¥y, James Barl Ray, 65477 11/13/716
P.0.Box 73
Petrog, Tenn. 37845

Dear Jimmy,

1 did not see your letter of the 8th until now becaunse I've been away since early
the morning o the 9th,

That it is intemperate does not bother me, That it confirms what I've long fearfed
and tried to communicate yo you does concern me.

If 1 444 not meke clsar to you by the carbons I sent you that my purposes are no more
than protecting your rights 1'm gorry. I think I did make this clear and that you merely
refuse to see ite If trying to inform you is a futility there is no purpose served by
trying to inform you and I can use the time for wbat has a chance of ssrving a useful
purpose, including useful to you.

If you refuse to bslieve that Washington and Washington~related power operates
as I've told you that is your affair. I bulieve I have told you accurately and that it
does not have your interest at heart.

I%a sorry that you cannot look back on the mistakes yow've made so you might leern
from them and not repeat themy as I am that you appear to be unable to undert#tand vhat
possibilities you may still have and not inpede or duxage them.

If you will take the time to review the past you will see that whether or not you
agreed with me I have spent a great emount of time trying to inform you so thet your
progpacts would be better and your understanding greater and less inhibited by your
trying to intorpret these thinrgs in terus of your past experierces, which do not pre-
pare you for what withoutl doubl are realities.

There is absolutely no basis for your apyarent belief that I do uundertake to
repreaent rysclf as your spokesuan or ever have, Or will. There 1s a long record that
could net be more exactly opposite tids, you know it, so I find myzelf wondering why
you say it. I remind you of merely one to your knowledge. Vhon Frame-Up appeared you
wented me to use the fact that I was your investigator to promote the book. I wrote and
told you thet I would not because T believed this was not to your interest. You were
right in belisving that it would help sell the book enc. that the dontents of the book
could be helpful %o you. The salea cartainly would hive been helpful to me. Dut aside
frow morsl anc ebffical oousiderations I had to look ahead and not be wnaware of your
rights snd needs and how thio might be used ageinst you. You are aware that tha effort
was made and was unsuccessful.If I hed been selfish or had listened to you that effort
would not have been unsuccessful.

You refuse to understand the harm to you thah can come from the misuse of the pamkem
in official iiles. 1 did explain it. It is I who added the extra protection and
asourances to you in the relesss Jin drafteds. L have no intsrest in details of your por=
sonal 1life, heve never investigated them and have learned only what othors have volun-
tewred. 1 regerd them sa irrelevant. There simply is no basis for wha% you say. I have
n the pest indicnted to you that I was aswere so you would know and 30 thalt you might be
better prepared to face your own hangups over thems That you bave not has been hurtful
to your interests. If rou had reaponded &s you shpuld hava responded it is not irpossible
that all since could have been entirely diffsrent. Youx really ave not Perry Sason.ind
in the modern world there is sorzething wrong with thek head of those who do not have some
kinds of hangups. Howwwer, becons"¥kix their captive is self-destructive. Flease try to
think sbout this and the othexr fictions you appear to believe, including about mes



You really are bugs if you can even suggest, after reading my letters, that I
said or suggested or even hinted that I speake for you. Cet with it, If I can understand
your frustration I see no reason for your taking tlem out on me. I bhave never exploited
you, I have refused to and as you well know what I have been done has not been with or
for personal profit. This whole things seems to be enidiely unlike youe

How you prate 30 me about having spent 5 or six years getting the evidertiary hiaring,
You also say you will not go throuzh these kinds of years agein. Well, I don't thdink
that anybody would went to. I cortainly don't went you to. But whet you refuse to face
is your own responslibdlity in this as it relates to the past and the future both, I also
look back on most of these years. In all that time I can think of nothing of any real
congaqu-see you have done to help your defense and much that you sheuld have done and did
not that could and would have helped it. J discussed the poseibilities of the futurew and
not in terus of 5 or 6 years with you in October 1974, November 1975 end Jarnusr of this
Yecrs, You saw it difiercutly and thercby assured at the least the waste of much time
end offort, as you always have in the past by this solitary-confinement consequence of
regarding yourself as omniscient and infallible. I'm sorry about it but you have createc
these conditions and there is nothing I ocan do about that,

. If you can think of one thing I have done to vsuse these years to be mvent as you
have spent thom or one thing that was not in your interest or one thing that wms for my
pexsonal benefit or of any advice I gawe you that turned out to be bad I ask you to
tell me about it. I'w not bitter about this because I do recognise thet the rotten condi-
tions of' your confinement were intended to accomplish this kind of influence on your
thinking, 1 tried to get you to read a study showing thias but even that vou refusad.

1 don't care what you think of me personally except as 1t can ard has burt you.
1t 1a to try to get you mm to see this that 1 have asked you whet one thiag I have over
done that has in any way hurt you. iiow I'm going to tell you the opyosite and in vays you
can understand if you will let yourself. You can get confirmation from Jime

In all the time X've known you and for years before I have had no regular income.
I'm 63, I've had a serious thrombophlebitis aund the results are peruanent and serious,
as Jim can tell you bocause I asked his wife, who is & doctor, to chcek the wedical records.
1 have no retirement or retirement income. Yet I've glven Jim what I could 4o use as I am
sure he will tell you in your intorest. So far this year, aside from what * have spent
mayelf, I'm sure this has come to at least $1,000. Tids week it will be & 1little more
than that. I've just s_ent a week inaﬁ'hich I travelled the equivalent of accross the
sountry and in this time did not aver@e more than four houxs' z2leep a Bight to emwm an
honorariuse Whea the check clears my bank I'll deduct my actual expensesg only and give
Y4im a check for the belance pikus another $200 that is being given ne, Infroquently a
few peopls 41 zive me these kinds of contributionsz, I do not keep them. I giv. them all %o
dim, Ho has been keeming & separate record of thew in his booke. 1 heve asked him to
improve this by setting up a separate account and be has agreed to. By the ond of thia
yeer this will come to about $3,000, perhaps more.

You owe me nothing for this and I'a esking nothing of you for 1t. However, you do
owe yourself somoBbing for it. But your head together if you cam before it is too late,

Considering the past yours is an insulting letter. I de not care personally. I do
oars as it reflscts vhat has for so long been so hurtful to you. Howsber, no matter how
insul#ing you may be I am not going to be tumed off by it and I am going to whx do what
I cen that can be helpful., Understand thia or not as you see fit or oan.

I do not believe 1% will do any good to assure you that it 4s sick to say as you do
that I am see; to "gain access to some whorehouse I migyt have been in” but I do assure
you that I have °no such thing, have no interest in any such thing and have with some
succeess been doing quite thé opposite. Mook into your own mind and attitudes. Sincerely,



