Dear Jim, 10/13/76
Richard Sprague and I got off to & good start last night,
Or at least not a bad one.

It was a 1ittle after 10. Consimtent with my reform determination to get at least
6 hours sleep I was brushing my tecth praperabtory to be, Lil answered the phone, She gave
me the n-me, 1 mmx went into ny office and picked thal one up, He s=id "i'his is Richard
Sprague"=and starte! to explain who that iz when I suid ¥ "1 xnos fronm your voice thads you
o8 not the other ones ¥ Lo luughed an: thatl brote the ice. ["i preousisg more than that
he sew the quotes of e in the Phila puper.

He then launchec into hov averyone, no exceptions, tells hir I'm the ono who
knows most, haz done rost, etcetcete and conld I czme in to ses him today? I atarted
an explenation he misunde-stnod ani that war a litile fon, to~, "Thers have hecn none
changss in ny condition nerhaps sore of your sourc:s are not avara of" is thuway I
was golog to lemd in., [ was not much part changes when he lalched and waid "I'gs heard.
Tha you are cantankercus." I interrusted. "crank,too.” He laushed,.idded hard to get
alonr with, Then 2 few of the other tringa, 1 aaid he'd heard what i gunerslily believed,
with some/naving strenier feelings thn others— and stronger ressons for ticse feclingd.

¥hen that rsn out 1 did expisin that I would not just Jiup in my car and drive down,
altinough I ean, ani why. I did of{er to tuie the bus. He said no, he'd come upe I told him
I could ke 1t toworrow, when I have to be in v.C. for the evening. idu has to be in
Lancaster. So .¢ lex't it that, as he prefers, ne'll call me later ia toe we.uk, which means
ihuraday, for 1l to talk- the measags, cr Lriday. I told him thai as oi now L can make it
any day but the 29th,

There Las hean no change 1n ay balizfs or my view of hov they whould and should not
apyroach their rasponsibilities or whatl I will and will not do. After I hsar wnat ho has to
say 1'11 be as specific as I can be.

I'11 take as much time as h: wantse. It I become persuaded of his sericusness and his
getemination to do a8 good a job a3 pogsible ana oi a willingnes: to stand againsgt
Membars when responsibility requires it I'11 ¢ . verythiog X can for him.Bowevar, assuring
we of this will require laying out the witnesses they'll bhear at the outset and on what and
thon the genersl outlines of his investigatlion. If I do not axrse with them I'1l voluntesr
nothing, 1'11 tell him this. “e may not balieve the why, but I'1l give him that, toc. Perhaps
beginning with a cooy of the NYU sjeech.

Ther: zre investizative doors I can open in Texan and New Orleuns Tor him as I'11
tell hime 1°'11l offer to ge with him, If I =m satisfied on all couats and dsuues. § tidnk
one of the teste is will he be willing to ruin Specter and I'il a=ik kia that, Another is
will he agree not to hear bune and Namn in public until after he is satisfied that they
know what they are talking about and are not merely ripoff artists. This, of cour:-e, will
mean he .ring Les before Les can leave tor Atrics are delaying thut testimony until Les
returns. If he hears them ln public on this basis alone I'm daetuched, If I can’t isolate the
ripoff artists with the record these two have I know 1'11l be able to do nothing sbout the
puts snd he'll be able to do nothing sbout the HFembers, If he {9 unwilling to stand against
them he is lost and the investigation is certain to be a loser. I'1l not wasts time conslderw
ing hat else I can do with that time, He may €ind this authenticates the advance billing
but that w:ll make no differ.nce to me. You have read my memos to Feensy asad fud. That is
the way I see it, asz best I ¢ould put on puper what is in ny mind without stopping to
think when there was no time. If you have any suc.estions, plsase make them fast. Utherwise
it will bc as I say in the memos end ilndicate here.

Best,



