Dear Jim, " 42/25/76

From Lardner's story in this morning's Post at the least my yasterday's efforts have
resulted in smoking more of the fake story out. I have trouble believing that Jimmy said
anything like this. Hore like Freed than Lane, too. I believe Lone's denial of being the
sourca, I have asked someons who 1s cordng to look for a Tiwes., If it did not comc to
toun today I know you'll get it.

I monitored WAVA for a whils this morming. 4 1litile aftar 8:10 they carried an
item abous Ray mllegedly - they did not say allegedly - receiving both money and
instructions fron what was called by the word “accomplica™ in Portugal. % was attributed
to Fauniroy. ’

The Fauntroy part was bil én the 11 p.m. Channel 4 naews 1ast night, delivered by a
black reporter. It, like all the others, hae Ray confeasing guilt and admitting he had
accoaplices.

One of the visible effects of what i d4d is the emphasis on "ancorroborated,"
unles: that began with you and Nartin, whose story I stil: heve not sesn. {"Fauntroy
ackmouledged in a telephone jrterview that the report was uncorroborated.” But he insisted
w4+ ogme from sonsone ha ragards ss 'a religble eource who has spoker with Ray." Later in
the story there is more from Feuntroy on this,"bul Fauntroy said the source of the story
“ia of such reliadility that we fecl confident the lesd 1s vorth following.'"

The most obvious reaction to this is that if it is uneorroborated and if it is only
a lead who go public with 147 Doing =0 is defasatory and extresely prejudicial to “ay'e
rights.

On the face the story is not credible. 1t is not even witidn reason. While the
aversge reader will not teke 1% this way and will be prejudiced against Jimmy by it
the story is still another proof of the utter and uncontrolable commities $rresponsi-
pility, and of course another evidence of its abysmal ignorance even aftor soveral
months in which to learn. (Ia,rdncr. by the way, had Frepe-Up in front of hip and trisd %o
give other than the obvious meaning %o MY PABSNICE about Portuzal. Hy tolkdng Mm with
not only preveated that, as he understood once we discusa 2 i+ - it got hm to get
Fauntroy to take & gtand and bo more spevific. It alss resulted in his picking up the
limitations Martin omitted, not a pamber of Ray's family or a lawyere

Lane's comment is not bright, whether or not jutended, &3 I think ity was, that
Jimzy was a conscious pert of a conspiracys"He told me that when he fled the United
States he was fleeing from sveryone.Everyone is not just copa. Cobconuspirators.

Puo thinge are very cleax: thay ars using this erap to get zn aprropriate, which
i exmotly what I predhcted they would doj and they are assuming Jimsy killed £ing, There
is no voy around that §n any version, beginning with yssterday's Anderson columne

How this is exactly what I jearned from inside the cozmittee second-hand ~ one of
the members blabbing to roporter friends of mine. sors than ona member, as I think &
pemo L gave you skows, This is ‘exactly vhat Sprague told them, exactly what Ozer did.

There is a fusziness abput the form of tho comdttee's n{nformation.” While all
sarlier account ceuvey +hs idea it is sworn +ecatimeny tids story says "has received.es
a ®port...” Remarkably encugh here is where you phoned. I agree +hat 4t could have been
Avery. i would not rule Russell or C1iff cut

Tp1s 13 specifi enough in what I warned imny they would do, use hinm as a ueans of
getting continued and & large bunk of noney:"Thesse are among the leads we'll ba able to
pursue if we succesd in getting the basic budget requested.” 1“agic budget requested”=
the largest in Congressional history. Fauntroy hes learned s O-well.

I'm goory to have becn =0 correct in looking shead bul I thiok before long this will

kick back. 1t is irrasporsible, it is yaw, it is without any credibility and we can certainly

gay they never made any offort to check 1t with us. Now you can sez the kind of rTotten

stuff they planned. Even a Jimry denial of this would have mado a heandline, They are no less
out to get him thak I have folt from the first, We should find out if thie was Ozer. Beat, U}



