kennec
President Kennedy, 2 few lcaders, including will not occupy that position. The power ba
Phillip Burton (D.~Calif), Richard Bolling in the Congress has moved, as the promine
(D:-Mo.), and Thomas P. O'Neil,.Jr. (D~ members in the House manecuver for leade
Mass.), speaking, they say, on behalf of the ship positions, to those who have support:
Kennedy family, have prevented the Congress and who are relied upon by Jimmy Carts
from voting on the question. Presumably we Perhaps cven more important than this sh

would know much less about Watergate hag and complimentary to itis the fact that there

Richard - Nixon's family suggested to the the Black Caucus,an organized and effecti
force in the House that may demand -

Senate that -they would be discomforted by
investigation into the murder of Dr. King v

that investigation. :
Can one then’ look toward the Congress &5 the facts are dcveloped.

Why the Time Is Emrn fora
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o -, Steps to King’s Assassination

N L ui_gomm Stripping *

.:" On April 3,-1968, an observer could have
. safely, although as it turned-out, erroneously, -
e -predicted that during the foliowing day four
;= <. %7 black men, employed by the city of Memphis,
©7e o would-have ‘been. present near the Lorraine
. Motel. =~ T . >
- Floyd New i man, had
been_assigt ~a fire_company at Fire
Station Two, just ‘a few yards from the
" Lorraine Motel balcohy on,which Dr. King
. was ‘murdered. Newsum'was a-vigorous and
.._consistent .supporter-of the stfuggle of the

Redditt recalled the scene of their
-arrival. “We were_sitting ‘therein .
the car with the radio on. Sitting
right in front of my house. I was
§=§l:ﬂ.§=:§ was all about
and what was_happening at the
Lorraine - Motel in' my absence
“‘when -an -unnouricer “interrupted
“"-the broadcast to-announce that

" Dr. King had just been shot.”

- qu.:—mc:. wobkers on whose behalf Dr. King Dr. King speaking at ,D,-ienm High School in [ va 7. i -
* had returned to Memphis. Newsum atterided ~whose home Dr. King was to have dinner that Redditt in custody by cartohis home. Redditt
- / ) . N the meeting at the Mason-Temple on the night, had called the police and asked that recalled the scene of their arrival at his house.

" evening of April 3, heard Df. King's famous Redditt be assigned to provide security. “Wewere sitting there in thecar with the radio
and prophetic last speech, and returned home  Redditt was known to the movement in  on. Sitting right in front of my house. I was
at approximately elevén o'clock that night to Memphis and trust.:l as a competent and  wondering what this was all about and what

; ; _“learn_that an “urgent tcall “from the Fire ‘thorough officer. Redditt was surprised that  was happening at the Lorraine Motel in my

: R [N ) % “Departritent . to " his" home  demanded an = his entire detail consisted of oncassistant,and  ~absence when an announcer interrupted the

immediate response. When he called back, he frankly suspicious that Richmond had been  broadcast to announce that Dr: King had just

was ordered not to report to Fire Station Two, assigned more to spy on him for the police  been shot.” :

but to report to ancther station many miles than to assist him in protecting Dr. King. The police officers remained in Redditt’s
/) . awdy.He asked why, but wag givenng reason =~ g . g e e house for two days. “They were watching me,”
e g 2. Security Stripping he said. “The i nce, no

™ for the “temporary_taansfer.” .
- Fhe only-other: black fireman ‘assigned to At approximately four o'clock in the aftes - mswnE:.viPrbELhBBnbE_Rt
- ERTEUET e hn vanedar: © maan 1. Arkin. the head of the gnavam a CO—E&%E——Q gn been

et el
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The o=_< other black fireman uuam..on o
- noen, Lt Arkin: nrc ._.nhnén the’ )

—u__.o Stafion Two, at the scene of the murdéf,

Y was Al Il outthe wightbelaE the

murder, Both men were surplus employees a

- their new assignments and both men left their.*
"+ companies at Fire Station Two $o -under-

manned that the fire equipment could not be

: dispatched until white firemen were sentinto °
.~ 7. fill the vacancies. The two firemen, Newsum *
" " and N.E. Wallace, had been the only blacksat

Fire Station Two. After Dr. King was killed,’
Newisum, who suspected that his transfer may
have been related SEPEE&«... —.nm.m_.& 5
protest. y

The Deputy Chief of the Fire Unvw_dsouw

SR told Newsum that his anger should- not co,,,

transfer of ‘the two, black firemen eww a
_ deliberate effort at “witness ﬁ:E::m A
The Fire Station was used on April 3 w:m

police stationary security Tor Dr. King. U_. ’

-+ King had returned to Memphis becausc a non-
. " violent march that he had previously led had

become violent. Those who precipitated.the *

- "0 77 violence were, evidently FBL-related provpca-, -

o _n._wn.w and crue un»n upon the antuRw..

tion by the police had followed the SE_oﬂ.w '

breaking violence of the provocateurs.-
" -.Dr. King’s return to Memphis was greeted -
with numerous threats, including death -,

> threats. The Memphis police responded to this .H.
. " volatile situation by reducing Dr. King’s

stationary security (as n.uanwﬁurnn from
police officers driving around ‘in <o§o—£
from ten to two officers. :

The two police officers” who noon nv...
positions at the fire station were Detective Ed -

Redditt and Patrolman W.B. Richmond. Rev.
Billy Kyles,

o ————

, - cAll'night have nmc«n_ ‘Redditrs Jife? * 7 *
~~The stary app on it face to raia
~Holloman ' was. Hdamant. Redditt. wad t

a black Memphis minister .at

: oxv_!:& Swpw_qﬂo:_%aa Aonam,&ww.oua b
did so when ‘Arkip told-him that Holloman:
had ordered him to his’ ‘office; aS.an w«a&:

" has just:flown:in heré from. ‘Washihgton.” -

Holloman explained that the United mﬁﬁm

Scerét  Service had: learhied - B:Em_. th§ .
) Z_E_rév_ State Highiway Patrol thata gloup- -

< in Zﬁmuﬁ: had dmna& to kill Redditt and -

that in furtherance of that: objective, - the-

Zﬁ.ﬁ.vw— grotip had™et out.a contract to 3 ..

* hit-than in St;Louiis, Misyoilti;'totravel 1o

ZanEr H«E.a«uon. to kill hitn—s&previous- .

'y dnknowi 16tal Mctphisr mon\saoon
. "~ Redditt wasincredilous, -Was the 'Scerer.”
ma::on extending &duﬁ:«i securitybeyond

" the President and thé Vier-Presidént and their
- famnilie§; fo' efitomapass Tocal detectives every- :

*8~"7- T T ne satd. TThey
At a Eoua_ao qonnonsnmsgnﬂ., stak
P

empiljs ;-

house and * 23 Boa 82552.

gnce, 0o

a bo

~days Tater, said w&&z» _ uon z.n
ﬁaa to. wa g to-work, What" "about"the
contract-on my life?: .~ T never hesrd uno:.ﬁ.. -

: io_d about that aE.:..w the last eight years.”

. .This strange series of eventspresumably left -
ly Patrolman ‘Richmond on :the scene.

" arrived, Hollomat'intraduced him:to & man rmosnﬁv he told me recently that he was in
he described as uu..mno_.a “Service »wa.. who

the policestation, far from the scene, when Dr.. )
.“’Kifg was shot. Richmornid, who still works for

-the . police, refused ‘to tell me.under what
tircumstances he was removed from —E voz
.:E cnno.d 5« u_.op ‘wag fired. 5 - :

: mws_.w &Q:.& this and o:.ﬂ _Eo_.nsuon.
. directly from the participants,’ I met with

Frank Holloman, the only.maii inthe history -
:of Memphis 10 have been the dlirector of the
Police and Firc.Departments, a ‘position he

. had occupied for just a few weeks before the -
- assassigation. Holloman sajd that he was

"canterned about threats against Dr. King but ¢
‘agreed that he had reduced the stationary
seciyrity to two men. He did call Redditt off

 where? If thehiit man was n<9,u~n5naoa§”w angd be. did nof even ooEanzou_nn:m. him _-

tracking ‘Redditt-down, why: id:the-Seczet

Serifice: agéut“spend - houss .o md.!s From
Washington ‘with m__a noa.. whena' »o_nvro..o

. reportat csmnﬂsﬁ _ww.mﬂ:_q to'the Holiday -

* 1nn “and to “remitaify’ thete in hiding_until
-Hollomari“told him he_coiild Ieave. Redditt -
© protested t that he had an. Ebohgrwa_«:..
-ment at the Lorraine Moteland that his wife’s

.,.., mother lived with hifhand was too ill to be *
* moved. Hollortian then ordered Redditt to go .

home and .remagin :Ed with hig @B&

- .. Reddittiexplained that'if a hit han was intent -.
upon killing hiny; then'he would rather be on -
the street thar at home ‘jeopardizing . his *.

" family. At that point =o=oBu= called in two ..
armed police officers who, in'a sense, took

. ‘with-another officer. He never thought itodd

“thata Fedéralagency sent an agent by platié o :
- Memphis from Washington to warn him ofa -

Fthreat, Henever even considered the possibili-

y that the effort to.remove Redditt, the head .

“+of the security for Dr: King,:might have been

" part-of an-effort to assault or kill Dr. King. If
‘one gets,the- impression that. Holloman wasan
unschooled . and Enavnanuo& -Jocal ‘boy -
. promioted to a position too exacting and too .

han:a:.w for - his~ %Ezﬂ. “one muz an.
-incorrett i E.Enuu_ou. L .

3¢ E:.m Hlegal Hnn:nu

" To anasnn Mr. mezoawa. one u_.oEa
::aﬂuﬁnn the attitude of the FBI, particular-
ly the attitude of its director, J. Edgar Hoover, -
.toward Dr. King. During Hoover’s reign, his .



* the S.0.G.—the Seat of Government. Hoover’

.the FBI],

‘office was officially designated by the FBI as

viewed American Presidentsas transients who
passed through his administration and he was
inclined to easy outrage when criticized cven
mildly, and especially when the criticism was
jugtifiable. When Dr. King dared to criticize
Hoover reacted with alacrity.

. _w The Senate Intelligence Committec chaired

i

bl

v San. Frank Church found earlier this year

that fhe “substantial use” of illegal tactics “by

the FBI in an attempt 1o destroy Dr. Martin
Luther -Xihg,” I Violated the law and

fundarscntal human decency.” Hoover, when
ﬁ“ﬂ»ﬂ.u- Dr. King had been named Time

2 jimerviewed k:..rs.
_ agent who had

intelligence ~squad,’

“him,” he told me. It was

1 ~wiretaps, -that “sterili

" country as they
" added, “this group in the burcau was out 10 get

Wuhmglo Star

TThey.-

Murtagh,-a former FBI
served with the Bureau for
more than 20 years. He retired in good
standing and is now practicing law in New
York State. For many of those yearshe served
in the Atlanta office of the FBI. He told me
that the number-two desk in that office, the
was -charged -with the
responsibility of destroying Dr. King. There
were cight men on that squad and their “total
objective in life was to somehow or other get
King, to bring him down, break him or destroy
the Atlanta-based
intelligence squad thiat arranged for the illegal
" tapes 50 that they
could not be traced to the burean, and that
suggested Dr. ‘King should kill himself.
According to Murtagh, the intelligence squad
“viewed King as much an enemy of the
yviewed Khrushchev.” He

King and there was great camaraderie among
them. They said to me many, many, many
times that they would get King.”

Late in the afternoon on April 4, 1968,
Murtagh was checking out of the office for the’
day. With him waszan FBI Special Agent who
was the assistant supervisor for the Intelli-
gence Squad. Together they heard the radio
announcement that Dr. King had been shot.
The agent told me that the FBI Intelligence’
Squad officer said, “I hope the son of a bitch
dies.” While they-were still putting in “their
salmon-colored cards to check out, the radio

announcement was made that Dr. King had
died. The Intelligence Squad agent “literally
jumped for_joy” and_then said, “They got

Zorro, the son of a bitch. They finally got the

hastard.” Zorro was the code name that the
FBI -intelligence squad had assigned to Dr.
amnuw. .. R B

6. .—._-nm,:mmoam Investigate

Later that day,while they walked to the frec.
FBI parking.lot approximately two blocks
away, the intelligence squad assistant supervi-
sor defended all of the. mecthods employed to

‘s, Man af.shacliear.d
y ngo .
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Congressman Andrew Young of Georgia, who is now an avid Carler.supporter.
by Yvonne Burke, together with their. col-
- leagues of good-will, can illuminate the dark
corniers of this mystery. Among the members
of the caucus are some of those who served -
valiantly and selflessly with Dr. King, inctud-
ing Andrew Young and Walter Fauntroy.Itis . :
fitting that the commitment to morality, truth
and fundamental human decency. that Dr.,

Dr. King with
‘ot guilty and to be tried for the crime. The
~tria] judge, Judge Battle, died before he conid
rule on that application. His family has said
that the pressure he was under caused his
death~‘Under the laws of Tennessee, an
application for a new trial is automatically
granted if the trial judge should die while the
application is pending before him. But not in
this case, the new judge ruled, in announcing
new law.

Ray’s witting or unwitting participation in
the crime is of less moment to mast than the
discovery of all the facts, but through an
examination of Ray's role one may reach the
essentials. The Warren Report, widely disbe-
lieved, was at least the result of an investiga-
tion, however flawed. But in the case of the
murder of Dr. King we are presented with no
facts by the government. All that is offered in
this case is a coerced plea, entered by a man
who insisted at the time and insists still that

- there was a conspiracy; a plea which was

quickly withdrawn, followed by an “investiga-
tion™ by members of the intelligence squad

King shared with his colleagues may yct bring
us from the night of horrors
which Dr.

into the land of*
King .9,880&.2 w o

%
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_SGSm that Dr. King bad vonu named din :
.magszine’s “Man of the Year,” wrote, “They
hado dig deep inthe garbage to come up with .
i3s3 one.” Hoover branded Dr. King “the most

“ . notorious liar in the country” and even -

arranged for a “sterilized” tape to be sent to
Dr. King just before he received the Nobel

- Peace Prize with an unsigned letter urging Dr.”

7 King to commit suicide because “your end is

approaching. . .you are finished.”

4. Holloman and the FBI
m.nsw Holloman had served.in high places -

" Director of the Police and Fire Departments
* i Mem i Memphis. He had been the monE Agentin’

‘ Q.w_,mu (SAC) of the FBI office in Jackson, :

Mississippi, during the trouble there. He had

. - operated as the SAC in the Atlanta FBI
.. .office—the city where Dr. King lived with his'

C family ‘and where his church ‘was located.

Holloman had also been the SAC for :.n FBI

-, in Menphis.

" me that he had met with Hoover every day.

- For'eight-years Holloman 82& J. Edgar -
a Hoover ina more vnaoau_gow Holloman

was the FBI Inspector in charge of Hoover's .
personal office in Washington. Hollomantold

. ._E.Bm that eight-year period.

*Holloman told me, “I have ucua_cnn_w,

. . nothing to-apologize for regarding anything .
"> the FBI and Mr.' Hoover did for all the years
."that I was there.” Yet it was during those years”

. . that Hoover developed and demonstrated the -

‘_+ 'pathological obsession to destroy Dr. King
- that led the US Senate to conclude that .
" Hoover's methods “violated the law and
- ?EFBQB_ r:Bwb decency.” :

”_..__,,.m .E.a Dn&now-—h_un ma:»m

In an effort to learn about the men who
operated the squad to destroy Dr. King, 1

away, the intelligence squad assistant supervi-
sor defended alt of the methods employed to
destroy Dr.: _cnm and explain
stop the commie son of a bitch.”..

Following the murdér of Dr.
Saa%_.nmn response to that mutder, .
“were demands that the Umv»_.ﬁ.na of Justige

investigate the crime. Hoover was given that .

responsibility. Hoover. assigned: the-Atianta~
based FBI intelligence squad to conduct the .

.- investigation. Thus. the men who had ex:."”

.. pressed the hope that Dr. Kipg would die, who'.

" had activély seught to convince him to kil *

‘himsélf, who.considered him to be as muchan’
enemy of .the country as 53_ considered _
+ Khrushchey to.. be, were."given the ¢ntits .-
responsibility for finding out who killed him; -
They never'did crack the case, and they: were..
able until now, to suppress the “essential
evidence that one of " their - o€=. “Fratik :

PN

-“Holloman, had been S.m»wmn 5 stripping -

. When ._anm m»q_ w»v..ewu..ﬁva..& wo -

n

> insisted that-he was infiocent.of the’ BEd
and he  has - steadfastly. maintained - nwn
position since. He was coerced- EE m&u&:
guilty by his attorney’ pon wBBﬁn .

certain” death if he did-not.. His: attoipey - unified in The. booauwsﬁﬁ of 92 Eﬂﬁ. ,

offered him huge sums of money t3 entdr that .
pleaand tocreate mo oagaa_mmanﬁgn
court. Nevertheless, when Riy.pledded guilty,”
he said in open court that 92.« ,EE vonu a

conspiracy to kill Dr. Kinag. ",

—could-not-be matched fo Ray’ s ::«. the FBI .
conceded, and the witnesses at the rooming
house from which the shot was allegedly fired
could not identify Ray as having been-there. -

Ray asked the court for permission to -7 history; ‘when- the -members of- the Black -

withdraw the plea of wSS.. to enterthe Eou of --

e o LA A st .llﬂé- avy,

o.

n@g 5,9;
A there ™

5:&2. o»u:.nmaua Nonan& That s.nb.w_.?

% _erihg hopeless-our anBoQ.w:o »%:wsoa. .

|oPIU CWIKTE WaS
‘quickly S.E_dm:w followed b mawieoa:wu.
o™ by Ba@oﬂ of the’

‘Nuremberg arid many other esaa_n_w important

~ Ea ==Eno@nu»€ r«E»PS« _unrom :.2 nﬁ

- asked me to join him ih Memphis, so that we might
together explore the facts surrounding the murder,

“bright sunlight of a Dallas street more thana -
decade s ago. would nunbu_ when theCongress .
- held .open; and- public “hearings about the:”

.

mccwnm.bﬁ

‘Ahie*Yip--of ' the;; i&ﬁps

works, had undertaken the task of researching and--
—writing a major work on the lifc of Dr. King for - -

_Obm.a—wvwgw&uwnm\on Americans in the " NBC: television. Abby, one of my.closest fricnds.”

.FBI Inspector Frank Jorrier M

_Rvs,w .ﬁuﬂ.ﬁgm if e E.mmﬁ»oom ‘what it “police detective Ed Redditt:

~and- NE. Wallace;. and: Rev... Billy Kyles; and

_The aE&:gvgnn aow
s Tank]

.-~ .of the. Select Committee to Study Govermental

19-223. Information. regarding Bydge Battle s
gecured, 3‘“\‘.83«5 by Mark:kane with Saavs
of Judge Battle's fomily in Tennessee;: '+

niy-girst birthday. ;To" remember . »
that; miaaient; on>November. 22, 1963 is. 2
-American - nitional ¢

L

= author-of six books, including the international best

* - Iibinkaow: E& the réad gnw to’ Eonwra.
‘may ?«:359 an éffort'by the good menand. -
‘womci} in:governmeiit o restore some of the "
‘triist of the peoplein some of EP:E:ESP?
- of government, by examining in the open the ',
“cireumstances under which.Dr. ZN_.E_ Luthe; umiversities:

—nmnm‘ .—~ -was Bcaﬂdﬁ .—.vo circumstances . The Citizens .ﬁeﬁia_ea 0 ~=AE¢. [( CC. C u.
have noav:ﬂ& o v_._:w us fo.this moment in " located at 105 2nd St. NE, Washingion, DC 20002;

- the New York State Legislature. He was a campaign
* .director for
:York City.

assistance \.BS those iS are . SRR.,.R& in its

Q:_n:u in :.» toﬁn of wov..nmn._:_:eou. Jed -~ e&&:.a

i»&_:_wno: zosaio..r- >=m_=. uo.mnvﬁavna 1

. elsewhere with the sertior and now retiréd Atlanta--
~ based FBI agent Arthur Murtagh. Regarding the

Bl efforss 10 destray--Dr. King, some: of the -
~fnformationiited hese comesfroin the Final Report -

! Operations of the-United States Senate; Book II, p, P

President Kennedy in 1960 for New .
He has taught law as the Catholic ..

Q:E«EQ of America and has lectured during the -
* past year at more Saa 150 nezmha. ?s. un}eo\.. and -

- Author’s note: >vc< Mann, who wrote Judgmentar

T m:u_. E:@._.Euw:_n_nnzﬁ result. o:rw-&mo:. .

The sources \9. :E &.:&a are 53::33,..
“conducted by Mark. Lane in Memphis with .?3:@

Q:VENU\ lice ch:g
W.B: Richmond; Memphis firemen Floyd 2§

o

.m Mark .Lane is.the direcior e.m.;_n %E\.Sm.e:..
based Citigens Commission of. Inquiry, a non-profit ...
oﬂa:.un:e: committed to.securing the truth about™
-the assassinations :.of President John_F. Kennedy
and Dr. Martin Luthet King; Ji. Mr. Ldne is the -

. “sellér, Rush toJudgmént, and is aformer memberof -

- telephone, (202) 546-7500. CCl is anxious to secure - _



