kg assapsination records appeals Harold veisberg 4/25/60

Withholdinzs by not sesrordng proper files and by not filing by subject

"Crine liecords" Division - filas not searched; function

law enforcement purpose - there was none

continued FEI stonewaliing, ass.atéd by fallure to act on timely apreals

Attached are three records not provided in C.i. 75-1996, They pertain to the
Lomphin sandtation vorkers stidke, which 1s & specific iton of my requests, and %o the
PEL's cuupaign W Br. King,

These were provided by the FEI under dote of 10/16/72 (Retter attached), which
led %o an sppesl by a copy of umy response of 10/22/78 to the FiI (cony attachod),

There was confusjen 1: my C.d, ?s—tg%mqmmmmmwmnmlmos. a0
to vesolve that I f1led a seperate roquest. The FAT acknowledpos this in its second
mragraph, "s..roceasing your request for the seourity(sie) files an Pr, King." ly
second parwzegph includes the appeal.

That requost etill has not been couplied withe I have appealed +nis mepeatedly,
without reaponse, Thnmigmﬂaimudh&uklogofmm than three yesrs. This is pledn
shonswaliing,

One of the Ituwrs of oy Cods T5-1556 roguests ds fur the reauits of re-dnvesti-
eations, The last pragreph en boge won of oy appesi rofeve to one such reinvestdgation,
It agein requosts those rwoults, These rvcords still have not been provided end tho
sppeal lns wot bean acted upon. ogadn, this is stoncwailing,

bor FULa exemptious to ve applicable there igst be o law endorcement purpose or a
lopltinste nntional. socurity investigation, Tic attached recoris are azong the proofs
that there were no such purposen, although ihe FOI, particularly the Director, pretended
thnmufssamﬂmmlmmwmtanmti.nbr. Kinge Therc is no clein to any law enforce-
meat purpose.

Althouzh the FHL 444 not Liform me of the source of these records, they np esr to
have coue froa Hoover's personal files, Thay Sear regular £ile numbers end could also
be retrieved 'by beans of these regular numbers,

The senitativn otrike record, rather bhan havings been filed by that title and
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nwiber, wgs captioned "CUBMMINTRLLIGWE FROGRA; BLACK MaTIONALIST Mafh GRUUPS;
RACLAL DMMGLLICLEUS (Va8 LULSR: KLG)," 1t i a Ugintelpro proposal but it is
without referenos to any black nationaliam, which the strike ves not in any event,

and i1t neither holds nor pertains to any inforvetion relating to "racial intelligence."
1% is, sinply, a proposel to exbarrass Dr, King by false propagmnds, by the FEll putting
eut an unfrathful ptory about kdn and the strile. Obviously, thore is no lew enforoo=
ment purpose in this, nor any offort to obiain logitimate national seowdity informations

The propossl establiamhen, as I heve slloged ovur and over agaln, the function of
“Crime Nocords™ as it pertaine to my request for infomation provided $o other writers.
Tmumt.mmmuammwm’uh"hWamwm-
tive nous media spurce by the Crime Records Division for sn item showing King is a
hypoerite, Tids will be dono on & highly confidentisl basis." (100-448006-93)

The opending statement in 100-7~110=G84 48 "In view of the influonce the Uormunist
Yarty, USa {(TP084) 18 oxer 0 tha ractel situstion, pertionlarly thromﬁi_;.’-zsri:‘:.n
Luther King..." Whether or ro? the FOI had any honest or rational messon for believing
this et the Hme Guliiven jrepured thic rveord, 12/24/63, 1t hus asinoe bemn proven,
by the @'u own woords sud by other means, to be falsa, Sulldiwvan Mﬂ:g seld it
was faloe, in his bouolk and in wemos €0 which Hoovar refers in the note added to the
Wdxd recerd, T=5EU44-10, 4s of the time of the processing of these revords and for

yoars bafore Uy tids ues Jowowa as an unteuthiud mhmmhmgﬁgm&x?m
Y L - Al

records ) Theze clourly wse no legitioute naklonsd security investigstion. This is explicdt

in the firat sentonce remaining after the opening excisions for which (b)(1) is claimed:
"Hhen the facts coucerming his activiiies ave presented, such should be enough, if
handled proparly, totahalﬂ.uoﬁ'tﬁupndatt&lmﬁtomdmlﬂnmplat&hinhﬂmnm
eeennd XXX no longor will be deceiving and misleaiing the Hegro poople,"

The first record reports a couferonce at "the Seat of Covernmemt" botween Sullivan
and his honchos and teo Atlanta SAs who were woridng on Dr. Eing. (The withhold nemes
are piblic dorain,)
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Wat “the men Tron the ficld cutlined in dotmil” is none of the Fil's tusiness, has
notidng to do with las enforcement of nationol seourily and is “the gpsration cf the
SO 4n atlsnta end the memmer in widch it is mannged by Kng.™

e six points of Medditiousl irforaation " Sulliven suid “we noed to develop"
liiowies inolude no law enforcemsnt or natuonal scourity matters. The Fill is to "ohsak
out all of the enployesa of th SCL0,! to "locatc and monitor the funds of the sC10"
and "5Amiify onéd chedk out thw mouroes who costribube to the SCLCY so taet "t -ths
mmtimwM11tmmmuitmutmttothGMu.ommmgu
:melopwrtwist\mDiamtamWrmmummmmﬂ
situntion Tor parsonal gain." The FBI also “"mus§ continue %o keep close watch on
King's porsonsd cotivitios” and "explove the roseibility of utdlising additionsl
poecialized investigative tochniques at tiw BCIC office.”

m:itmmt“WMMMMmmmmuw
excellent inforsation,” it foes not claim that the infommbion Zs of astivusl scourity
or low exforcenment nature wnd, rathor then being “excellcat®™ oo ho g 1T, the
Attormey Yenemsl found e cpposite cnd rolused to exiznd permission to continue tue
wioc tapangs (The M o bagedng sdthout addng or gebting suthority.)

Whatovor "ACTIGH" Hoover ppppoved is withheld under (b)1) claim, Asswudng it is
aot pablic donaing 1t s not witldn the exessiion because tharo was neither of the
reguired pArPO3ISe

Theme is no such puspove in tiw thixd record, either. % is the one in vhich,
fearing getiing his head chopyed off, Sullivan ate crow. It is his sroposal for the Fil's
" geloction of & "black zeazigh" to yopluce King,

after the bit about lmucidng King off the pedustal Sul’iven sdrdttod thet widle
wm first blesh I know 4t can be padd that it is not the concern of the Burcan what
happans to the Negroes when lartin luther fyng h as been ddscredited,” this “is a
very shortoighted view." (lio feared oo might be attracted to th. ‘nslims.) So,

"It would be mopt helpful o have & man (obliterated) lesding the h‘e{;me: w wa could

70, if neCensBTVese"
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Hovinyg: its own "black vessiah" would be "a groat help to the FUIM ang " o Tine
thing/ffor the country at large, Y Sullivan gaid,

The adiendmn is entirely withheld wides (7€) cimin, Bowsver, 11 th- XX wants
withhold tho name of ito candidate for blstk mosniah, that does not mean that the
rest iz not remsonably segrogsble. This ie duportant information, There is cousiderable

publie interest in it,

The adcendun nesd gt portain to the bladk mesaish candidata, however, boccuse
if follows the recomendation that Suliivan be rorrdtiod to fexplove thc whols
rattay,

“t is followed by Hoover's nots, "Iff ma pled 4o soc that "ALght has finaliy,
though dismeliy(?),delayed, oown to the Dameete Tnt. Div, ...¢ "

The subjest is obliterated under (7)(C) claim. From uhat is not obilterate:,
which momns feom mogt of 4he =m0y 1% 43 apaerent that ©w s hjeet ia not spaopelate
for the mwdar, TI-56344. "T7.% waorosents “Agplicenta. (Speelul Inguiry, Departuatal
acd Othar Covorument .‘@:n;:ica..J" Tha * mpeccents " ppli cunterolntad Classitication,"”

Porheps, without my Imoving it, thore ias, midst al: o govermsent job oluadfie
cation, one for "black measiah." However, the recort nslten olosr that {ommumJ is
not a gandideta. He 1v 10 more then the ¥:1's nezdnee,

Ner do I www of u job clos:dfication Yor knocldng Wing "off his pedestal and to
reduce i conpletely in 10flusncaes.” (Strange the Fi did not think of (7, for its
oun Pn sonnel Hattorg" where it hes oven #im Gurrisen records suuirrcled away, )

The rucord state: 1% has an attacheont, o blogradhybf toe nor~gandidate/noutree,
Sullivenk wrose an 1%, "Segfiography outline encloged," Nothing ia enclosed or atsached,

a7e %o clain 0 eXxem tion {s pede for L4, It 4z mor A¥ withlaid,
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7Pt 2o Wy G0 Bullivan™. e
ISR
XBGRO_QUESTION—.

l-n'.nﬂlloﬁ T imetey 3
1-¥r.Sullivams :::-:h-_
1-¥r .Bauwgardner co — o

T imies Tl COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN . o
e EEC T INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST N A2 : iar
e HRL L e (0 SRR ey e B M~ . = Ay :’.“'t;.
+7 =%="72")" 1a view of ‘the influence the Comwunist Party, WSA (CPUBA),(|>*:
<. is exerting om the racial situation, particularly through Nartim .- e 4
%\ ther ; head of the Southerm Christian Leadership Conference 'L i
N "~ the Pirector approved a conference be held between repre— - S

\ untnt}‘-s' of our Atlanta Office and Seat of Government personnel, ~—- -
e g - -‘ LR ¥ « > ] s = . - - \ .- - . m:-. - e a = .

-

/

2, e - $r : 5 Sl
[Q\ - '¢) Recogniring the Wio{m. 4
i £ the ominence of King, the pr y purpose of the conference was .
‘ * to explore how best to carry on our investigation to produce the g
</ " desired results without embarrassment to the Bureau. Included im " ... %
A ' our dischssion was a complete analysis of the avenues of approach '’
0~ ~ aimed at neutralixing King as am effective Negro lesader and developing
u .- evidence concerming King's comtinued dependence on communists for N
~ guidapce and directiom. : . . . : - _: . :

c

J:' Py -~

o~ . i, iy £ kRL L o 3
U - S “;‘a . The conference was held at the Seat of Government om

.12-23-63, ]t was attended by Security Supervisor TRy and
. SA rom our Atlanta Office. The Seat of Government
representatives were Assistant Direector W. C, Sullivan, Inspector

Joseph A. 81zoo, Section Chief ¥, J Baumgardner and Supervisors
and The conference lasted from 9 a.,m, t

%-r.s'.-‘.‘ ﬂg t_: ?{“i_-" q..-?; ,‘:..‘lg:" ., . ".". .Z_-l ‘ ‘—'- :
v T Assldtant Director Bullivan briefed the conference om the - N

task at hand, He pointed out the necessity for good judgment and . L I

discreetness im conducting any investigation concerning this matter, i

' He made i} clear it was necessary for us to contioue obtaining -
evidence of the CPUSA's influence on King and, through King, influenc

X : Jon the Negro people. Mr. Syllivam also stressed the fact that, R

N [slthough Xing is a minister, we have already developed informatioa ™

E concerning weaknesdes im his character which are of such a mature

»" iy
- ™
'
Fledr.J L

as to make him uanfit “W}j & minister of the gospel. _‘/_w__ .

e gy

= % ': _"n’""::'" i .4_r‘, J
’f_‘-"-’f-‘?s?’*"'—%-h Er, Bullivam pointed out thyt the field should eont

s rsonal activities, SEEE
ol ]
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Memorandum to

RE: OCOMMUNIST
NEGRO QUESTION
COMMUNIST

100-3-116

M¥r. Belmont
PARTY, USA

INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS:

[ During the discussion which followed, the men from the
field ocutlined in detail the operation of the BCLC in Atlanta and

the manner in

vhich it is managed by King.(\))

Our discreet a oich to this case has been necessitated
bz_x4nglg_gggmiﬁEﬁE?‘EEHgfﬁz-da11clte situation which surrounds the

entire racial movement., A wrong move could well result in extreme

embarrassment

to the Bureau. As a result of the conference, it was

decided we need to develop additional information in the following

ATeAs:

185

(2)
)

a (4)

b (5)

(6)

Our

|
¥We wust determine and check out all of the employees
of the BCLC. . Vo .

¥o must locate and monitor the funds of the scic,

We must identify and check out the sources who
contribute to the SCLC, ’

We must contimue to keep close watch on King's
Personal uctéviticl.

We will, at the proper time when it can be done
without embarrassment to the Bureau, expose King
&5 an immoral opportunist who is not a sincere
person but is exploiting the racial situation for N
personal gain, )

¥e will explore the possibility of utilizing mdditional
specialired investigative techniques at the BCLC office.

technical coverage on King and the BCLC is producing
excallent inforpation, It was decided that, in view of this fact
and eince we could not engage in active investigation at this time .
without embarrassment to the Bureau, we would hold in lbeylnceFEEgn_.

1nves;155tion
me, wo ¥

&8 outlined above for another 90 days., During t

discreetly.
%g:g{:go and conduct Ihftever investigation can Qe made )

1 R
utilire the information obtained from our tshng:_ll (UJ )
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont © SMreg

BE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA i
NEGRO QUESTION

. COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN BACIAL MATTERS
100-3-116

This conference proved to be most beneficial, and the
men from the field expressed their appreciation for the opportunity
of being brought into the BSeat of Government for the purpose of
exploring this entire matter, They were both enthusiastic about -’
the case and stated the conference was of exceptional benefit to

them and will be of mssistance in setting the future course of the
1nveltizltion.\p} .

ACTION:

i
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"BLACK NATIONALIST - HATE GROUPS _
_RACIAL INTELLIGENCE \-])
(MARTIN LUTHER KING) - ' /

. A
suum[c'ouwrsmmzummcs PROGRAM % &: :,ng .,aéw.é
L | <3

PURPOSE: _ . . ' .
To publicize hypocrisy on the part of Martin Luther v

xiﬂg.

BACKGROUND:

artin Luther King has urged Negroes in Memphis,
Tennessee, to boycott white merchants in order to force
compliance with Negro demands in the sanitation workers"', VvV
strike in Memphis, }

When violehce broke out during the march King led
in Memphis on 3-28-68, King disappeared., There is a first
class Negro hotel in Memphis, the Hotel Lorraine, but King

chose to hide out at the white owned and operated Holiday Inn U 2
Motel.

RECOMMENDATION:

The above facts have been included in the attached
blind memorandum and it is recommended it be furnished a
cooperative news media source by the Crime Records Division

yfor an item showing King is a hypocrite., This will be done on
a highly confidential basis.

Enclosure / : / f-’ ‘e
TJD: ted A

/ a

(7) L 4 , o

1 ~ Mr, T, E. Bishop R C'?- / WO 4 M _

l - Mr, W, C, Sullivan v/ '-/, ) “' - 3) iy
- - . C. M i - : b i‘
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March 29, 1968
DO AS I SAY, NOT AS I DO

Martin Luther King, during the sanitation workers'
strike in Memphis, Tennessee, has urged Negroes to boycott
downtown white merchants to achieve Negro demands, On 3-29-68
King led a march for the sanitation workers. Like Judas leading
lambs to slaughter King led the marchers to violence, and when v
the violence broke out, King disappeared.

The fine Hotel Lorraine in Memphis is owned and
patronized exclusively by Negroes but King didn't go there
from his hasty exit, Instead King decided the plush Holiday
Inn Motel, white owned, operated and almost exclusively white
patronized, was the place to "cool it." There will be no
boycott of white merchants for King, only for his followera.')'
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ArTassment, frustratiom, confusion, resentment, et cetera, .’ -
Because of this and the emotional reaction that will set in, it is mot /.

Farertly that movements like the Nation of Islam could e i greatly, =

er, other ridiculous developments similar to the Old Father Divine '

¥ Grace organirations may appear. The Negroes will be left witho}

& mational leader of sufficiently compelling personality to steer them g.‘
5

*

i% the proper direction, t'lr_u:_u:_n_-,uo_ ul..d,happ-mﬁ need _
the right k{pd of s »a onal Fegro leader could af th g ting be . &
casd ij.a;mmnrmdmmnu. #0d be in the position "§ |

A¥ung_the

letely Lt! the llcnders _!wgpm Kin i
“"“’-\_m A W 77 5% :
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s I8 ST For some months I Rave been th.tnking about th.tl uttor. Ome
day X M an opportunity to e F 4 & huo-oph.lcul and | i
-ociological ltl.ndwlllt with 3 whom I have knowam for *
B ) a very able fellow,
, Reryand one on whom 1 can rely. I
ve the matter som& attention and if he knew any
- 1ntelllxom and ability let me know and we tould

> cub-ittod to me the name of the nbovo-

sy -

- . On lcannj.ng t:u bimphy, it nn b-o seen tha
ToUE have all the qualifications of the kind of a Negro 1 have

% mind to advance to positions of national leadership. I won't ge inte-

all his accomplishments and qualifications im this memorandum, for it .
will only take a minute or two to scan the enclosed biography. » ';'c_

n

-

-

- Om first blush I know it can be said it is not the conceram of -
the Buresu what happens to the Negroes when Martim Luther King has =z
been discredited, This cam be maid, t I think i% ip = very short- s
ighted vi It i our concerm if large bumbers of them go 16t3 the
iit!on of gslu and other extremist groups with which we are concerned as
an investigative agency. I3 is our concerm if the Communist Pariy would
bo able to capitalixe upon this confusion., Further, from a pgs&tivo
cqpstryctive standpoint it would be of great advantage to ve leading
tho Negro people a truly brilliant, honorable and loyal Regro who would

e

steer the #¥million Negroes away frow comsunigm. I think in a very

sound sense this necessarily must be of great interest to us. It wauld
be most helpful to have a man WW leading the Negroes to whom we
could go, if necessary, and.re ; nsitive uttcrl over which this

Bureau has jurisdiction, bI1C.

g I want to make it clear at once that I don't mggm
,!'_BI im any way become involved openly asg the sponsor of a _Negro_leader

0 Overshadow tin Luther King. As far as 1 am concernsd, this is mot
an issue at all, But I do propose that I be given permission to explore

furthor this entire maTtler el ety and any other person knowm

T, ‘.‘q‘-a}.'

to both EETTEY A and myself whi £0UId be helpful. If this thing can be
ut up prope without the Bureau in any way becoming directly involved,—
I.th 1d ba not only a great help to the FBI but would.be.a fime

thing for ths country at_}arge.-.¥hile I am , bot speclifying at this momesnt,’
hort are various ways im which the FBI could give this entire matter L1C

._,k'-o-_.‘
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‘the propu- tion and development, 'Huro are highly phcod contnet- -
of the FBI who might be very helpful to further such a step., These cam _°

- | e discussed im detail later when I have probed more fully into the ~

[ possibilities. T

uoouxmna: - _ T

(1) For the information ot the Diroetor. ) A .‘ s

e (l) ‘rh..t approval be givea for me to lore this whole nttorw
u mator detail, as set forth above. o
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