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In addition to this reason, hownver, the carly files LI‘;‘;F f
revezl that much of the King investigation was based upon a '

perception,

to discredit the FBI ard cause Hoover to be replaced. To the

extent +that

xeal or imagined, that King was using his influcnce  Vj / it _ﬂf’, {

this was a cause for the FBI's investigation, plainly

it was an extra-legal one which was not justified even by the

The nature of the Bureau's investigaticn significantly

cnanged when in 1964 Attorney General Kennedy authorized the

viretapping

of Dr.-King, and thereby gave official sanction to the

Bureau to intersify its surveillance. Again, this authorization,

when viewsd

by the law enforcement standards of tha tiie, appears

to have been within the authority of the Attcrney General. While
his judgment in authorizing it might ncw be questionsd, one must
conclude that at the time the authorization was technically legal(w,)

—

. The wiretaps scon led the FBI to add a new dimension to its
investigation, the collecting of perscnal information abrwmt Dr,
King through microphone surveillances (misurs) of his Basal vom S,

The eyidence of |[. .. (b)(7 2(0)..,:- ecssss]stms tc have con-

Tirmad Hoover's balief

P T

that King was a dancerous () ()] - ?

<

revolutionary who should be exposed and replaced a leagag 1;1f d
Hhrue Leplac

the civil rights mvesr.emt@J Dued Mot g "'} blot

) It is i. this eﬁsuing long campaign to discredit King that
the bureau most clearly overstepped its investigative and law

enforcement
the benefit

had no legal authority to make such determinations nor “o act

upon them.

functicns. This is not a judgment which rests uson -
of hirdsight. As ah investigative agency, the FEI l

For reasons beyond the scope of this analysis, the

historical fact is that the Department did not control the FBI

effectively

in such matters. We have seen no records in thre files

that the Attorney General or other key department officiais were
advised of the actions taken to discredit King, althoush cercainly

the product

of the micrcphone surveillances was known to Attorney

General Kennedy and the White House. Tha Attorney General did
retrieve th» distribution of a "monograph" or memorandum cutlining

allegations

of Ccrmmunist connections and highly personal ard

Gerogatory information about King, but it is unciear whether this
was done primarily to curb the Bureau's impropriety or to pressrve
the credibility of the Attorney General's earlier public conclusion
that Xing was free frem Communist Party influenco. @)
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