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"Help" to Garrison

Mark was in Buropes when neus of the Garrison probe broke.
Despite the fact that his own work was barren on New Orleans and he
had done nothing %o hslp with the investizetion as others of us had,
hs rushsd into print with the statement, I bellevs fromnm Rome, that
he was hastening to Wew Orlssns to give Garrisecn all he had. On Hew
Orlsans, from RIJ, that boils down to the seriously wrong information
that "Clay Bertrand" is a lawyer. The oaly reference Lo him is on
p.37C and reads, "... and Andrews had told the FBI on November 23 a
lawyer named Clay Bertrand called to ask him to represent Oswald in
Dellas." The most casuel reading of Andrews? testimony, the most
limited cowmprehsnsion, makss clear that JerSrand is not a lawyer,

There were other tidbits of such "news", perticulsrly on the
electronic mediz., Then on March 28, the XNew Orleans 3tates-Item carried
ths abrupt switch, thet instsed Gerrison hsd given Lane all hLis infor-
mation, which i{s, of courss, the only way lark could know about the
case, having dono none of the work himself. In what can in no way. te
considered proper conduct by & lswyer and in & way promptly seized
upon by the Defanss, Mark said Garriscn had given him a "full ocutliine"
of his casa - rathsr remerkable becauss Jerriscn hsd by thsn not
fully developed hls case, having just begun it.

"When it is presented in court it will shaks this country as it
has nsver been shaken bafore,” Mark was gquoted as saying. UPI quoted
this: "They are zoing to be csmbarrassed when ths jury says guilty ...
The foundatlons of ths country will be shakea when ths svidense is
discloesd in court.” All of this in referencs Lo ths defendant alons,
aot a goneral discusslon of the assassinatloan. From a lawysr? Nead
ona recall the Shappard decision?

Immediately, defense counsel chargsd a breasch of legal ethics,
Judge Haggerty was quoted as agresing "Lane's remarks are 'inflaning
a public from which we must select a juky'."

Earlier, as though he had the remotest knowledge, having
neither known nor written of Ferrie, Lanos, as the Philadelphis Inquirer
put it February 2L, 1967, "said in Psris ths death of Ferris 'mey Dreak
the case wids open'.” iis predictions ere on a par with his knowledze.

This same story reads, "Lane said he would telsphone new infor-
mation on the Nsw Crleens aspect of the assassination %o Garrison."
Remarkably, none of this "new information" sasms to be in the reprint
of RTJ, then just out, and none has besen hsard of since. What was
"neW" is the need to sell HMark's paperback sdition, and that he dGid.

The information Mark said he would gend Jarrison is in its
skimpiest and lsast accuraie form in ATJ. I5 relates to a Mrs, Sylvia
0dio, about whom he really knew nothing. Ths few of the FBI reports
oen this that hs did find he did not undasrssand.

Although there 1s no such indication in RILJ, Lane wrots a
series of articles for the Copenhagen paper, Zstrabladet, the one
appearing March 31, according to Reuters, reading, "1 know who fipdd
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the fatal shot et President Kennedy. I lmow the forces behind the
murder of the Prssident.Y No doubt intending furthsr "help" for
Garrison, he slso ssid he "wes the only person apart from thoss on
Jim Garrison's staff whe hed seen the extensive evidence collected
in ¥ew Urlesns," ;

' H

He hes not seen fit tc let us knew, in the more than e yesr

that since then he¢ pessed - a year in which he wrote & new book snd
earned much money in numerous public appesrances - who this murderer
is, who the f'cxmw, responsible are. In fect, his writing is unigque
in offering nothinz liks this,

His lins, even his exsasct words, were goon echoed by his friend
Mort Seahl, whose concept of helpihg the investigetion is to announce
cn coasteto~cosst TV thet a comedien is ons o! Gerrisonts investiza-
tors. Sahl elso told Jeremy Csmpbell, of th: London XIxpress - a
young man dediceted to opposing the discovery and publicizing ol the
truth about the sssassinstion ~ fhat he, too, knew the name of the
assassin and ''when Gerrison tells his story, the implicstions will
sheke the country hHec ite foundetfions"

- s \ ve Giffe rent concept cf nho, rather than
Garrison, is ”helpad by such selfi pLLl city

With this auspicious beginning, M=rlz peve up his teach*nb poat!

et Stanford and wovaed to New Orlesns, where he distinguishecd himcelf
by doing no invsstigetive work snd plckina up what he could frem
Garrisonts filss. ‘Phus, he was socn billing himselfl, es in & signed

article in & west-coest newsletter, the "unpolc chief iInvastigstor
for D,4A, Jinm Gerrison’.

ané all the time I thouszht thet was "survich"l

in the April 12 Los Angeles Free Press, he wes wriltlng sbcut
the Zspruder f1lm end spilling the seccrecs ol the Gerrison office
just as thouzh hs knew whet he was talklng Ebbut, os thouzh he had
donas the work he so glibly presented as his, telking sbout the missing-
fremes of the Yspruder film ss though hs had discovered them end written
sbout them when hs had the opportunity. Of the £ilm Life gave Gerrison
he wrote, "An excellent first-generastion color reprint was delivered
to Garrison and thaenﬂd by the grend jury ..." Aside from the screening,
21l of thig, to snyons with the remctest familiarity with the Wapruder
film, is false. It is not excellent, not first generatlon, and i¢ not
even complete. The eciting of this rether crude copy is obvilous.
Among those Mark quotes is his sdeguately uninformesé friend, Gary 3anders,
whom hs describes sz "an enzineer who hss mede sn enalysis of aspects
of the Zeprudsr film ..." Gery is one of the leest knowledgesble about
the Zepruder film. It is not taxing reslity to sesy he knows so little
about it thet, sithousgh hs is, thanks to ﬂa“k, & flatfoct in HJew Orlesans,
ha ic not Garrison;s expert on the Zapruder film. (It is, in fsct, I
who took thet ahsleuent Sdistrict ettorney So the Nstional Archives and
showsd him whet was entirely unknown to the Gerrison office.)

Perhepe this is subject to reedy explsnstion: Lillian Castellano,
who, independently of me, also discovered the destruction of part of
the rapruder film, offered its free use to Msrk, In his own superior
judgment, he then excluded it from his own writing! (RTJ 66f.) He is
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truly an "expert" on "help", though it has yet tc be determined how
much he has "helped" Garrison. The stetistics on the sale of his
beoks, however, dows show that we know hs holped. Also his feess for
public sppearances. Aside from picking other people's brsins snd
work, which I think we can look forward to in &t lesst one other book,
znd scting ac & messengsr boy when & member of an sudience gave him

g messege for Gsrrison, it would be nice to know just how much
investigetion he hse done while living in Hew Orleens,
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