Dear Joe, 2/12/90

We are da]ighted that you've gotten stationery and uith your two lotters just
received., although you use half-sheet size, with your charucteriszic effeciency you do
use all of each and you do say rumr}mblg uuch in rather few wvords.

-

Becauve I'll be interrupted by lunch soon und because responding to it is easier,
Tirst your letter of the Tth.

Tou misread ny output as indicating that I am energetic. +elatively, perhups, con-
sidering the strain, stregs and linitations iuposed by my recent surgery. But coupared
With the recent past I'nm the opposite of energetic. lact is that before the nail cume
this worning I wrote the Jolu Topkins cuardiolijst who dictated my lindtations asking if
in soue duogree they can be ch&f:gud to perudt pe sone uppur-body enercise, which = think
L mige nueh and could perhajs @ive pe a litile more energy. 1'o huving no trouvle at
all frou this swrgery but I'o having nuch uore trouble uith the old probleus in the lower
eutrenitios and I'ye asked hin about uy seei:y another specialist there sooner than A‘,w:‘.l,
which is what he'd told we. The way thi.igs ave here, I cm't .ot to see the local curdio-
logist until early next nonth so he can't give we any relief fron the reastrictions, with
wiich I do conf'orm.

The couplicatiom: follovwing: oy :ruut:ﬁe Jurgery in Juwary, 1986, hi.ove lindted ne
more than I was liidted befor.: then. ’i“‘ﬂ'cw liritations are the consequences of tuo
energencies after I was given a teflon artery in the left thigh toward the end of 1480,
Tihis also relutes to what I'1l be saying in re:pon:e to your generous and beautiful
lotter of the Ythe

Tou equate polities and plbiticiuns with natume ubout whose violence we can do
nothing., Your pessinism aud your belief that nothing chgéfgas,uhich cone_ #fron your own
ex|eriences, are both justified and in sone degree wrong. You cite the French that is
well known, the more thi:igs change the pore they remsin the sane,

We are in an"ggf';n vhich the politicians are a great disgrace, to us as a people
and to solf-government. *o feeedom and veace and to many other good and worthwhile things.
Takding the llixon add “eagan admindistrasion. and now Bush's you could not be more right.
But this was not true of ILit's or of JFK's, despite the flaws and failures of both. Hap-
ecially JI¥'s last yeur, uldch few puople apprediate or undorstand,

Yoday perhaps we do not think of' them as politiclans Mtlm% vwie call the found-
ing fathers werv politicians and they were a credit to that So-long dishonest but necessury
calling. defore vorld War II, when souw,bi‘ the nmost wiconscionable bastards were in the
Longress, there also wers soue very fine peopl.: siho wers good legislators that 1l ’a.nd I
knew, soue rather well, ﬂl";’ LALe 3‘-17{ Gudd .'ﬂ' 3] Lo‘:}.ftl.l o4 y'al:.‘ ‘iz

But I thiuk you cannot say that begdinning ‘..{:Lth our revolution, tlhings were the same
as thery had been. liy own belief is that the uen who established a deuocratic system here
included some of the wisest political thinkers, sone of the world's best politicians. That
most of the spoliticians since then have been poor copies, nany corrupt and corrupters
of the pysten that was established does, of course, argus your way. i'u sayiug only that
there ure and there have uLeen e:xceptions and they have been inportunt to the country and
the world. This country and its at*titudes and policies changed radically with FDR, for
gxample, and to ill‘fstmte the groatness of the chicige, compare the plight of older people
whe: he tooir ofiice and th: prescent, from just his Sideial Security. Or the Jot of older
people before and after liedicare. O¥ the poorest of all apges befbre social scrvices cane
to be accepted and to be th: practise — because politicians sav to it. MaA¢pusde wo F s

I think vou err in comvaring m: with “on .uixote :nd in saying that + tilt at
windmills, "And in the progesd get churned up." “his has not happened and it won't. I have
and I will and with this uay work will survive all the rotten, dirty things that nagzi-
lire oftficials have done to ne and to my reputation. and as one dircct result I cite the
changes that same about as a result of ny versisting in onupf uy earlier FOIa lavwsuits.



The Congress changed the act pver it and that opened the files of the spookeries and out
flowed ,the exposure '%P ‘Z}.‘i terrible thiigs they did that we once belicved werddone
only Ly the KGB and the Yestapo. You are rihft in that since changes wer: coupelletl by
those exposures politicuns have songht to return to the evils suposedly ended, but that
they were at leust as stated policy ended is of considerable significuntl: to many jeople
and to the country. reople s lives are bette as u result, freer and with lesg cause for
fear, If it is far fron coimouplace %tlrs did cowe to pass because I was =ndy Juckson's
one determined man. Aot @ w tnd matl Heair Frieas! '

It renains to be seen how nuch good bringing to light all that was so wrong vhen
% and Dr. King wer: assassinated will ultimately do but informing the jeople vho do
vote is less than o complete futility and I doubt very much that faced with sinilur crines
and trapgedies in the future errant officﬁdum vwill dare behave again as they then did.

lankdnd noves forward and backward but I think that ve have advanced much, very
much, for all that is so very wrong today and can't really be excused — thanig' to the
politicians for whon you have so little use.

Viry few are born politicians. They becowe politicians. For all that is wrong in
Israel, is it not botter, at least for those living there, that there is Israel?hat-
ever itsy future may bel ‘

Having had lunch 4 discou*inu: this but will discuss it further with you if you'd
like, Including whether or not the pueople in the USSR are better off, nou and/or in the
future, be-nuse of UGorbachev. Or fron the lengthy Washington Post & rticle I nailed you,
because of, of all geople,XKME sndropob, who'd headed the :BG and its excesses. That
people there kill cuch other with freedon, the szuris amdl the armenians, is pechaps
support for your argument, but how long has it been since the lust real pogron? Pamyat
is on your side of the argument but that they have been restrained, by noliticians, is
on the other side,

Your offer, along with Sum's to help, that I write what amounts to an autobio-
grashy is gencpous and flattering. Thure was once a time when X not onl; considered a
variant of that but nade e.tensive notes for it. I think <hey arc often turgid and runbling,
in part because with soie awkwardness, befor:: the deys of the smuller cas ette rocorders,
L . ictuted thos: notes on a fairly large nachime while driving back from Mew York on those
many,nany tiips + uade trying to get my first book published. That w#o sl a fé 'ﬁ_’}’r‘f,dﬁy‘ﬁw‘,

I never lacked coufidence in the book, had not a single question about its accuracy,
never doubted the iuportsnce of opeuing up that suvject natter, und I wasn't frustrated. I
made pore thun 100 efforts here and abroad and I think this nukes it cleur that I was not
frustrated. In the end I wus able to publish it even though I was brolke. On vhich, while - (/ /
there are notes and eone letters, the notes are probubly not really complete. netg wmd e il

I did plan a bool on the pon-publishing history of the booi thut opened up the sub-—
jeet of "the crime of the century” and was, of all things, runner-up in the miistery bouk
coupetition for 1966. It had the title, "Dick Daring ln the lell-Box; or low I Gt Rch ¥
In =ix Youths." & hell-box, in my reporting days, was a wooden box into vhich used printing
type was thrown to be melted down and used again. That tooic high heat, thus the nane, The

“pich"part &2 tio parts. I began vith & contract for the book and while the publisher was
drodling into the till iron an advance hardback sale of 39,000 copies before it was written,
and Zthout sny advertising, frou salesmen merelfjnmentioning it, he broke the contract. lig
did not even return the manuscript and I had to reconstruct it frou incouplete and often
illegible carbon copies. kl"}dr whibch I'd used paper t at was mguibgraphed o one side!)

So, a friend {;o&‘ his cousin, ' professional editor of consideruble experience, to read it.
I also asked her to edit it when she spolke to ue ar'ter reading it. She declined to do that,
saying that while it needed editing, no two publishers vould agree on that so let the pub-
lisher decided on, the editing. and she predicted that I'd be a rich uan in six nouths

frou that book. (IT W (eva, plﬂfa PNt .h"u}i\ {?Vsr'.fj Cvicd ,fﬂ"j’,;a & JULEAd

[ .



I don' t}m..ull whether -I told you, but ny dear iriend giduney Kaufman in%ﬁuced.
the book and e to Pocket Roglis in early 1965, +t was one of the firat places T went
to, & senior editor, Bugene frokapis {phon) read it, although ill, overnig;ht and flipped
for it. He told me that with my background ani their public-r :lations capabll:.tiea the
bool: would be "a newbree Felt. ungle" (that was the best-selliug book ot 1464, he suid,
and they'd published it) .und I'd be oune of the best-known men in the country.But the

owner, Boris Shiwldn, with ample cuause, feure:: Dthi‘ LJ, and rejected the book.
L U"”‘I
I was too busy to get around to writing and L have a full file drawer of data

relating to it. In retgPupoect I also, uonder %f 1 could have been as light in word and
touch as the title ruquived. [ Aink

Uther ..h;_xgs always seeued more i:portant to me. I had another book researched
th.t I also did.n t get around to writing, "Miger Lo lide," or "the thitold Story Of the
Cuba iissile Crisis." as originally plamned, it was to be a book on tho kennedy admini-
stration. With the passing ol tine some of my original analyses became dated and I
decided to linit it to that crisis and what related to it. ilot Vietnan, etc. I did make an
accurnte analysis of the Tonidin Guld incident cont méran ously. (find one of two others
that did not take off as it did. ) Wiliat =« had for that book is now coudng out in bits and
pieces frou the conferences here and in the USSR of the leading participants on both sides
and a few schol rs. These completely confirm my analysis.

I suppose that one of the reasons I nover got around to writing g:.ck ‘ﬂm.ng is that
I don't have the kind of ego an autobiography recuires.

I sn sure also that a couple of other booiss could have nore significunce. I won't
go into what I wauld have in then or seek to do with them but perhaps you cun gether
enough fro: the titles, "The King Uonspiracies" und "agent Uswald." 4nd I have been think-
ing about these two.

But any writing now entails a certain an®unt of a perhaps rather unusunl risk for nme.
Others 1ight not see it as  do or even think this way. ly work, to now, is of really in-
credible accuracy. It has stood time's testing, both the books, ubich is what 1 was u{
talk:l.ng about, and the nultitudinous ufridavits I've filed in the FOIA cases,w. u/ ane wlece

LI believe that were :Ltu write with _ess accuracy now it would undermine the printed
work. I've seen hou the spooks do this kind of thing and they do it ef.ectively, inside the
governnent and with leaks to the media. I don't wunt to undermine the bnsic litepature in
those tio great subversions, the basis of history, reully ir them and in the court cases,
(Dave Virone, a histrPy professor in Visconsin, s:.Ed of my affidavits and litigation uha'l{[
was writing the hisfory us it happened, souething like that.)

Honetheless, I was thinkding uboutt}}gﬂ{"' mipht do this. Particularly when - have
no agent and no pghln.fahcr Bus for me to mublish meons th .t 1l has to be the typesoctter,
in effect. Tine was she wis the very greatest. She vore out two wachines with ou¥ eurlier

cork and we then got another one that was a drean it was so good, for three yeurs. Tnen
it st rted going bad and finally, vonderful as Herues stuff had been in the past, they
toow it off the markef. She now has the third neu mechine since then, an elsctronic job,
and she cnn' do as well as uith the old-style typowriters. Her typing, when she is Mo to
it, just is not us accurite as it used to be. Tlen there is the quest:.on of wha* she'd be
up to. (I am at a loss to explaii: her reduced accurscy awd she hasn't, except to s.y that
the machines are a p“oblem.)

I also have doubts nbout the kdnd of copy I'n now able to turn out. Emeept for parts
of Post liorten, al: the books .I published myself are rough draf'tc and feu if' any pub-
lichers would JEmblish then unedited. Elthough Lell did when it reprinted the first tuo,
after turning theu down four tines before L published then.

Since the end of lust year -'ve be.n thinkdng about tlis in a different way, getting
as nuch .s I can down, whether or not in booic form. I suppose that what tended to get me



thinking this way is the reminiscenses L've beep writing when soncthing supgests itseclf,

I'u going to try to do soue of this on type, I think, as soon as my hewlth indi-
catkons are clearer. ='ll return to this dbout the health. I huve a dictating nachine
I',e used only twice, the lust tine in 1979, and a transcribing unit for Lil. Byt when
I did try to use it a feu months ago I think it showed signs of the accunulation of dust
over the yeurs of no use. I iutend to find ajlocal plice thut can clean it. Jt runs for-

wurd OK but ys¥ex reverses slouly and reluctantly.

s'pon my redollections of hov what + dictoted while driving case out back in 1965
Z don't think I dietate good copy. Mot publishable, anyway. cut msybe I can at le st
nake a record that may in sons way find some use.

L an rather anxious about the deterioration in ny legs. I have to wear the anti-
embolism stocldn:sand they nov secm alwuys to be out of adjustient. When they are, they
are counteryroductive. I got new comnplications after the prostate operation and they
secn to be increasing since then. There is and has been a question of my bein: able to
hold onto theEe $hat th. L1ty doctor sug ested has had no benefi¥ after Tive days and
I've asked the locul eariiologist's office to ;Ave me any cuancellation so I can see him
befor: eurly next month, I've also written the soplding cardiologist to see if I should go
there to see an expert who Bav me aobout laut “ctober.

And what I feel novi, 1'u not supposed to sit Tor more than about 20 minutes at a
time without getting up and walldng arvund a bit. = get involved, as vuith this, and for-
get, and then X'nm tired and mnsteady. The blood et down but doesN't get bgck from the
legs. So 1'm knocidng oft for a while.

I should tell you why I got a dictating nachine when X could not afford one and had
never neuded or wanted one. s judge did souwething that can't be imagined. Sam, please put
this to your sen. Sho asked ne to act as the DJ's consultant in my lawsuit againet it! I
was to and did file s consultancy ruport, about 250 typed pages. I wus to have been paid
and not only didu't get a penny, I was stuck with the cost of the tuo machines.

Then John Bay, Jawes Barl's brother, askelua to apoear with hin and his lawyer, who
was also mine, when he was belore the llouse Select Comdittee on wssassinations, That turned
into a real hasule, live, coast-to-coust TV, and tue comdttee had to agree to let us file
a commentury on its alleged evidence. +t was supposed to provide that but stonewalled to
delay ami never did provide soue. about two dayfbufore their last hearing I begun dictating
this comuentary. Lil,wgsy¥ typing it as L dictated it, She finished and we made copies lute
“he nmighs beTore that last dag and I got it there on tine. I had not read it then, have not
read it since, and it is 49 typed papes, It is a powerful icdictuent of that coundttee.

Your flattery refers to my writing about my life's experiences. Soue time ago, in
writing Sam, I referred to ng trying to live within e traditions of our people. I think
1 have. (Lore Yavneh that “ethar but a bit of both?) I belicve, in Frost's words, that
we have mises to keep, thoge jof us who are able, in the miles we go bufore we sleep.

-n this dense + see what L hé'Z'—mtas not as usual as you do.

Pretty puch of what you uention does exist for others to use as they nmay see fit.
¥ , runy rocollections are not recorded but fthe detuils of governnent misbehavior S0 -
It is to perfect t}_}ia, to the degree now posuible, that I persist in trying to get the records
they withhold and'annotating the whole thing.

we'
ligve you stopped to think 'i:ha'?:\ & collaboration of the three of us weudd totul uore
years than the United States has?

Seriously, there is wnother consideration: I can't concentrate as well. Fron tine
to time vhen + get lost in what I'm doiwyg L have it for a short period of time, as long as
I's not aware of the disecouforts and what they bring to mind. But I will think of this,
seriously, in part becuuss it might be quite enjoyuble, and in part bec use without doubt,



" particularly when ¢f light touch is needed, Sam would be the very best!

74 48 a fine and a generous thought and offer .nd I can't axaggerate hovw much we
asprociate it. Funny thingy is that for other writing I'gh been looidng for help. at our
ages und states of heulth I can't justify spending wwy of our not plentiful resources on
an assistant. If I'd hed one to do the searchinug in wy files, in tiw basenent, and to
rorile what is used, I'd have the rough¥ drafts of several booka on papers wWhatuver their
literary yuslity, they'd have been accurate and thorougzhly docunented. ly problem would
nave been what to elimdnate frou the mass of docunentatjon on which + could draw. Please
believe ne, the book on the Kzng assassination could be close to unique in our history.
wnd overvhelming in this. But I could not bring nysel: to do it off the top of thé head.

I could do it only fully and irrefutably documented, and L have that documentation but
cen't get to it for all pructical pprposes. wud it yould, to a degree, be a first-perion
book because I wa$ lay's inve:stigator. I did the investigating for the habeas corpus, vhich
got hin the evidentiary he.ring he'd Leen denied. (To see if he could get what he has nover
had, a trial!) I then did the investigating for that hearing. and now i have the Fil's
documents to prove my investigation and its couclusion. In this alone, a drean bpgok for

a writer or an investigator.

another partly-written book, agent Usinld, was sturted more than 20 years ago. Since
then I've gotten the docunentary proof that is hidden and is not in the officisl inventi-
gution; he neverhad an assignmdnt in the larines that wa. not connected with the CIA end
he had "erypto" und "top secret" cle rinces. and is sccused of killinyg the rresident while
this was unknown to the official investigators who could and should have discovered the
proof as easily as & did. \.ike so nuch, what - dash.d off in those days 41 rotyped and
1've never reud. [ andsure that what I wrote is rough but con be used. Ear fron conplete,
but this need not be o long booke) -

There are people of meuns who are interusted in the poI\Liticul assassinations but
the: have never been helpful and they have piddled awey vast (to ne) suns of money on
what anyone Jith comuon sense should have kiown was irrelevent. For the nost part they
Bave egos that make theun yeum for the accomplishment: their aphroaches cannot yield and
they never learn and keep wasting large moownts of money in the same kind. ol futilities.

T could have done Luch, much npora, with, Z think, soue sigmificance, at least in
perfecting the history and + do think more than this.

sut Tirst we'll have to see what wy health situation is and what I'11 be able to
expect to be able to do.

Wint a wonderful thousht and offer! We love and respect you -f'v]éég more for it and
can't thenk you enough for tidnking of it and for nuldng the offer! I will think about
it but I think it vould be the wost difiicult thing I've tried to write if only because
I do not have that kind of egoe

Thanks so very uuch!

!
7
I,L _1/ Wlat could have beomn i pa@b. Ly point here sygain e [CL % 4
is that this would not have been windmill-tilting and /

that it could have been but there was no uwaselfish, caring

Joe to nalke it posuible.

2/ 13 :.’,'1[3. I'n tuldng the dictuting nachine into town for repair. dnerican eleécicncy bveing
Wiat it has becoue, it has to be sen® out o town - just to get cleuned. What not too
long ago 1'd not have been ufrajd to try uyself.



