2/8/71
Dear ‘;h.

Whex I got houe today I listened to the tape te e frem {-m. By sys he mads 1%
2/2. On the first half he wa. drunk, ‘

Iuhoahlﬁbguhth.xﬁidtmmtlwmhhhpneit. Wt 1 de
2% knev is vhether Yerry 1a being truthful, lying, exagzeratiag eor confabulating.
Hewever, 1 believs the safest course is to take what he says at face value.

§* saya Jimsy seas kis salvation iz Spragac - met the cesmittes ~ and that 1t is
threugh getiiug Back at them besk writers.

In sene perverse anti-establishmentariss way he sees the oriticisss of Sprague
as ¢redesatials.

Of ceurse all ef thiz is irrstienal. But then se is Jimay writing Lewis and sonding
& carsen, of AkL pesple, te U'Leary.

If Jerry had net besn se very obviswsly druak ¢ the first half I might have
sene questien. He is the same 1a centent érwmk or ast (er less) drwmk.

Se I atrengly wurge yeu t@ taks ae chances and get ex the receri. “y this I meam
with viger aad peintedness te Gemsales, aet Spragus, with a carbem te O'Heill. Swd Y
4o mean witheut g carben ts Spregue.

Jinay ia emsugh of a jailhouse luwyer to kaow that tiis cemsittes camnst cenpel the
testinemy of writers abeut sither taedir writingsx or their ssurces. Se what ceuld have
persuaided hinm to the centrary? Of the pesaibilities the mest obvieus 1z whai ke cenld
have baon tsld by Lane.

Vhat sakes tids safe for you persenally is the public statements by Heabers of the
cenxittes, particwlarly Barie, whe hus been quoted as saying tiat Ray has asked s be
hsard %y the cemmittes, In snd of iteelf this is a breach of the presise Spragus madse te
you in ny presence in Sevember if set in writing, as 1'm net chucidng te ses, It i3 alae
fcnbhmpruxﬁgummlmy'u lanyer. By erddr of the sixth cirowit yeu are.

Ris alse puta sems pressure oa them, sak I suggest yeu carbim them.| Se I aucrests

Dear 32‘. c’.ﬂl‘.’

Por sese years I nave been James Barl Ray's cewnsel. In recemt meaths and loager
thax the existense of yeur comuities I alome Rave ssan ordered by the sirth circuit
xourt of sppeals te be kis enly amd wapsid lavyer, oWem after I asked te be yelieved of
this reapenaindility.

I an vitheul douwbt that r. Ray's legal remsdies have net beez exhausted. I therafere
have the respeasiidlity te pretect his legal rights asd te puraus kis intests as I soe them.
Fren bafere the creation of your ceanitiss and 2¢ this mement yeu have aet besn in

teuch with me abeut kim or ks legal righta. Aftar xy vigersus pretast over the wxichiniax
olear and mnhiddenainest ol the ceanittes's staff te trample ex Ms rights I did kave seme
ceavervatisas with meubers of the cemsitise's staff, including Er. Richard Syrague. Xr.
Syragus asaured 3s that en gqussifens relating ¥e Mr, Ray's rights I weuld be censulted,

Now 1 fimd tiat Mepbers of your cemmittes, iscluding yem, have cencluded drier t»
any investigation that r. Ray is the assessin of Dr. Zimg smd that yeu intemd calling
Ma as & vitness, the 1itter based en what se far as & krev iz » deliderate siscenstructiss
of a letter ke has writtan te anether,

Hereever, thia cemnitee has leaked falsehsed te the press, falseheed that alse has
Yy olismnt as Dr. Eing's asssasin, Yeur yepert and its appesl for fusding of yeur cemmities
and ity cantinvatien are based ea thsse extremsly preductioxl srecemcepties. Yeu, perssmally,
have busa all sver the media, incliuing TV, saying ke had help {n kis escape after the
assasalsations Thin in an sxplicit expreasien of precenceptien aad prejudyement en your part.
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Vidle as a lawyer I an shecied at this epan declaration of prejuigenent by what is

aupyesed ty be an inpartisl inveetigatisn by the Cengress, tiis is a matter for the

o Yn tids, hewever, I an deaply distribed that a lavyer whe witheut desial olaing
your cheif ceunsel swes his Jod to him has vieclated legnl ethios by smsaking in te seeing
ny clieat bekind ny back. I wenld hepe that ysu and the Ceagress weuld be as deeply
ideturhed over kis counfercializaties of this, reperted ia the prees as s six~figure
deal and a xetien pdcture which depiots Rim as a special kind of kere.

This sare lauyer has boasted publioly of the indebtedness to kim of the chairsan of
your King assassination subosnsittes, wie hes leanei Risuelf te the premetiom of a TV
spectacular. Kr. Famirey's public statoments are in accerd with yeur ewa and yeur com~
xittes's repert in declaring that my clieat iz the assassin of Dr. King,

Usdor these cenditions as M. Bay's lawyer I have ae chelce. © must fordid auy
intarviews 37 my client by or off hehalf of youwr cemmittes and axy testizesy Wy him.

Teu can, of caurse, aak the sixth clrouit court of appeuls to reliwwe ne of tidm
ebligation and tiem parkaps preceed by ssxs ether means mf te vielate Mr, Ray's rights
aven Durther,

However, as you should kuew, as lexg as I anm Fr, Ray's lawyer I aow have mo
sltermative.

Tou, your fellow fienbers sud yeur staff have prejudged sui kave gene piblic with
this prejudgenent,

1 uust tell ysu in al} camder that after theusands of howrs of werk 1 have ne
Treasen to Leliove that Mre Ruy shet Dr Kiag snd abundaxt reasss te believe he did net,

In prior discussiens with yeur staff I déid met prefivit Br, Hay's testisway befere
Your comaltion, I did insist en the precervetion of Miws rigkts. The last of thess dig-
cussisns was in Neveaber, slwest thres menths age. Sinoe then yeu have all prejuiged wy
olleat and have becems purtisess in a matber that isz atlill befere ithe courts asd irn widch
all legsl resedios have met ween exbauated. :

in my view you have in fact nsed this as bait te the Vemgres: and in particuddr
to the dgubers of the dlack camcwse , :

Mr. Ray has never been wnwilling to testify in his wus dafenus., I dld prosont kim as
a vitzess ix an evidientiary hoarixg ia fdarsl distrdet court in Menphig in 1974, He was
thea subject te ceressexaniuvation and e thex testified that he éld met kill Dr. Kiag,
You d4d nat have to cemsult the mewspapers, whick reperted this extemsivaly. The actual
trapscript was previded te your ocesadttes, with my asnent, by anpther active in by,

Ray n dsfomas. y roading of that tramserint, hewever, dsen not W
disBleae hew ally Zember of the cemmittes ceuld have knewn the &t eithar this or
vha t to that peint was all the real izfermaties yowr gemsittes hade I think that the
M may well kave been led to bellave that Br, Ray @ presecuthes was the saurce.

e weuld be eutirely false. #failure te disclese te the “embers tie actpal asuficn is
alss, in my view, quite prejwiloial te ¥r. Ray.

If as I kave mo ressen te belisve this was ceafusiex en the part of the staff lawyer
uhe adirsased the gexuittos thers mxuxsm 1a ms reasen te Believe that your chief ceunssl
vas wnder ths zxme cexfusion.

 Other sffers of apristaxce te yeu that &id mot tiansgroas om Ar, Ray's rights were
nade to your cesxites last “cteber. Te date these have mat been accepted. Ssparately and
in owphination these lead me as a lawyer and sn "y, Ray's lawysr to helieve that fact amd
truth wazs net the quent of yeur staff, whether or net the Membern were infermed, And if
they were net infermed thea there ars very real gusctiens about ysur staff, where it comen
Trem an~ where it wants te go. ;
1 would apyreciate yeur distrivuting cepiss ef thix lutier te yeur %“emders. Simcerely

Burke, Pawitrey and be ia pariicular ia their pudlic siatcments have provides a
basis in addition to their leaks and their report fer yeu te lock herns with them, On
thess is:uss axd now ysu win, autssatically. is I ses the present zituaties you have little
chelce :md you alse ssrve your wen interest in keeping yourself abeve criticiam,

“eresver, if the cemsittes is met ceatinued them it will be less of & disaster if this
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is ali or part of the reasea,
There will e sther cemmittees, ether epprertunitien,

Tou might want te g fartuury frem ¥aeir leaksy report and his peroenal claims te
baing o the "ktreadsld” and relating te kholp" te "imsy, al) in *%s centext sf Jimay
48 assassin. I'd agk him abeut thier Pextigese co~dmapirater in the semse of the charze
of murdar ems, whick requires omly that Jinay Rave knewn, I'd refer to the semantigal
prhasing of the lagk and the repert and ask straight eut if their alleged seurse was sus
of Bay's Jailors/ on amyome comaected with the Jall. (ivery is met in the Naskville
Phoasdook an« the cemmittee's available recerds de not disclose a trip ts Knxv‘:.l:l.a., whsre
sue of Avery's nams is listed. Uf ceurse thds cenld have hean by phones, say frex Nempiis,.
Say even by “sparted Osmer,)

I do balieve thiu i3 the kemsat, these ensurh of their exrers. D¢ net miss the
senent, ths spoertunity,

And do not foil te let O'Heill amd the Mambers krow of lmiu'u coxncsricaligation
.f tm. (XX Y

Larduer alse aaked WWDC for a taps. Whea ko called me teday wbeut Cutler's charge
that he assasilsxted Yerrie ko hai net recieved the taps or auy werd about 1t,

vaut,



