spril 15, 1969

Dear Art,

On thoze ~»f the nights on which I go to bed on which I court my
blessings, 45 vou think T thank God fer the urderground prees which finds 1t
impossidls to mentionw underground bocks (even s single time) while bueily
engagad in publicizing competitive commerciel cnes (and deted ones &t that)?

4y awn recding o¢f tbil: press for wonieh * naBl hoped so much tells
e 1t lLss bteceme ite own kind cof sstetiishment, ite cw#n kind of commsrcisliem,
henee 1te cwn kiad of failure, its own kind of bstrygsl of freedom of the press,

ind uneriticesll Sycophantic =na1 vathinking!

Ye do not uelp uur friends by telling them thay ars right snd
sonderful when tiey sre wrong end hustful. I mem thls aspecificslly, in two
arpliestions, This 1¢ neitier fricadsbip ner responsibility, either.

' a& now, especially wnen 1 have 2ot seen thos: promlesd sessetions and
reveleiions iu your paper, jou ere wonderlng how fo spend the wsges of sycophaney.
{ou eunuot Joia the woXkfpsck, feor that »ould te wrong, it 3lsc is no way to trest
& friend, ané slsc dues not Balpe ~nd you cannot write the stories, bscouse they
would be folse,

The dey 1 wes to huve met you for lunch, the Gate you didn't keep snd
didn't bother to bresi, you wight heve lesrmea what :1r-ht hove savad you whet you
shoula now find vary ambsrressiag. ask “teve Purton, wao alse would nct listen.
And heow Kind you were. tost whs ¢pe of severs]l sleepless nikgnks thet trlp, #nd on
those $rips tuere wve rarsly norc then two ~r tire hours of sleep er nlghi,.

Ie t on that geme trip you orderad coplse ¢f my still-uninown, still
fresh, =anc vory uddsrground back IEOTOGHAFIIC "HITE'LZH. ou were geing to promote
it, sell it in your stores. *ou h2ve more sensations in tiast bonk that sre true snd
vieble then in a1l the ¢rep you Tound space for theut almoet without excention was
the moet awful trash =ad nonzanse. “cmembar, I told you you nould reproduce tne
until=then cup-reesse’ documents i veu zeve yroper eredit, If you heve mentioned
the book onecs, evern in vour adfe that yruxplsce in your ~wp paper, it hes esmaped
my a%tention, You d4id print 2 paid-~for 2lascified 8d¥ masking whera snother of 2y becks
emld be cbteinsd, Thst beck? The omly one with the unquestioned fect sbout New Orlesn
in entirely originsl benk,}oaded with fect vn! seneation, snd unknown to your maders
snd book customers. Need I remind jou whet, th-nks to your peper, they do "know"?

Beczuse of such eminertly feir treatment by your peper and the others
~f tre "undorground™ (5.1 of which h&ws besn o-l7 tao hapryy te vrint under the neme
of snother whet wes blatantly stnlem), 1 now have three books in limited editiocns,
uneble $o vrint them. imd they sre hot!

The pest cen ot be undone or relived. I would like to ses some of those
responcible etone tn the dagrese roazible.

I have written you ebout tais in tae --st without resp-nse. lou owe



me for those boorxs etill. I enelose vour YWarch 5, 1988 note that acknoxledszes
receipt. I would dppreciate it if you could noew pay this promptly. My need, =8
always, is urgent, and it iz long overdue.

i also regret you never Tound it possible to line up & =zpesking
engogemnent. You do not know how 1 communicste +ith thst kina of sudience - yet
without liss, manufsctures, distortionms - with solid materiel you have yet to
hear szzriously rquestioned.

8incerely,

Harold -eisberg



