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Armeo Probers Want
Kleindienst Testimony
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A congressional subcommit-
tee wants Attorney General
Richard G. Kleindienst and
White House aide Peter Flani-
gan to testify next week on

the White House role in an
anti-pollution court case
against Armco Steel Co.

Rep. Henry 8. Reuss (D-
Wis.), chairman of the House
Government Operations Sub-
committee, charged earlier
that the White House inter-
ceded to win modification of a
federal court order that
Armeco stop dumping toxie
matter into the Houston ship
channel,

A former assistant attorney
general, Shiro Kashiwa, now a
judge on the US. Court of
Claims, has testified that the
White House did not ask him
to seek modification of the
court order. But Reuss said a
memorandum was later ob-
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tained showing that Kashiwa
instructed one of his assistants
to discuss the case with two
Flanigan aides. '

Kashiwa was contacted by
the White House, Reuss said,
after William C. Verity, presi-
dent of Armco, wrote to Presi-
dent Nixon protesting that the
court order would endanger
the firms operations.

Shortly afterward, the Jus-
tice Department asked the
court to reduce its original or-
der and permit limited dump-
ing, Reuss said.

“Both the integrity of the
judicial process and the fight
against environmental pollu-
tion will be impaired if politi-
cal influence is used to modify
court decrees ordering pollu-
ters to stop discharging toxic
wastes,” Reuss said in an-
nouncing the start of his sub-
committee’s hearings next
Thursday.




