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“Who else but the FOE could
have done 111" McDanough re.
sponds. She adds {hat there are
no plefures of the card In Its un-
obliteraied state al the archives,

According lo assassination
writer David Liffon, there J9 no
meniion of DD 1178 In any FBI
{esting reporis he has reviewed,

These jaclude non-published

commission documents, FEI Dal-
Ins fleld offtce reporls and FOI
smpmary reports to the Warren
Commission

The same phole of Oswald on
DD 1173 also appeared in the
Warren Reporl (Cadigan Extribit
15) om & phony Selective Service
classification card found in Os-
wald’s possession with lhe pame
Alek James Hidell, the zame he
supposedly used to purchase {be
essassination rifle by mali order.

1t was the 112th Army Intelli-
gence Group al Forl Sam Hous-
ton that notifled tbe FBI thal he

wax carrying a {rapdulent Selec
tlve Service card. How the mili-.

tary knew ihis hag never been
explalned, :
The Hidell card, wih ils phole-

grapit of Oswnld, was one of Lwo-

major links between Oswald and
the assassinalion weapon. The
olher ls a photograph — known
by ils commission designation of
133A — allegedly taken of Os-

"considered the possibility

" wald brazdishing the weapon in

{he back yard of a home ia the
Oak CILT area of Dailas

Tie 26-volume Warrem Com-
mission “publicallon acknow-
ledged the existence of the DOD
Jdentity card In only two places:
Oswald's milltary record and the
repori of FUI ageut Manuing
Clements, who Jisted e contents
of Oswald’s wallet on the night of
Nov, 22, 1963, aiter the Army In-
telligence tip. Clenients cited
bolh the DOD Identily card apd
the Hidell card.

Clements’ report, however, did
not reveal that the (wo cards bad
ihe same plcture — or it the
DOD tdentity card had a photo ai
all.

The Oct. 23, 1983, postmark on
Oswald’s DOD ideniity card Iz a2
further enigma. “If Jound, drop
In any mailbox,” the card’s re-
verse side fosirucls. [t then tells
the Pasimasier: “Heturn to De-

partment of Defense, Washington

* 25, D.C”

- Neached at Notre Dame Unl-
versity where he ncw teaches
law, Robert Diakey, lormer gen-
eral counsel o the House Select
Commiltee on -Assassinatfor,
that
the card was lost, dropped:in #
mailbox, postmarked and delly-
ered (o lhe Defense Depariment.,

“In that ¢ase™ says Blakey, [%
“Defense would have had o have L.
given It back 1o Oswald. Interest- |

Ing.”

W.J. Liebeler, an assoclate
counsel (¢ the Warren Commis-
slon, expresses similar surprise
al lhe convolutions of Oswalds
mysterious ID card. .

“This Is all new. {0 me,” he

saye. “Two things seem odd. The 3

plcture identified sy Oswald in
Minsk, and the postmark on the

defense cand. The posbmark m- |

plles the Defense Dapariment ei-
{her malled It back o him or
gave It Lo him at some time.” -

I so, that would have hap-. |-
less than a month before |}

mn._::__} apsassination. Was, as
some consplracy (heorisls -sug-
gest, Oswald working for the US.
government at the time?

Renowned assassinallom re-
gearcher Paul Hock of Berkeley,
Calll, adtempled (o discover the
signilicance. of Oswald’s. DD
Form 1173 as early-as' 1074, "~

Todny, he says: “The HSCA
{the House assassination commil-
tee) attempted to deal with the
possibllity 1bat Oswald bad been

‘working wilh ibe US, govern-

ment after he left the Marines.
Dul az far as we know, lhey
didn’L deal with ids card. It may
have been (he missing element.”
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Oswald ID
card may be
missing link

AND MARY LAFONTAINE
SPECIAL TO THE HOUBTON POST

DALLAS — Ou the tense eve-
uing of Nov. 22, 1983, the 112th
Ariny Intelligence Group at Fort
Sam Houston transmitted a cone
fidential priority message to the
U.S. 8trike Command at Flori-
da’s McDill Alr Force Base.

The cable from San Antonio to
Wmanm ﬂzﬁow- 35&5 ed on Red

ert follo at morning’s
asdassination in Dallas of v..hm
dent John F. Kennedy, identlfled
arrested suspect Lee Harvey O
wald as a2 “card carrylng mem-
ber of (the) Communist Party.l’ .
" He was not, but 20 years dgo
today Oswald was earrying a
card that «amnos..- he may have
been an employee of an organiza.
tion much closer to home,

Found by Dallag
wald's wallet — along with a
- photograph of his wife, Marina

- was a U.8, Department of De-.

fense “Uniformed Services Iden-
tification and Privilege Card," or
more simply, a DD Form 1173,

It's a card officlals today say
Oswald should pot have had.

But why he had It and what it
might have meant is one of a
langthy list of unanswered ques-
tions syrroundin ﬂouuoam.a
death. Also in question s whether
Oswald — as the Warren Com-

Please coe OSWALD, A-20

lice in Os- -

OSWALD: Postmark on ID

From A1

jplssion concluded — acled alone
n shooting the president ihat
lear, crisp day In Dallas, or wax
ik part of any one of severel con-
piracks thal have been offered
1p over Lhe past three decades.

¢ DI» 1173 bears Ozwald's photo,

w__s circular seal of the .S, De- |

n-:._:n_.— of Defense, and what

ppears to e a postmark — dat- -

Bd Oct 23, 1963, less than a
rontk before the assassinalion.
+ Oswald was issued the identity

ard by lhe U.S. Marine Corps on

pl. 11, 1959, nine days afier his
requesl for a dependency dis-

arge from the corps was ap-
oved. His stated reassn for the
vest was to supporl his moth-

Marguerile, then: living: in

orl Worth, ; -
Five weeks afler receiving {he

wecks later, he ammounced
is intention {o defect 1o the Sovi-
{ Unbon, .

Oswald's milltary record notes

he idenlity card was issued “In
ccordance with paragraph
3014.5 PRAM (Personpel Re-
cords and Accounting Mampal)™
Mowever, this paragraph per-
lains oniy fo the issuance of
USMC member cards and does
nol apply o a DD 1173. The ap-
prapriale card for the discharged
Oswald, as slipnlaled by the
PRAM, would have been a 2MC
(RES), refllecling hiz new status
in lhe Readv Neserve. -

‘ard jssved at El Toro Naval Air
slation, Santa Ana, Calif., Os-
ald crussed the Fimnlsh-Soviet
rder on his way to Moscow.

card creates more speculation

L. Kim Miller, a Washington
spokeswoman for the Marines,
said Dswald could have been Js-
sued a DD 1273 for one of two
reasons; because of an Injury
while on actlve duty entitiing
him to medical privileges, or be-
cause he was a civilian employee
overseas needing a military 1D.

Rut records do not show an in-
jury 1o Oswald, and civillan em-

loyment, she adds, "would not
ave been annotated fo his mill-
tary book."”

A simlilar finding was reached
Hy Dennis Velock, reference his-
iprian of the US, Army Mililary
History institute of Carlisle,
Prenn. He noles Isswance of DD
1373 was repalated under De-
{buse . Departmeni guidellnes at
the time Oswald_recelved his
card. Thesg guidellnes [Imited re-
cipienis of such cards largely lo

military dependents “and civil--
ipest who require military ldentl- -

fjeation,”” =

If such & card Lnu_wau__a n

érror, says Vefock, “it wouldn’t
have been authorized, and lmme-
dialely upon belng called lo offl-
cial altention would have been
changed or revoked.”

There I3 no evidence Oswald's
identily card was revoked, even
dlter be defected, threatened lo
provide military secrels to the
Rossiany and received an unde-
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_sirable discharge from the Ma-

rine Corps In 1960, Oswald’s card

did nol expire until Dee. 7, 1962,

Oswald’s card was not prinied
In the photographic evidence of
ibe Warren Comnmissien’s report
on Nemnedy's assassination. Bul
the head-on photograph. of Os-
wald en DD 1171 (s the same as
two other Oswald photes Inclad-

* ed in the report.

One Is Warren Commission
Exhibit 2892, identified’ by the
FHI as “Photo taken in Minsk."
(The “Minsk” photo has a while
clreutar culout in the Jower right
hand corner correspending 10 the
overlapping postmark on the De-_
fense Department card.) -

The Minsk contradicllon ~= Os-
wald's {rip to Rossla occurred af-
ter the issunnce of the DOD iden-
tity card — was nol evident lo
the commission, apparenily be-
cause lhe card was nol made
available to iis members by the
FBL -

In December 1906, when the
FB1 {inally released Oswald’s
Defente Depariment |deslily
‘card to the National Archives, i
arrived “necarly “oblllerated by
FI {esting,” according (o archi-
visl Sue McDonough of the Civil
fteference DBranch., “The color,
the Image, the printing, every-
thing is gone,” she said. “'You
couldn® use it 1o show anything.”

Challenging Lhe archivist's ns-
serlion, F11 spokesman Blll Car-’
{er of the Public Affalrs Office in
‘Washington asks, “How does she
(McDonough) know Il was lested
by the FBI? Does she have a re-’
port?™ )
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To complete the face of the Hidell notice a picture of Lee Harvey
Oswald was inserted into the space in the lower left-hand corner
which had been created by reducing the size of the printed legend at

the bottom.#®
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