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l ther.King jr

L theiucl:lm ofavast mu
"oy, not a lone assassin.- GR
"The King family had sued Loy‘d-
]ov.rans,,va.r»etnedubumle:sa:x::;;n:n..,wl:&;:,1
claimed six Yéenm ago thaté:;lpmd
somepggpth *thamlam& Ray !
t lﬁ'n Kﬁmg " 1968. |

The family wanted “th jury‘to | -
find evidence of a conspiracy and‘
lend support to* th i call _fg‘f al new; ;
investigation into the killi “'Pmse-,

cutors have long said they are ‘con-
~vinced Ray fired the. Eatal@:@t:and ¥

“could“find o' evid

‘pnso‘n. He spent théTéSt ofI:us lifer
claiming to.be innocent andtry.mg
togetamal Hedled_of"

> KING. PageA23 Col. £ o

last year.
Ray’s gmlty plea was upheld eight
times by state and federal courts. A
congressional committee conclud-
ed in 1978 that Ray was the killer
but that he may have had help be-
fore or after the assassination. The
comrmttee did not find any govern-
‘ment involvement.
; illiam Pepper, the Kings’ law-
' ye told the jury that Jowers, 73, was
~part’ of a conspiracy’ mvolwng the
] 1d federal agents to kill King
because f his opposition to: the
ar and his plans for a
huge march on Washington.
i.:t:llosmg argument, Pepp

sai | : A
frp 1 ,the head of organized crime in_ i
New@rleans to a Memphis produce |
er who got Jowers to handle the

, paypff and murder we_apon An Ar- .

- Later, the FBI, the CIA, the me-
dlﬂ Arm"y mtelhgence and state and
c1ty officials helped cover up the -
assassination, said Pepper, who also
reglrglsented Ray in his efforts to get

He called witness w clauned
that King’s' police’ protection was
‘pulled Jback’ moments" before

a vast courmuacy
the slayln %

"nglude Klng wa# 'the b
"_nsplracy, his chents

ln 1993 Jowers said on ABC-TV
that he: ]:ured King's killer as a favor

_tice Dei)artment spokeswoman Car-
~ ol Flonnan ‘said. She: would m_at:

to an underworld figure who was a
friend. He did not identify the pur-
ported killer, but said it wasn't Ray.

Jowers, who has never repeated
the claim but has not recanted it |
either, was sick for much of the trial
and did not testify. -

At the tu'ne of the kxllmg, Jowers
owned a -small restaurant, Jim’s
Grill, across the. street from the Lor-
‘raine Motel _where King was killed. -
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Martin Luther r.(set 1 right)
o civil rlghts le ders (from left) HosaaWIII ms .lessa ac




