PLAYBQOY interview

Several other items, each its own kind of monument to the in-
tegrity, depth and exhaustiveness of Mark's work, snd his dependability,
are in the same Playboy interview. On p.48, for example, this, in
reference to the documents burned by the doctor in charge of the
autopsy:

"Think sbout this for a moment. Here we have a commander in
the Unised States Navy, who is also a doctor, assigned to perform the
autopsy on the assassinated President of the United States, burning
his draft notes on the autopsy ..."

Now, Mark, before this, knew the truth but his vanity prevented
acknowledgment of it for he pretends all knowledgze began with and is
vested in him. During the taping of a TV show many months earlier, he
had made the same mistake in challenging me, as had Jim Bishop. The
exchange, so unflattering to both of these self-touted "experts", was
edited from the final showing. But on that occasion, what Mark learned
is that the autopsy notes were not burned. Worse, they were suppressed
by the government. I have receipts for them through the White Hoousse
and Secret Service to the Warren Commission. What was burned is the
first draft of the autopsy protocol itself.

On the same page Mark was asked, "Did the bullet fragments found
in the governor's wrist, rib and thigh match Exhibit 399%" Mark's
reply was, "Of course not ..."

No fragments of bullet were recovered from Governor Connally's
chest or thigh. -

In subsequent apology, the editors of Playboy told me they had
devoted an enormous smount of staff time and personnel for three weeks
in an effort to eliminate the error in this interview. These are bdbut
samples of what remained.



Jenusry 27, 1967

Dear Mr, Fisher,

The Lene interview awsited me on my return home tonight snd I've mmd -
read i+ lin haste end written the letteramyou asked for. :

xcm ére, of course, under no obligetion to print‘ it.'_‘ And & 0 heve the
documents referred to, snd I 414 dig them up myself, 1f you wont to use them, _
7ith respect»to the sutopsy notes, the truth 13 more awful, P s

You have a cony of the original edition of VHITEYA'H, which 1s now out

in 8 Dell reprint. ily p»ferences are to my 5ﬁpinting, the one Playboy hss,. .

I've baen worlking on ‘ths two Mmchééfér ‘. sé_:léllzéﬂons; He says remsrkably
1lit*le about the sssazsinetion in s hook that is suppnosed to be about that assesse

_‘ination, but psrhaps this i3 fortunste, for whet he seys 1s sl moat’ Y00% -An-error,

I hnave written too rmch on 1%t 2nd hoven't finished, but I'm includinz references - °
and dirsct quotes on the important things, L : - ’

1 nsve not worked any new msterial in 1t for sevarsl reasons, including
ny belief 1% Qoesn't belone there and length. I om aware that this can diminish
your intereat, :

: But I also think that 1t is terrihly shécking thet s msn who ,accepts the
sponsorship he had and the sdded responsibdilities thet entailed, which include the
pressrvetion of ~hat is left of the national honor and the prevention of sdditional

scendal, has so nbused the personsl snd nstional trust endowed in him and hes _
come up with what 1s & litersry scandel the equivalent of the Brink's hesit snd

.+ e nationel scandal of unimaginsble. magnitude, deminished o somewhat by the rather S
o firm [’ﬂiaéssnciat.i;‘on: of the Kennedy name that ha‘a'; belated, been t'sc‘_hi,e':_ted._ - j‘;." _ L

I am nos sbout » month behind schedule on VEITEWASH TII. The offset

‘process I will be using is such thst tlere sre no gslleys to.send you. I have two

chapters drafter, one on the farce of the transfer of everything the government had
to the archive. Thls has not hsp-ened. I have it dooumentsd. What wes put there is
21 columns of trash, trivie snd Junk that I shell print. I have e chepte rmon the
roturn of the pictures ond Lrays of the sutopsy to the govermment and heve laid

the besls for 2 suit over this particulsr mess. I shall be doing & chpater on the
suppressions, snd either as pert of that chapter or s separate chepter I'1l have

the pcitures llated that the Comaission did not gsae, that were not collected, the
photographers not called, and ‘hat they could have showed - snd still might.

But on the documents, on which I've mesde no commitaient. I do not see how )

~eon get them t5 you in edvence except by meking coples, an expense beyond my

ospecity to meet. However, I am quite willing to lat you see them anytime, beginning
now, 1 hope to have this book done in two months, 1t is work on thiz thst hes held
beck my promotion of WHITEWASH II, :

Although T em much les: satisfied with the interview than my letter indi-
cetes, my congrstulations ere quitc genuine, I think your investment of this much
space and effort is s fine and helpful thing.

‘ Sincerely yours,

Harold Weisberg
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Congratulations to 'Pl‘az‘_lggz for the spocs 1t devotsd to eriticisa of the

Tarren Jeport in ths intervisv witn lark Lenc,

ey I BugLast thn your interviewer misaad what 1 baliava iz Leno'a |
ioportance onl his ‘ne Jor contribution, especlelly when he haa baen slzmdersd
with the cyithét ﬂlitemry scavenger”, lmich 1.3 neve, aimv' a'k those who lmve
profite’ from darense of the Report ol the Commlssion.
Vhen our society begam to fell spert with the’ murdar of Gawald, "m
Ouwald had been systswstically denjed of ell his rights, there was but s pingle
layer in the Uzﬁt@ Jtutes who ;laa publicly true. to the grint tradition of V.2,

lu and Imuern. ong lawyax- who mught the ueaptm or the nutional honor tha’t N

‘ had bean leet tn chh akaneml t"eir, cnlr one who - aauzht to detond tha rigbts‘ Lo i

of the ﬁeaé f‘nwnm. an" he 1s. i"ark I-m. : 1

T8 are o numher of onisa!ons aﬁd errora 1o tha 1ntsrviau that I uan:
to your sttention.

“The first two boviks sttscking the UCommissionr® ware not thoge by

Buchenen and Joesten, which were written “afore the Repor*.iuvefz izsued. The
fi:st book on the work of the Comrnlsaion end the first resiricted to en snslysls
of 1ts om evidence (ani still the only ons of thia deaz-iption) is mf first book
on thia :uﬁjeci, WEITEWASH: THZ REPORT oN THE WARSEN REPIHTe It was completed in

mid-February 1985 and was first published not on Mey 9, 1356 as you report bhut on

iugust 18, 1988. The first dook cn the Cowniesion’s ffles fo my THITETASH II: THE

FBI«SECFET CBRVICW COVYRIP. 28 you osn see, all these file: sre not secret, althodh

too meny ere still suppressed.



"The question of those misaing fremes ( of the Zapruder £11m) was brought
before one of the Commission's lawyers lsst yesr by Devid Lifton...This Commission
attorney @ommented:' I hsve no recollection that anybody cénsidered whst happened
to the sign or thet enybody wes aware of the fact thst the frumes were omittedsee”
Mr, Lifton 1s en associste of VWesley J. Liebeler, former assistant céunsal of the
Commission, bhe counsel who handled tha testimony of the photographic witnesses.

‘ The deatruction of flames of the Zapruder film and their absence in
Exhubit 885 as printed by the Commission wes first published in WHITEWASHy: ¥hich
on page 206 reproduce& psge 19 of Volume 18 of the Commission's hearingn. ehowing
the absence or framee 207~11 and the aplicing of’the top of 208 with the bottom
of 212, Mr. Liebeler had peraonal knowladge or the moving of these aigns and the
Jdesctruction of other landmarks esaential to photographic 1ntelligenoe. 1t is he
’ who 1nterrogated Emmet I Hudson. groundakanper of Dealey Plazs, Hudson teatified
to him (WHITEWASH, pegs 45): "...Now they have moved same of those signs, They
have moved thet R.L. Thornton Freewsy sign, end put up s Sgemmons sign", The
Stemmens sign is the onz in question and the facf of its replacehent Husvknown to
Iieberer, wo then eaid, "They have¥ Thay hava movad 1t:" Hudson rearfirmed his
sworn testimony, attar which Liebeler said, "That might explain it, becanse this :
By picture here. No. 18, ﬂas taxen arter the assa;sination and this §;; iés taken at  .
the time -No. l" Liebaler also examined Abrahem Zanrudar “who took tha movies of |
the assassinetion. In showing Zapruder en album of stillimads fro- the alides of
his movie (wHITEWASH.II, page 138), Lieba;er begsn 50 ssk Zepruder about frame 210,

| "Now, what'about picture No. 210 = however, thers is no 210 here®,

Lisbeler also knew sbout this not later then Jyly of 1966, when he
ordered a‘copy‘of VHITEWASH from me (and has yet %o pay for 1t). In’mw ieply to.
his letter I specirically directe! his sttention to tha photographie evidence. He
hes been totslly silent,

About the Moormen £ilm (mesning the sscond - one was published): "No one

will say where it is. It 1s not sveilable in the Natlonsl Archives. Fresumeably the

government stiil has 1t.;.“ The truth is much worse; they were ordered returned to



W»r\|ﬂ a”%
Mrs, Moormen et the/\d:lrection of Genersl Counsel J. Ree Rankin, dated Aoril 3,

1964.(It 1s smong the seversl hundred once~secret documents from the Commission's
file I will publish in 'HITEFASH III: THE ARCHIVE.)

0B the burning of the sutopsy notes: this d1d not hepyen, sl though a
ecareless regding of Dro Hymes certificetion ( first publisﬁed in “HITEWASH on
rege 187) would 80 indica'te.'v’-‘?hat Dr. H mes swore he burne: was the firat d“aﬂ;
of the sutosy ranort 1tselr. 1 have the recelpts covering the receipt and transfer
of these notes from Dr. Humes through the verious channels of comrand ot the Navy
Hospital to the White Houue Physician and from him to the Secret Service (and will
be publishing + hem, too, %HITEWAQH I11). These notes went with the pictures- end

Xrays, They were 141 hi ‘hfaﬁé when he testified before the Commi ssion (.VHITEF-ASH .

.‘183) They are not in the Archives es 6f this writing, They have nover been there;
They ars not printed as part of Exhidbit 397, as required, snd ere néd¢ in either
Commission Fyle 37i where they are required to be or in a duplicete of this file.
(WHITEWASH II, peges 114-5;128-7), o - - o

"Di# the bullet fragmenfs found in the governor's wrist, rid snd thigh
‘mateh Exhibit 399:"‘No’f agments were recovered from the rib b thigh and ths stze
of the thigh fneg;ent hes been kept secret (I hava 1t 1: ycu want 1t. in the if . .
appropriate report of the FBI). But there were apectrographic anslyait made. 1n- '
beluding of the fuagments of a bullet or bullets found in the car and’ recovered .
from the President's hesd. These hove been suppressed ( WBITEVASH 16144; 190;
WHITEVASH 1I pages 241-2),

I sincerely hope Fleyboy will continue to be as generous with its space
and effort on this subject. because I believe it 1s & touchstohe issue of the day
and becauae wo must recapture the loat natioual honor - end solve 8’ hor 1b1r orinme,

Sgncerely yours,

Harold Weisberg



