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12/18/75 unrecorded / DENIALS
1. If before 12/18/75 there had recently been g "serial-by- serial review" of the
enﬁ.mlmnmrﬂ.e,lbyhuomplimuthuoald.anqmthmdalneduw

2. Cuckoldry as motive and no referemce in all the MURKIN files:

This is an old trick, of searching the wrong files. The one in which that was certain
not to be found is MUBKIN, Aside from personal files on King there was a series of
Cointelpro, Cominfil, Racisl Matters and similar files,

Added comment: these files contain false affidavits possible because they were executed
by officials lacking first-person knowledge. They also contain the proof of the falsitye
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L Y Re gl " *In the attached nawspagor article which apé;grcd in -\
{17 "The Washington Post" on 12/17/75, Jack Anderson clalms that ~ N §
{1 y " ghortly after King's assassination on 4/4/68, Mr, Hoover, through :
e an intermediary, sent word to Anderson that the motive behind the . ]
3 murder of King was cuckoldry and that the assassin a garentl it §
§ had been hired by a jealous husband. According to this article, .\ |
the FBI intermediary identified the Los Angeles coupla i:o_4Iut_tdtn.'_amrl.,\;:J ;
Personnel in thae Intelligence and General Investigativc_ }~ E
SRR Divisions, familiar with our investigatlons of King and his e 3
&g assassination, were canvassed and had no recollection that an - ?ﬁ
p FBI representative contacted Anderson and advanced the above =~ " i
I~ motive theory outlined in his article. In addition to canvassing
e - personnel familiar with our investigations concerning King, there
i n - was rece leted a serial-by-saerial review of the assas-
] ji sination, (MURKIN))case and no evidence was discovered that . - .
T Anderson wWas=comntacted. D =

Our canvass of personnel included SAC Richard Long of

the Phoenix Office, who supervised the MURKIN case at FBIHQ.

i . Long stated that early in the MURKIN investigation, priox to

& A identifying Ray, the Bureau interviewed a nmumber of people close 2

8 Eo to King, including the Los Angeles woman with whom King had had -

: - a close relationship, to ask them if King had confided in them '’
information relating to threats on King's life, which information

could be used for leads in determining the identity of the assassin.

However, Long did not recall anyone going to Anderson as claimed

in the article, # : ,

ACTION:

None., For information and record purposes,
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By Inck Anderson

sl Lew Whitten
! The FBI vendella against Dr. Marlin
Luther King Jr. didn'l end with his mur-
der. FBI Direclor J, Edifar Hoover, who
had tried lo biacken King's name while he
:ras alive, also tricd to tarnish it after his

’ cath.

_ Nol lorg afler King was gunned down on
the Lalcony of hiy Memphis motel on April

[Hoev

4, 1068, Hoover senl word to me thatl thet

mollve behind the murder was cuckoldry,
that the assassin apparently had been
hired by a jealeis hushand,

'
!

1 have Lield bock this story for mor- than

+ seven years because of my rule aguint
revealing sourcas, Bul Hoover i now
[iathog from e coutemporary scene into
history. His incredible altempt to panic
King into commilling sulcide. &t seems to
me, also abrogales any right he mas have
had lo confidentialily. Therefore, 1 have
decided I is in the public Interest totell the

- story.
Back in 1868, 1 was on good lerms with
s the old FBI curmodgeon. He sent word
through an Inlermediary that King's
. killer, James Earl Ray, had been in Los
| Angeles shorily Lefore he returred cast to
| stalx the civil rights leader, . :
; *  Hoover's messenger suggesied that Ray
| had been hired by a jealous husband, who
had become enrajied by the discovery Uit
his wife had borne King's child. The in-
lermediary " ldentified the Los Angeles
coup’e and showed me supporting data,
inclttding an FBI1 report describing a
- passionate interiude between the wife and
Dr.King ina New York City holel,. . |
1 was eager, of course, lo find out who
was behind the assassination. So 1 flew 1o
Los Angeles and did my damnncdest to
conflirm the 81 keads. [ waylaid the wife
and husband scparately for con-
\ frontational Interviews . and quéstioned

’

iy, Others who might have known of the '

alleged love allair, the paternity of the .
?ﬂd or the allitude of the husband toward

ing. 4

I could find absolutely no evidence that
contrudicted the couple’s own evnlanation
that Dr. King was 2n honored friend of (he
family, a frequent guest in their home and
nothing more.

1 also discavered with decpening ap-
prehension that there were no FBI agents -
on Lhis trail thal was suppored Lo be so hot,

1 returned to Washington satisfied thal the
FBI slory was erroneous and hall con-
vinced thal it was a deliberate hoax.

Yet | was reluctant to believe ill of
Houver, Lilie s0 many others, [ wanted to
believe there wa3 at least ooe rock of in-
fegrity in Washington, He had, afler all,
created 2 miracle — an honest and ef-
ficient police force out of what had been in
1924 a corrupl menagzerie of drunxs. hacks,
misfits and courthouse hangers on. So [
be{x the jury out on Hoover.

n late 1970 the jury came in, for me. [
happened to be on an airplane with the late

* Rep. Hale Boggs (D-La.), then the-House

. relations:

. rmmaEmnpyyue- - dDe

3o

majorily lader. He told me how members
of Congiress were being intimidated, if not
blackmailed, by Hoover,

He said (Yl the I'81 would come upon a
skeleton in a member’s closet —a woman, .
a vice, a shady busincss associate — and
then get word to him 1bu an accusation
against him had reached the FB1 and they
wanled Lo alert hiin so he couwld be on his
guard. From (hen on the member was
likety to be a captive of Hnover,

or the next few days, 1 circulated
‘among officials and reporters who were
likely 1o know somelliing about the dark
side of Hoover. | discoverad thal every last
one of thiem was ofraid of Hoover. A check
of the newspaper morgues In late 1979
demonstrated the result of Hoover's

, carrot-und slick mastery of public
decodes of loudatory. olien
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:dolizing caverage; but no sustained,
brass-knuckied, mass cirey Adion_atjack
.and few eriticisms of any kin&
¢ Becawse we believed no police official
should ever become this powerful in
America, we began an investigation of the
FBI chiel. In a serics of colwnns that ran
sporadically from December, 1970,
. through the fall of 1954, we-sevealed
among other things: )

t Hoover had received $50,000 for
books wrilten in his name by FBI per-
sonnel on govermnent time: that he had
accepted annual free vacations at the
Hol:r Del Charro near the Del Mar, Calif.,
race track from oil milllonaire Clint
Murchison Jr.: that Hoover used the FBI
lo dig up and ciculate dirt about the
Eivale lives of prominent Americans who

- d commitled no crimes; that he had
. kept members of Congress under sur-
veillance then hed ubout it
. We also.discvovered that the man of
steel, the deity who kepta iife-sized bronze
. bust of humself in the fover of his home,
was in reality, even as you and I, a [atty
“with a sweet tool and a stomach full of
gas s; & dweller In a burglary-ridden
" nelghborhood whos2 own Christmas lights | 4
had been vandalized; a fearful old man |~
whe crouctied in one corner of his
" ~bulletproof limousine and propped up his
‘ bal In another corner.
As Uie moulks ol 1971 passed, and it was
secn thal we had not been struck down by
 lightning, critical scrutiny began
througheul the n::;:on;l Im.etlia —mslal!we.
Time, Newsweek, the duily press, ni
' television. , =
The result was Instructive. Hoover
suddenly pylled in his horns.
White House aldes complained that
Hoover fizd grown soit. Bt Hoover had
rediscovered the restraints of thel-
American system — too late for his
reputation but nol tu late for the country.

(1975.United Fearure Syndicate, inc.)
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\‘I‘O i Mr. Gallagﬁer{?('-:‘ DATE: 12/9/75 . - e hbes: —

: In the early evening of 12/5/75, ”
e Night Supervisor, Files and Communications Division, was a vised
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suBJECT: MURKIN
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On the late afternoon of Friday, 12/5/75, the U. S.
Department of Justice submitted a request to FBIHQ (General
Investigative Division) to review all files pertaining to the
MURKIN investigation on Saturday and Sunday, 12/6-7/75.

As you are aware, the MURKIN investigation encoméaséed.-
84 sections of file. The locating of these files on such short
notice and deadline was a task of considerable magnitude. . .- -

! of this request and urgency of same. Approximately three hours
later the bulk of the files were delivered to the General : ...
Investigative Divisipon; however, numerous sections had to be :
put on special locate as they (the remaining sections) were 8-/
situated individually elsewhere in FBIHQ. The task of loca ;
the remaining sections of the file was most difficult and wére .
ultimately located only through the diligence and perseverence
of the several employees of the Files_and Communications Divigion.
when the Departmental official arrived on Saturday morning, . -
12/6/75, the Civil Rights Section was in a position to completely
service the Department's request for the file review. ~riilino
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gative Division recommends

RECOMMENDATION: ' The General Investi
3 unications Divisi

be commen roug ely . i

Assistan splendid efforts and pexformance -

in this matter. Administrhtive Division concurs. TR
Appropriate letter attached for Asgistgnt Director
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