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. Q_. A would or +he neck and of ..be -

-t e

Thié . Coéy "Fox* |

HEWS fco‘NFEREn.CE'f R \

I " AT THE ,m_u'm:;zom v
' WITH RAYRE BAVES | . .
HOVEMIZR _éz, 19-3.,4
3:16 P.M,  CST
Triday ‘
Lo _ Dallas, Te.::e.;
Hﬁ. HA‘-?Ké: Le‘.:‘me Save y;mr éttention, pleplse.

You wanted to tallk to some of the att ending
p.:ysic*e.ns. I bave two o them here, Dr, Hzlcolm Perry,.

- an gttending surgeon hsre &t the Parkland Eenozial Bospital,
Ee will taik to you :E:.rs.,, and then Dr. Kexp Clark, the

cislel neurosurgeon here st the hospital., He willi .tell ydu
waat he knows about it, Dz, Parry. :

.Q. Vere you in e. tendance wben the 1>:I:es:i.dax:n: diedr

-
LI

- Q. uet hiz tell h*s story.
PR DR, HALOOLH PE?.E:'.’ : I was sum.aoned to the Emergency
room sbortly after the President was broug.:t in, on 2n .
exnergency basis, :bnmedia»ely after tbe President's arrival.
Upon reaching bis side, I noted that be was im criticel
coadition from a wound of ibe neck and of the bead. Immediate
resuscitative measures -- g :

Q. V¥ould you go slower?

DR, PERRY: I no..ed he was :ln a critical condit:lon .
from _the wound in the necL and tbe head,

'

Q. Could that be dbone by one sbot?

) Dl}.‘PERR'!: I cannot con;]éc-fure. I don't know,

DR, PERRY: -- of tbe bead; Immediate resuscitative
measures were undertaken, and Dr, Kemp Clarlk, Professor of
Feurosurgery, was summoned, along with severa.l other members

- o2 the surgicel and medicz" ‘staff, They errived immediately,’ ’

but at this point the President's condit* on did not allow
complete resuscitation. : A -
Q. What do you nean by "complete re"uscitation"? .

nn' pmmr- Be was critically 111 and moribund

' :t the tina tbesa measures were dbegun,

Q. Completely 111 and what

DR :PERRS" Yoribund. . C@P Y

‘wag_ [LYNDON BAINES JDHNSDN_LIBRAL
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* Q. Whbat does nat mean?

s - " " DR, PERRY:. néar death,

Q. What was the word you used? . et

.

i

DR, PERRY: Morivund. Dr, Clark arrived thereafter, - C
immediately. . - .. ' R

Q. Could you -eil us what resuscit tative measures -’ ok
‘were attempten? . . . L

pdedor e e

DR, 'OERRY' Assicted respira..ion. ' o - T
.Q Taa.t is that S R
Q. With what?-

DR, PERRY: Assigted respiration with oxygen and
an anesthes;a rachine, passage of an endo..racaeal tube

S Q. Does that nean you st:lck it ia? -

DR, PEZRY: Yes, plnca :Lt' 1n his tracaou

.
- - - o s.w'_“'a

Q. Spell it for us, please, ISR E

- DR _PEBRY: E-n-d-o-t-r-a-‘c-b-e-a-l.'-‘p'.. tracheostony, ;-]

;Q.:. They did per.iorm 2 .racheostohy?
DE, pxamr' Yes, s SIS

N : Q. Would you spell :lt?

- DR, PERRY: T-r-a-c-b-e-o-s-t;o-mfye

v; Q. Was there a priest in the rooam at this time, = . .-
: " Doctor? . . . . . .- R -

; - - MR, HAWKS: Tbe doctor is just teliing you =bout

£ the operation. .- . )

DR. PERRY: Blood and f£luids were also givea, and ;
. &n electrocardiograph monitor was attached to record any heart-—-
beat thbat migbt be pxeseni; At this point, Dr. Clark was .
" - elso in sttendance, : . ' .

Q. VWbat is his neme? : ; o
DR. PEE:RY- Dr. Kemp Clark Ané Dr, Charles Ba.;.ter. U

: 'DR, KEMP CLABI;. 1 was called’ by Dr. ‘Perry because
the President - - . » ‘

k L,A,Q. _You are DIir, Clark?




/ Lo President had sustained a brain
wound. On my arrival, the resuscitative ‘efforts, the . -

. any possible -~ . 3

- beca{xse the

tracheostomy,: the administration’ of_ chest tuves to relieve

Q.. Conldyou slow dovn a ;:lt‘i:la bit, 'chtdr , please?

DR, CLARK: -- %o relieve any possibility of air

‘being in the pleural space, the electrocardiogzan had been

booked up, blood and fluids ‘were being edminigtered by Dr.
Perry and Dr, Baxter, it was apparent that the President
had sustained a lethal wound, ' : '

‘A missile bad goae in or out of the- back of his
bead, causing extensive jzccerations and los3 of brain tissue,
Shortly after I arrived, the patient, the President, lost

" his beart action by the electrocardiogram, bis beart then

j:ad stopped., *

: . We attempted resuscitative measures of bis heart, ~
jncluding clesed chest cardiac massage, but to no avail. =

6_. ‘That was closed chest?

DR. CLERK: Yes. - - IR

Q. Does that mean external, Doctor, closed? . )

... --. DR, CLARK: Yes, .We yere able io obtain palpable
pulses by - this metbod, but, sgain, to no avail. .

Q. .m.:a.t is palpab}e?'

MR, HAWKS: What didl you ask? -
d. Palpable? ; Y a
DR, CLERK: Palpable.

Q. .P:.A.lpa.'.ﬁ-le wha'ﬂ':‘?‘ e
‘DB.. CLARK. Pulses,

Q. Doctor, how many .doctoxrs were in attendance at

" the time of tbe President's deatb?

. Q. Doctoi'-. can you tell us bow lonz after be .
srrived on the Epergency table before be expired? In other -
words, bo¥ long was be living while in the hospital?

DR. CLARK: 40 mimutes, perbaps.”

DR. PERRY: I wes far too busy to tell. I aidoe't
even look at the watchb. - e e .
" 40 minutes.

pR. CLARK: I would guess about

Q. Doctor, can you describe the course’ of the ¥ous

througﬁtpehead? . D e L e
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DR, CLARK: . We, were “too busy to be absolutely suré
oi tha track but the 'back o:l his head

Wlhe v &

L oq. And througb the neck?

DR, CLARK: Principally on his z':l.gbt side , towards
_the right side, .

Q. What w'as the exact time of death, ddctor?

DR. CLARK-' Thzt is very difficu'lt to’ say. Ve
were very busy, and in answer to someone else's question, .
we had a lot of people in autendance. We elected to make
. this at 1300 .

g c. You elected?

Tt
'Q. What, sir? -

- DR CLARK Ve p*onounced ‘him at% 1.>00 hours. .

. Q. Thirteen o.r.?

HA’.’IKS- 1: 00 o*clock:

- Q. Can you desc*ioe his neck wound?

DR CLARK: I was busy witb his head wound I would

like " to a.sk the psople \mo took care of ‘Lha» part to describe
tha.. to you. )

Q. Fhat was tbe qaestion? .
- .
. DR, PERPY- "Toe meck wound, o5 vis ible ‘on the
patient, revaaled a bulle-. hole almost in the nid 1i.ne.

v Q. What was that?

- -

-. DR. PEBRY' A bullet hole a'lmost ...n-t‘ne nid line,

.

Q. .Would you demonstrate? )

. DR, PERRY. In ihe lower poriion of the ngck,'in
':!ronta - : ..

Y

Q. Can you demonstrate, Doctor , oD your own neck?
DR, PERRY: Approxizately bere (indicating). * -

Q. Below the Adem's apple?

. DR, PERRY Below the Adam's apple. .

- Q. Doctor, is 1t the assumption th'n it went .
‘..hruugh the bead? ’ i ) :

DR, PE RY: '.l‘hz.- would be on conjecture on my part.
.mnere are two wounds, as Dr. Clark noted, onme of the neck and
.one of the head. Whether they are dil\,c.,'ly related or rel?ted -
to two bullets, I cnnnot say. ) :

','..'5\:_”3 . T eaa | aem - .

”
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;- question to put to tbese gemtlemen, They weze 'bUSY with tbe

T

ebility to de'cribe whether it went through it from either

i the exit wound from the nec.: 6r it could have been a tangential

_pu-. toithis doctor.

"availe.ble later and we will ‘take tbose detaills then. .

" In your estma+1°n, was tnere one Or two Wound"?
-us sometbing. c . - '

Pa.{-;e 5 ~ #1327-C

+‘Q, Where was the entrance wound? _ - e L ;l'
s !'”'_ , K3 . -""’ . -,' '.. .. o - . ot _~'."~. ”

DR PERRY: -There was an “entrance wound in "the neck
Lﬂ regards tbe one on tae Head, I ‘cannot eay. et ',--

: Q. vhich way was ..he bullet coming on the neck
wound? At ‘him? :

3

DR, PERRY- It apoeared to be com*nc at him.“'

e Q. And the one bea:lnd? '

s

RO PEP.RY' The nature of the wound eefies -.be

side, I ca.nnot tell you that. Can you, Dr. Clerk?

DR CLARK- Tbe be..:l wound could have been either
wo.md, as :l was simply a.large, gaping loss of t;lssue.

Q. That wes the .,m:nediate cause oz death -- tbe .
head wound? .

- ‘.

‘DR, CLARK° I aosuwe S0;,¥es,

. Q, There is a mzior that Lyndoa Johnson had a
heart attack, and I would 1ika to check that out :

- s . - —e—— ——t—t. @ - 00
e b Lttt e b st 2™
" e e T ot

DR. _C X: I bawe no informa..ion.

. ¥R, BPVI{S. 1 don't believe these 'rentlemen were
in attendance witb the Vice 1>:l'es:i.t:len‘l:.

Q. Whare was he wben this was going on?

m BNIKS. The.. is not t1:e quest:lon you sbould

Q. Can you teil us wbere he is?

MR, HAWKS: 1 can't now, but Hr. Kilduff will be .

Q. We can‘t bear you.

¥R, HAYKS: They are askmg wheze the Vice President
vas, but 1 don't know st the moment. That is not the proper

President at the time. . .

Q. Where was ¥rs,; Kennedy?

MR, HAWKS: 1 aon't know tbat detail either. As you. -
might suspect, we were ail busy around here. . T

:l"’tle more? .
Q.- Can't we c'lear tbis up ;]ust i 1 Just s:lve

DR, PERRY; I don't know. From tbe in:]u_rY: At ds

HORE
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Aoncaivable that it could have been caused Dy one wound,
- T but there could bave been two Just as well if ibe secong
. pallet struck. tbe bead in addition to stziking the neck, and
1 cannot tell you tbat due %o the pature of the wound. There
is no way for me to tell. ) e e
T A T T L L e e
.- Q. Doctor, describe the entrance yound. You:
think from the frxont in the.throat? . R

" DR, PERRY: The wound appeared to be an entrance
wound in the front of the +tpbroat; yes, +hat 1o correct.’ -
The exit wound, I don't lmow, It could have pean the bead
or there couid have been a gecond ‘wound of the head, There -
was not tiwme to :leigemine' tuls at the pariiculer instant,

- Q. "1‘-";.\'.11& the bullet have bad to.+iravel up from )
tae peck wound {0 exit through the back? | ’
t . . . .

) _DR, PERRY: Unlecs it was deviated fvom its course - .
by striking bone or some other object.. B .

Q. Doctor, can you give us your ages, please?

DR, PERRY:. I am 34

s

. Q. You are Doctor who:?

PR, PERRY: Pezry. . . - )
‘ )R, HAVKS: This is pr. Malcolm Perzy, attending .
surgeon, and this is Dr. Lemp Clark, chief of neurosurgexy
at tbis bospital. : R -

o

Q. How old are you, sir?
. ‘DR, CLERK: 38, '
Q. 1t tbat C-l-a-2-k7.

DR, CLARK: Yes.

. Q. Can you 4+ell us whether th.e autops§ will be
. performed here Or elsewhere? e T

. pa, PERRY: I do mot bave that information.
¥R, HAWKS: I don't knov either‘." s

Q. Will there be one?’

—~—

VYR, BAWKS: I don't know that.
Q. Where is the President's body?

MR, HAWKS: I couldn't tell you.
Q. W—as the Presidenf ever cons;ioufs after .t?,e-'
bullet struck him? . T _ ,

v ' pR, PERRY: Mo, not while I wag in léﬂefdénc?'.

I1ORE
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/// S - Qe How much 'b"ood was nsed? o | -
. . .t -
: DR, PEBBY- I don't know. Thsre waa considera‘ble .
bleeding. ° , C -

.3 - TN ~ . .
3

it

,d.' now ‘soon did 7ou ses him ‘azter he th' in? -
Q. Did you have to send ior blood?

DR. PERRY-. Blood was sent foxr end oo..ained yes. ] |
Q. ,Wbere?

DR. PERRY: From our Blood Bank, -

Q. BHere in tbe nospltal? - " : -

" DR, pnnm': Bere :Ln tbe hospital.

P

¢. "How INCb ved, used? : T - -

- DR, PERRY I can't ..311 you the.t.

- Q. How much blood? |,

DR, PERRY’ I don't knaw.

.. Q.. Doctor, were tne 1ast ritea per‘omed in the
-!-‘.mergency R.oom? ‘- S _ '

- e . s .-

DR, m:am- Yes.

'Q. Yes, they vore?
... ¥R, BAWKS: Yes, they ‘said they ware. Kildufs
4+o0l1d you, too. . - - T :

c. .

Q. vh:lch room va.s this? What :ls the room 1ike?

DR, PERRY Bmergency operating Boo:\ No. 1. .

-

- Q. Bow ‘far :!rom the door is that and which way?

RTINS DR, KEMP: t-zight :I.n £rom the Energency Boom _
- - gpirance, at the back of the hosp:lta.l » app*o..inately 40 iae...
V Q. Approximate 1y , what? N '

. rm. HAWLS. Forty feet from the e‘aergency antrance, )
Q. The :!:lrst floor?
" DR, ‘ICEEP- "The ground :Eloor.

T .Q, How many doc ..ors a.nd purses wera 4in attendance
at the time of death? . . . .

' DR. "pERRY:; There were at least eight or ten
-physicians at that time. . - |

o
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Co Q. At least eir'.ut or ten phys*c a.n sF ) L -
7 nn mmm- Yes.
e Q. D:ld you thim. bim mortally vounded at the t:l.me
you first examined him, or did you think there was no possi—

‘bixity of saving bhis 1'1fe at that pointr
_ pERRY: No, I daid not.
DR, cmpx Ho,' sir. S

Q.- Did you say there were eight or ten doctors or
doc ..ors anu nu.ses? .

i DR CLARK ‘E" 5nt ox ten doctors.
: Q.' Can we get ihat straight, Doctor? Did you ‘say
you did no} think there weg any possibi 1ity of saving ‘his.
life when you tirst looked at bim? .’ .

DR, CLARK' Tha» is what 1 sald; yed.

" Eow long bed he been in be;.ore you saw 'him, sir?

DR, CLLRK: T'n:.a I don't know becau.,e 1 nas not
look ing et my watcb. ~ ;

- Q. VWhbo was the ﬁ.rst doctor wno saw bi.m, a.nci bow’
._1ong before be got there? .

'DR. CLARK: Just 2 matter of a few seconds.

-

DR. PERRY: I srrived there shor 13! after bis
adaission, I can't tell you the exact time because I went
:meediately and be bad just been admitted snd I walked in

4+he room, - 1 don't know uhe exact time. I was in qu:Lte a

Jburry. . e . .

. Q. Viere any membe"s of tbe fam'lly or otbers in the

::‘oom ‘besides tbe doctors , in tbe Emargency Boom? .

DR, PERRY: I em afraid I was not aware o:E that..
I wasg quite too, busy to nod ce. . I : '

< MR, B.AWKS' We will have to get those'détails from.nac.

Q. Do you hzve any new details sbout our plamns, -
vlhau you are going to do?

. llIR. HAWKS: * I can't until I get a reading from you
:Eellows. For instance, you have a new Pres:.d.en... ) .

Q. Do we? Was be sworn :ln? S e e

: _ uR EWWKS: Well, he went somewhere to f:tisw:::aigin; o
"+ 1 assume be is sworn ib 2% this time, but Ewa“ L:t's : P
' Opviously, you are going %o have a new Prec ident. : i

o (et TR FE S
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“ _Q. wbere is he e;oing to be? -

: Ha.c is with hinm, trying to ‘get the dotails, and "he’ win S
v call we or come 1n here‘ 'ﬂe w:l:ll try to :tind out AR

: -'f DR PERBY' * Can we' go now? o

', ) T'AE PnEss- ’rhanlt you, Doctors.
EERE m. HAHI\S' Your plans ’ what do you wa.nt to do?

.o Q. First, is there anything more about Ers. Kennedy?
MR, EM‘JKS- I.et's do some "supposinv" because we .
need some n" am'ng for your press plane; s e S

: "Q. How about Mrs, Kennedy? Has “che gone back to
Tla...h:.'\g»on, or is she ao*n"? _ . o .

.~

e lER. "HAWKS: Tha» *s wbat Hac is t"ying to :Eind out
"now, This takes a lot of doing.’ . o

Q. Cb.n we stay hexre with tbe new Pzesident?

' . ¥R. mwxs-i 1% you want o stay bere with the new
’-’res*dent, if he stays here, I don't know +that be.is going )
to stay here. Tha.t is whv I want to "supposa“ here for a -

.Azni.nute. A . . . _— R

Q. Let’s put :lt on the basis o:E wna.. tHe new

President does. If be s»ays, we stay, end if ‘e, goeS, we go.

- ¥R, EAWL(S Suppose the ‘body goes bacL an_d tpe new .

President stays? Do some of you want to stay, or go?

‘ Q... Stay v:lth the new President. - ,-

. MR, ' RAWKS: | A1l right, tbat is what I I wanted. fo
. #1nd out, .You know, tbere e.re buses and planes and things
: 111:3 that. " ._. . R . X B PRI .:. .. . ; -

S Q. I know I wontt be go:lng ba.cL in. .o.ny ‘case.
Can 1 get my luggage back here? - How do we ‘gat lugga.ge on
the press plane oﬁ of. thexo? oo . .

we will get the luggage bexe, Don't worry-about it.

: Q. Ve bave luggage in the wire car, but God
knows where it is. - .

' Q. Where will the ne.{t briefing be, bexe or where?'

' MR, HAVKS: Rigbi here, ‘sn for as T know. This is
\vhare Mac sald be could come be.ck to. :

ED. -

m. mmxs- ' ‘.l'ha... :ls what f an tryin_; to nnd out. ‘;-,J_;‘“_ -

" MR, HAWES: If we decide to spend the nwgt hare, L

‘-
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