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iaztin Luther Wing, Jr.

I, INTRODUCTION

Fursuant to the diYection of November 24, 1575 of the
Attorney General, a review was undertaken of the files of the
Department and the FBI that partain to Martin Luthar King, Jr.

.

The purpose of the review was Co make a2 ¥ecomsendaiion ng o
whetier toe investigation of the assassination of 1. Rinz
shouid be reopened. On December 1, you elaborated on the
Atrorney General's direction and set as goals for che review
the answering of two questions: (U)

1) What action, if any, was undertaken by Q/aﬂﬂ%d{'ﬁ
the FBI which had or may have had an : o W)
effect, direct or indirect, on ths b%ﬁﬁfﬁ 58

assassination of Martin Luther ¥Wing? (U} Ui

2) What action, if any, was undertaken by
the FBI which had or may have had any
other adverse effect, direct or indirect,
on Martin Luther King?(v)

\t various times you, Mr. Turner and I participated in the
review. T saw nothing in the £lles that I read that indlcates
any involvement of the FBI in the assassination of :
iiowsver, therz was a campaign Ly ths FAT fo Aise:

nzutralize Dr. ¥inz and o ramove kil
in the civil rights movement.

f=]
improper FBI activity that werz diractad svainst Ling,
G, A > - o - - i . =
113 ossociates and the 3outhern Christian Lexderzhip Confarancs

(scrc). Cv)y
Typad 0n:ﬂ3¥7ﬁ
Classified on:.
Authority: e
3 A 2 10-36-15¢Q
Pursuant to 28 C.F.R. §17.28, portions of this documeat are
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The <irst step in our review was teo find out the extent

thae Durzeau's files on Dr., RXing, his family, associates and
relevaﬂt crgenizations. We learrned that the relewant f£iles are
voluninous. For example, at FBI Headguarters the so-called
security investigaticn of Dr. King consists of 94 sections or
volumes, couprising 3267 seriais (wemorenda); files oz SCLC com-
sist of 106 sections cf 2249 serials; files captionad Communist

Influence in Racial Matters censist of 1862 secticns of 3767
sexialszy £iles capticned Cormminist Party, USA - Negro Question
consict of &9 seciticns of 2254 serials; £iles on the assassina-
_ticn investigation consist.-of &4 sectinns of 6003 seriais; files
on Mrs. King coqsist of three secticns of 75 serials; files on

%m.,

'_(de_leted pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §552()((C)s o o - - - . .
- i i )""Therﬂ are more flleb on mora aesockates
,%‘E Of D... "“'h::" L)

gff& There are more FBI files in the various field offices.
jg or exampls, the Atlanta file of the security investication of
= [Dr. Xing consists of BC sections cof 8321 serials; the Moaphis
e [ =

e -

l2 of the assassinat

-
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s
on investigation consiits ¢

ig
e

£ 120 sec- '
, [deleted pursuant to 5 U.S.C

. §552(b)(7)(C)]
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The 2 gdditionel FRT files, not imeluded nbave, aveh
as "gsubfilsse" - wusually newssliips, and Yivme® riles - vouzily
unsanitized memos regarding microrphone or Selephone snsveillavca, e o
Addizionally, therz ars wmo—e f£iles with hundreds move secticns
in the Department itzelf which censist primaxily of wnav the
FBI has provxded and which, therefore, are sanitized and not as

informative as the F3I's filcs.ﬂ:J

Prior tc rﬁadan any files, we pet with thoss members
of the staff of the Church Committce who had bean working for
geyeral wonths on matters relatiang te Dr. Kiazg., Tzey advised
us that they had found nothing to implicate the Bureau ia
Pr. Xing's death. As they put ir, hﬂy had found Mao smoking
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Bowever th,y had found evidence of the Bureau’
paigu azainst Dr. King and, through public teost

S can-
irony, have

oF s

Cn Monday, March 2Z, I reac the

dealinw with this mattery m)
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" TII. KEY PECPLE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. FBI
D _SCLC -

Robert F. Kennedy was Attorney General from January Z1,
! 1051 to September 3, 198%; Wicholas deB. Karzenbach was either
Acting Attorney Genmeral or Attorney General frem Septexbar &,
966; Ramsey Clark was either icting AttoIney

1964 to October 2, 1
Genaral or Attorney General from October 3, 19656 to January 20,
3 1963. DNuring this came period, the Deputy Attorneys General
= §§ were Supreme Court Justice Byron R. White (January 24, 1961 -
: § april 13, 1962), <atzenbach (May 3, 1962 - February 10, 1965),
e§ﬁ£ Clark (February 11, 1665 - March 1, 1967), and Warren Chriztephey
: {July 24, 1967 - Jamuary 20, 1969). The Assistant Attorney
ég'ceneral for Internal-Security was D.C. Court of Appeals Judge J.
] 4§. walter Yeagley. The Assistant Attorneys General for Civil Rights
ﬁ;x were Burke Marshall (1961-1964), Jokn Doar (1965-1967) and Stephen

J. Poilak (1967-1969)./4) .
mes the FBI was headed by J. Edgar

- At 21l relevant ti
; * Hoover. The Associate pirector was Clyde Tolson. Hoovar and
% Tolson era both dead. The Assistant to the Direcior, rasponsi-

ble for all invgstigntive matters during this period, was Alan
: ;‘ﬂo E—Ql‘iﬁfﬂn-‘:. ‘.____I L L . - 2. L] ] a2 -.l_‘_.‘.‘ [ . i
8T [d?):gge_q"pursuant to Sﬁ _.S «C. §5-52(b)(7)(0)] o« b tel S -

L e—————
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Durinz this paricd tha Lureau had several opex
sicms which wera haaded by an s:sistant Director &nd
~alled g nmuxbis CS02 2N papeha Deloach wWas assict
in charge of the Crime Records Division. His Numba
R.E. Wick.. DeLoach has retired and has a COXporate job.
addirion to zecoxds work this division handled congressi
1iaiscn, White House contactis, public informar=on and press re-
jacions. CDuring the Kennedy Administration the principal con-
ract for the Zureau and the Attorney Genexal vas Assistant

Directer Cocuriney Evans(jl)
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The major opardting division on this matter was the :

Domestia Intelligence Divisicn }ea 2d by Assistant Director '
Wiiliam €. gullivan and nusber cone man Joseph A. Sizoo. 372 )1/D>L¢ p:'
Su._a.““a;_ was later fi‘red and LI . T T S S S .« e e ’ CI'HWVW m
. -[deleted "pursuant to ®dYE)E)]. + - + . Sizoo has re-

Elved . o« o ¢ o s  mops e+ .+ s+ o The sections in
this d;v‘31on ‘that were *nvolvea are the Subversive Control
Section, which focused ou individual security subjects ond the
Internal Security Section which focused on organizations and
certain key individuals. This section, for example, handled
the 3with .Act prosecutions. Whea the bureau first started its
coverage of Dr. Kldg, it was handled in Subversive Control;
when the investigza:iion was intensified it was transferred to
Internal Security(faui 4 ;

g The Subversive Contrel Section was headed by Jjames
Bland whose number one man was Paul Cox. Both are now retired.
The Iniernal Security Section was headed by Fred J. Baumgardner,
assisted first by Dick Corman and later by Charles Brennan.
Baumgardner is ratired, ?_; ._[deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C)]

e+ s s+ » , » Corman and Brennand are potit 1 retired. wxithin
tbat secticn the Wing case was handizd 1n*t1h11v by Willizm
reythe {now deceased) zad then contimvsusiy vy [ deleted

: “fbl( )(C)3 unit chief who is. still ul*h the hureau.(uJ

The SCLL was neaded bJ ™ Klnn. Hig poin i;a; assooliates
in SCLU included Rev. Ralpk Abezmathy, fongressman faidxew Toung i
and Congressman Waiter Fauntroy. [eeeecee e (B)(7)(Ceveinccnnnn 2 i
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5 Iv. INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING'S DEATH !
BY TS FBL o o |

1
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. A. Adecuacy of the Tnvestigation

‘My reading cf the assassination investigation leads me
to cconclude that the Bureau's investigation was comprehensive,
thorough and professlonal. Every conceivable lead seems to
have beer pursued, Great numbers of persoms wno were known to

$glike blacks wera checked out as suspects. All Bureau field
offices were put on alert to participate in the investigation
and sach SAC was heid personally responsible for seeing that
1eads in his area were run.down. I have talked with three
attornays who, at various times, had responsibility for moni-

corinz the investigation and all are satisfied that the FBL
had nothing to dc with Martin Luther King's assassination. @

B, Indieca2tions of Bureau Involvement in the
Assassination

mhere are none with the exception of the COINIELFRO
activity of prorosing that a blind memorandum be sent to &
T - - - : R —
Mwmephiis paper To ewmbarraus Ring Ino moving ialC cas Lorriizns
Hotel where he was shot. That has been investigated previouziy
ans its purpesa is sudbject to a different interpretation,; dis-
< aicw(;L;

Evidence exists that the FBI was not iavolved im King's
assassination. On Aoril 2, 1958 Attorney General Ransey Clazk
turned down an FBI reguest to tape the telephores of SCLC in
Atlanta and Washington to learn about plans for the Poor
People's Campaign. This requast indicates that the FBI expected
no.change in SCLC's (and King's) plans. The attempt to dis-
credit King bv planting an embarrassing story in the Fiemphis
papers indicates 2 continuation of thz Bureau's campaiga against
King. Logle suggests that the last thing J. Edzar Hoover wautad
was to make King a martyr, thereby enhancing his Image. This
runs counter to years of effort by the FBIL to discredit and
neutralize King. Finally, the investigatiom Was so massive and

2
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intense that FBI involvement was likely to be discovered, un-
less ome believes that virrually the entirz Bureu was corrugted - ;

which I do not.g:r

Finally, eyen to the present tire we investizate 2lleg2-
tlons that persons other then James Earl Rav may have assassinated
Kinz. None of these recent investigations have uncovered aay
facts which indicate that someone other than Ray was involved/"‘J
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V. FRi's FAIPALFJ TO DYSCREDTT OR NEUTRALIZE
nEORIRG, JR.

I will set out in a chronological narrative the FBI's
interest in, and investigation of, Dr. Kinz. It began =25 2
security invescigation to determine wnnther he wes & cocmumnist
and the extent of ccrmmunist influence on him. It was corrupted
internally by the FBI and largely became an effort to flnd cut
facts embarrassing to King Iignt be used o
from a leadership in the civil rights movewent. The
attached Report Exhibit should be read in conjunction with this
narrative as an ald in recognizing peaks and valleys in the
Bureau's campaign against Dr. King. (&
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In February 1961 King wrote an article im the faticn

- regarding the dearth of blacic federal agents, including F3I

agents. Th

he thrust of the articie appears to have been an
appezl to ¥

esident Kennedy to issue an Executive Order inte-
grating fedewal law enforcement cgencies. In llovember Arlanta
edvised Headguarters tnat there was no information on which to

=

base o security matter inquiry of King.d)
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Hoover zlso sent a memo to the SACs in Atlanta and New
vork on Febreary 27, 1962. It instructed them to review their
fiies and to prepare & report suitable for dissemination which
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should include 2il informationm nf a security nature, nlus

complete background data, on Xing. Io cpen investigation was
to be conductad and all inquiries were T be limited tc esta-
blisted sources., The review was ordered, acecozding to Hoover
because of widespread use of Xinzg's name by comrunist frome ’
groups and because of King's constant asscciation with Commu-
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In April, the Atlanta office of i F3BI submitted a
37 page monograph on Dr. King which inciuded a statewent that
informztion obtained during a three vyear pericd ending in
September 1961 indicated no communist infinence on Riag or
SCLC. On May 10, IBL Heauax_a"ter.; advised the 34C in Atlanta
that his conclualon was not consistent wi“H facts mentioned
elsewhere in the moncgraph and instrcted him te delete that
conclusion from the moncgrapn. The next day, Hoover placed
Fing in Section A of the-Reserve Index, labeled Communis .@_)

Fin

CLASSIFIED; TOP SECRET .
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'ﬁ(riS:) - ' : - N
In Jure 1952 the SAC in Mew Yorik sent memorznda to

+mo Bursz: reporting that Xing and [(b) (7) (Cd mot and that

[()(7)(E) veseeeeecocaserosccsassasassascocscssacnaaoncnnse

he sovt_hlataa shout whether the Attorney General wight b2 evis

R S ...;....................g;

ceseeresiesesssoniensass.] TALS FOINIS WD AR inconslstency iz
the artitude of the Bursau conceraing [(W(NC)].Cn one hand,
[WOXQ] was referred to in some Bureau mewmcs 25 [ (b) (7) (e)...
I..l.l‘l....‘......l...............l.0...l.'...ll‘..l.l'..l..1
cecesssass]l In others he was cited as part of the proof of
[(b)(?)(c)...................................] =~he Buresu also

reporied Xing's react:.o—l to storxies thoi [ (BYICTILCY o vs vave)

sss s ean
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"o matter what a man was, if he could
he is nct connacted, thon as far as I
am concerned, he is G&Lglble to work for me. In Oetober

1962, azticles appeared in the Augusta, Gsoxgia Ch wwronicle,
ﬁ“e St Lgula Globe Dermocrat end other p“pars exposing
() (7)(C)eeeeess | SCLC connections. The Bureau adv
{he article was the result of a COINTELFRO activi
fon to friendly

mended action was to send public source info
madia in these southarn ‘'stafes wnica ¢ : sities that Wing ~
s at mi.egrdt:.on. &(L)("J (c)]

e. veportedly stated,
say

had arnounced would be targets of effort
vesigned in November from SCLT. a) T, by hes

In Cctober 1962, the FBI began its security :.nvescig ion

of {ing.@) JW ‘: ” ﬂLFE/C‘M
wh2 I M - a".ucunfy;m/*,f,f,ﬁ.
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In late 1952 51ng subliciy criticized the Buraaw by
stating that agenis in tne South were southern borm 4nd BnsyYw-
pathetic to tne civil rights movement and, uheruco:h, unable
to protect Negroes or to investigate their clams of polioe
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.'F' vamar in rasinl matters ( CONET0T ulpniaovn B‘:a&;;x;}
a simiiar inquiry a few days later). The Senator's reg
apparantl -y proapted by tes -imony by Gov. Ross Barnett o dissis~
sippi 2zainst an administratiom public accommodations bill,
Barnett had raised the questicn of communist inr;uence. Tvo

"days later Gov. Wax;ace of Alabawma testified in similar fashzon.
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5 he Director's memo to the Attormey Genmeral statad that the sutve Rn vf'-'
. Counmunist Party was not able to assume a leaderhip £oie iIn “”\‘ﬁ*ﬁdg
P

racial vnrest at that time but noped toc ax
[deleted pursuant_to (b)(?)(C)..LL...........;4

on July 16, 1963, Attorney Genmarzl Kenredy apparently
initiated a discussion 4Lth his FBI liaison, Courtney zvans
concern;ny the ; 1&»;h:1¢t; 0f clectronic surveillance on
Dr. Ring Lecause of possibie cowmunist influence on King
Evans dl“L’u“ﬂ‘Cd the Attorney General, weigd-ﬂv tlie "1¢k of
public disclosure against the a1f+1cu1;y of elec:tronically
surveilling Xing who moved about the country so much but
stating that a feasibility study could be done. After ne
Atlanta oSfice reportsd tlat electronic surveillance was
fezsible and secure, the Eureau prepared the necessary
authorization papers for a tesur om King's resident or at
aqy future address to which he may =ove, and for a2 casur on
SCLC or any future address to which it may move, avd sent
them to the Attoiney General on July 23. On July 25, th
Attorrey General ueﬂllned believing it to be 111 aurisad.(f)

On July 17, 1963, President Kerae dy answerzdé & gues-
tion at a press conference to the effect tnac there was no
evidence Lhat c¢ivil rizhts dewonsirations wera commimist

inepired. I waz in this same moath that the FEI openad

an jnvestigative file cailed "Communist Influ=snce in R[aeial
Mattors' Cn Juiy 18, the Director seat 2 mexs to ail oaﬁa
instructins thon to ba alert o ony izfarmacicn concoraing

endd dm Tuler £hoas ol
—r —— - - e ----

such irnfluence, The Attocwney Gonercl
FBI had no evidence that any civil rights lezders were con--
trolled by Commumists. Letters similar in tore were sent €0
Sehators Magnuscn and Monroney on July 23, On July 29,
Hoover sent the Attorney General an 1€ page memorandim can-
tioned: "Martin Luther King: Affiliation with the Commumilst
liovement'. [ﬁeleted pursuant to (b) (1)......CLASSTFIED: TOP SECRET
The Attorney General was upsai, RJ}C
pgrtLC“lar‘y in view of his recent PUbaﬁc statemeuts. hLe |
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bolicvod that cortala pecple would fecl hie was protecting ¥ing. ‘?F:
He sent Lh e back to the F3L desandingy documentation of the
allesnacicns about Xinz. | . [ CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET.....ce...
“""""‘““""L“\L‘m- 5 USC (b)(l)ooonac-c.oo-o-oooaoocoooo

.'......l-......O.l.t..ll.-...lld..lddlll...l..ll.....l‘ ‘17-;)

CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET- EXEMPT- (b)(1)

- (TS
Also in fugust 1953, the Tdeleted pursuant to (b)(?)(C)
LL&L&..........................I A conversarion between King
and aa arployue of "SCLC WEs ovarheard as a resuit of a cesu:
On « .+ . CLYCTNC) *+ - hoze whict Attoraey Geoneral Keanedy had
cuthovlzed in July zt the same time hn had refused authcriziang
en King; [deleted pursuant to (b)(?)(b).......................

- —— e e - ———— e — e s

..clcotootainooo'..nc-toonoonu

®® 8 808 S8 8800 se 900 90O 080080 dSdSS 80

errvsserectsrrree a] Lg;ese C-J-"l‘v—cf.‘)uhlons
.- Depazemenc, In the same mench, tho Purean:

saticn hetiween (Lb)(c) and Gordon Haslell of
At-tox ey Gerexral or Edward &, pMurrow, then

7 1. - & o« A
panht sl Biwe o awsrd o Behals of whe

tc t.:.n_wr-r*:_ tha presencalion, Murrow was se 28
i d.uiu.b his that ias .\\...‘.;. ‘let.l bt'-'l'x el.'-'CL ¢ cha '-CI.‘--'IK‘ L Ll.-u.

Indopandent Soeisiist Luasmua about six yeaza pievic J«Ltﬂ /Lib
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Tt was also in Augusc 1963 that the Dome

stic Intelli-
gence Division of thie FBI, headed by Williem Suili
fc

van prepared
[ 4

a memorandum analyzing the corsunist party's eifcrts to exploit
Jegroes, The mencrandum concluded that the effort was Lawge

unsuceessful tut sheuld be closely watch Pu- It statced tha
Cormuniss Party rg;xru»d Kinz as the must likely veuicle thvough

waich 1t could achieve its goais. It cnntained no new informa-
tion abeut Xing znd did not conc Ldb that Re was a ¢ ””Lilb*((~;
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37 Sat this time King had stopped talking directly with WM)G)
= wuﬁbecause of the pressure from the Kennedy administraticn, _
i‘g_; o8 % However, indicaticns are that King communicated with (Y(7)E)
= vy v .Y vhe had now become couﬂvﬂl to King. « Indeed,

R 5 TTKing askad ..XDEC) this time if his “friend", .. .cgc-:)(c) 5 b
é‘*'aﬁ‘z nderstood why King had not called him. Klng.said he wanted

= ?f- to wail until the civil rdights debate was over. The Attorns
et =2 ~ Ceneral wac advised that fa(‘z)(c) was overheard talking with Kirng,
-

3

Q = In Sepiaxhar Duresu Headquerters inctructe 21
_, effices in Atlanta and New York o do a feasibility By -
I‘\]\wu technieal surveillsnce on King and SCLC in both cities; citing
k ~es their justificetion nct conly alleged communlst infivence
qu L;dg;gggd‘pursuant to (b)(7)(C).e5.%.] O~ September 16,
a

i .,.1-_-_&)9('7)@] and [A((L)]about various matters hcluuwg the Birming-
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Hoover rejected the memo with a2 sarcastic reminder thatr the
same FLI persoanel had once said the same thing aboui Castio.
Sullivan apologized saying the Director was right and he snd :
otners werea wrong. Sullivan called King the most dangerous
NMegro in the country from the stan.dt,o:,nt of communism, the
Negro and national secur‘tj. The memo disclosed that five
people were working full tims at Headquarters on the Negro-

¢ comum.s;, z.nfluence queSLicn fu.) g

ua
LS

"In September the substance of more overheard conversa-
S—tions were reported to the Attorney General. It appezars that

2 ham bowbing., a replacement for QYO , mzkinz money from a
3 xecora of Kirng's sneeches and a fort‘_:szzng kosk of Ringt /@" I’

fe T o]

Sullivan propused inersased coverage of the Communist Party's
efforts to influsnce Mzgroes. Hoover rejected the proposal
sarcastically saying that it would be a wuste of resources in

view of the earlier newo of Suliivan's Division. On September

5
el
ce
.
=
-

25, Sullivan delO?lze4 again and renewed his srouposal for
REEWblxled coverage. Hoover approved the propos«l on Qctober
1, L963
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L‘On Octobar 10, 19
the renuest cn a trial ba
ia Mew Yorlkk City
ooz on 3CLC
results and
veloped on comrunist connections.
had expressed concern about a

o
rity standpoint,

.
y
cis

residaence’.
Kenne

T e g
LAC WL UETDS

Tmrean 2ver went bzask to the
LIS PO S - - oo 4w 1, -
wi Kennedy Inguired about

Liiaste
was assassinated anon after

nlated. The evaluation was internal and it resmized In =z 20
day cxcension, lavgely because of info~makicn obtzinzd that

hadl nothing to do with comrunist infiuence, for example,

_ _lgglgfsﬂ:;ﬁklﬂliﬁg)-..]SCLC finances

Bureau records indicate that seven wiretaps and sixteen CM*j
miereophones were used against King or SCILC over a two year

pericdtpL)

CONFIDENTIAL

63 Attorney General Kennedy approved
(he also apprecvad a tesur on SCLC
at the szme time; on Octoter 21, he approved
in Atlanta} saying to continue it if preoductive
asking to.be -2dviced if pertinent information de-
Artorney General Kennedy
tap on King's hene
He tcld Evans, "the lasi thing
afford to have weuld be 2 discovery of a wiretap
After receiving Evans’ assurance of
dw said that he recognized the importance of coveiage
substantial information was to be developed about the ra2liation-
shiip batween King and the Corrunist Party.
: the coverage was to be evalu
of Xemmedy's uncertainty about it, there is no recoxd that ths
Attomey General for zvproval ot
the resulis.
the 30 day evaluation was com-

fircm a secu-
we could
cn King's
sacuritcy,

AL

Althcugh the file
ated after 30 days because
However his brother

and King's travel plams.(w)

ot
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'iretao Surveilla of Dr. King and the SCL

Lecaticn Instalied Dis conhlnaed
King's home 11/8/63 4730785

New York City cpartment 8/14/64 . 9/8/64
Hyatt House, Los Angeles 4/24]64 o 4[26/64
Hyatt llouse, Les Angeles 71/7/64 7/9/%4
Claridge Hotel, : ) o

Atlantic City - 8/22/64 C g8/27/64
SCLC, Atlanta 11/8/€3 6/21/65
SuLU, ¥ew York 10/24/63 ' 1/24764

oL,

~ -

Micronhcne Surveillance of Dr. XKing: Jan. 64-Wov. 63 .

Location ' ' . ig-. Installed
Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C. _- © 1/5/64
“Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee ;o B 2T 6%
.Hilton Hswaiian Village, Honolulu "2/18/64
. Ambascador Hotel, Los Angeles o 24008k |
Hyati House, Los Angeles L on o 2022] 84
Statler Hotel, Detreit CERAE - 7 5. 20
Senzater Nstel, Sazramento " 4/23)¢6%
Hraes nou e Motel, los Angeles o 717184
¥-nger Hotel, a;vnnnah . 5128/54
Farl: Sher h*ch, New York - RIS F 617 f 15
Americana Hotel, New York. o owow Lf2B]65
Park Sheraton, New York e 3)29)65
Sheraton Atlantic, New York - . 5/12/65
Astor Hotel, New York .7 10/14/65
New York Hilton, New York 10/2&/65 -
Americerz lotel, New York 11/29/65 o
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In Octcber the Attorney Genersl was advised that Wiog
and (bX‘n(c\ zzain Jdiscussed a veslaceuent for GDCe) and that
W6 snid he would discuss it with King's “friend”. Kemmody
was also advised that King had weceived a telegram from a
Russian poet.

In October the Dureau seat to various government offi-
cials a monograph captionzd: Communicm and the Negre Mcovement -
a Current Analysis. It concerned King primarily and contained
unfavorable references to him, Including perscnal coaduct un-
releted to any association with the Communist Party. ‘The
Surcau knew it would uvpset tha Attorney Genmeral., It did. He

ordercd all copics recovered, 'l‘hey ware )

A In November the Bureau had the tesurs in place at King's
§ home znd at SCLC Headquarters and they beran to cverhear Kingz

h taluln"‘ [-aco.oe--a-u.-ea-.-(b)(?l‘)(c)..ao..--a.avona-.o-.-ctoau-]
o and recounting past meetings. Toey alsc overheard conversatiouns
=

between King and (bXDK) sbout a forthcoming book and 2 meeting
in Rew York with ...(BXC7XO --- . . (photographs were tzken
rhonﬁn' King, ««.(E) -+ - + * together in New York) azd about
a fund ralsing party for King. ! CLASSIFIED: SECRET......so.e..
mf:!l"f'(b)(l)....-.........-.-.;.o..............-......f‘:—;) :
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Retumning to Dacember 1963 the Burewu learned through
one of the taps that King was going to nest with Presiceat
Joimson. loover approved sending to the White House the mono~
f.-aph abour King ‘that had been previcusly disseminated but rve-
cziled by Attorney General Kounedy., Hoover did not advise the
Attomiey Ceneral of his inteation. In fact, for some time
3fter President Kennedy's assassinaticn, Hoover ccnmunicatad
?chcrly with the White House and did npt always inform the
aA~“tommey General of what ke was doing(?l)
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Also in December, presumably senqin an opao*tunit'
because of a new President to beceme more aggressive in their
: effort tc discredit Xing, the Bureau had a one day conferen
at ‘Headquarters to explore the communist influence in racia
matters znd to "discuss avenues of approzch to exposing King's
tunholy a2lliance with the CPUSAY. A 21 item working paper was
prepared in advoence cf the meeting. Sullivan characterized Y
King as a ''dupe of the communists but also a man of low chax- T
acter", Sullivea prepared a memorandum for his superiors re-
porting the results of the December 23 meeting. The meeting
was attendad by two agents from Atlanta, Sullivan and four
other men from He=adquarters. Sullivan reported that the meet-
ing pointed up the need for further information on six points.
Four dealt with SCLC, its-money and its personnel. The cther
two dealt specifically with King and his persenmal life. Sullivan
stated, “We will, at the proper time when it can be done with-
out embarassment to the Bursau, expose King as an immoral
opportunist who is not a sincere person but is exploiting the
racial situation for personal gain... [We] will expose King
for the clerical fraud and Marxist he is at the first oppor-
tunity”. It was agreed. to continue the security investigacion
of klvg fo* n*n t; dajs and to give the case priority a:“*nt:oﬂ UJ

D. 1966 . U S T e

in Jaauavy 1954 Ring was named 'Tan of the Year'" by Tims
tagazine. On & UPI press riease anmouncing the seieciion,
Hoaver wyote: "They had to dig daep in the garbage to coma up :F:ﬁj':
with this one',. On January 8, 1964 a memo was prepare& by RS S
Suilivan reccmrending getting King off of his pedestal and re-
placing him with ancther of the Bursau's choosing. The idea
was eundorsed by Hoover. Feadquarters told its Atlanta oiffice
to start sending daily memos about King. In a follow up to
the December 23, 1262 meeting the Burezu beaan a review of
the tax returns for the previcus 5 years of King, SCLC and the
Gandhi Society; the Director instructed Atlanta to szek infor-
mation of adverse views of King or SCLC ‘from withia the Negro
movement, stating these would bz good four counterincalligence;(u)
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T h, W, N :"“'—:'\
the Director Iastructed New York to stay alert for tax evasion
inmformation on Kiag ox his erganizaticns and to ‘m,u:uu_ informa-
tion of any effort to utilize the media to enhance King's image.
Ciwiously, these iastructions pertainad to mfo:ratmr' that
wight be obtained through tesurs and

m:..,u_"( W) S+l me medFn

5 ;': Lok

- The first microphone surveillances of King nccurred in
xy 1354 at the Wlllurﬂ Hotel. An eight page summary of
pe was prepared and delivered to Walter Jenkins of the
Eouse staff, ['Heleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C) - T, :
Seceescencenssitsarasanssseeassssasessasssenssass] ROVEr rejecte
a recommendation thaf THe ALtorney General get a copy. Sullivan
pointed cut that Kennedy might reprimend Kiagz, thereby fore-
closing the possibility of developing similar information.
Sullivan said it was important to have such informaticn in crde
to completely discredit King as a leader of the Negro p2opla.
Ya briefing Jenliins, Cartha DeLoach acimowledged that the Divec-
tor wantad addirzional informaticn prior to 41scu“"-“v it with
certain ifriends-meaning, -among others, the mﬁdln. } '

On January 3 27, 1964 Sullivan approved ?rot..e-: visur at
a Milwaukee hotel. ;he racommending memo pointed sut that be-
.2cuse pelice would he mearby, [ deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C) —

= o.ootct.a--loototoctttc-.-a...oln.aoot-oilva.oootoooato.o...[

-7 e i = = .
HOOVAY Wiuce: L Qoil . sudre the CC’ﬁJEClU-Lt: T, gesececsscssas

.l..ll.‘OOODOIOOIOOOGOOI.l....d.....l..l'l.‘.] \J—')

————

Brrosle R L \en )(1)(:) vee., and others in *a mary. ;-u‘.
Honovant
’z.nezq:-e:::.enced", a "bad writer" anc‘: "withou.t _businesr. sense',

on Januery 17, 1964 Headquarters approved d;scont: AuAnEe
cf the coverage at b\,L(‘ in New York because of the cificz
inactivity. Coverage was to be reconsidered if the officea be-
came active., Hoover testified befcre the House ..ppro**:.a":r.cn.,

+ UNCLASSIFIED
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Comidztee in January and made scrie off-the-record remarks about
Ring and the communist inlluence in the racial movement, whaich
caused a public furor vhen they were discussed in 2 Joseph Alsop
ucwspaper column in April.(u)

CMSSIFIED: SECRET. a0 s v e .EXEM?T“ (b) (1)

~(s)

On February 12, 19¢% the Director in 2 mems to +he Atlanta
offize, roferred to a conversation ia which[ deleted pursuant
to (S)(?)(C)............................................] Hoovex
AnStructdd Atlanta to be alert to [-(b)(7) (€)... ]for counter~
intelligence purposes. He indicated e wanted to capitaliza on
it and welcomed suzcestions as ::o hou it could be done. (u.)

Qo™

On February 13, 1954, A%'L.,t:am_ Attornay Gereral Burks
Harsnal}. sent flles to the w‘ha. e House concerning Kz.ng,[(b) (7)) (©)]

SECRET
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i J--(b)(7)(c)--h na reference to a September 1263

memo he sent to the Director concer n;ng his, ﬂarshal?’ , con-
versation wich King in which he provided King with cpecific

informaticn a2bout[...(b)(7)(C).....]. Marshali wanited President

Jonnson to know of King's backzround. Ha did not krow that

Lhu Bureau had b2en providing ths White House with such infor-
ation. Deloach sent Hoover a memorandum about Marshall's

lbtt >r and a meating Deloach had with Bill Moyers and Walter

Jerkirns about the letter. He reported that the White House

mistrusted Attorney General Rennedy's motives in providing the

files, Personal marginalia written on the memo by Koowver in~-

dicates his dislike of Marshall and Deputy Atteraey Ceneral

Katzenbach.@;ﬁ :

In vesponse to information about a rumoredé plct to
assassinate King, Headquarters sent Atlanta a memoson the
eighteenth stating that the Buresau was to be advised promptly
of infor hatxon cencerning violence to be directed against King.
Finally in February the Director advised the New York and
Atlanta offices to gather all previous references to King's
forthcoming bosk and put them in one memorandum so that the
Bureas: could take some zction in counterinte 1igevc: or other-
Sine to discrodit Ring or otherwise neutralize his effective-
ness beﬂauqa cr commnnxst influence on kim, (?4

2t en Februsry 29 with [...(b)(7)(C)....] in New

 u Vhen King went to Hawaii in February,. ageﬂfq from Sarn
‘Francisco were sent te the island to inctall microphonas in
his hotel.  Sullivan justified the installation as an attempt
to cbrain facts about King [..(b)(?)(C) to that cees mignt be
used aga*nqt b¢m.cl)

. In March 1984, conversations continued to be intercepted
and reported, A4lso in March King was zpproached by twe people
in governmment: one was an invitation from Sargent Shriver to
consult on a poverty study being done by OEQ; the other was a

ICLASSIFED
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discussion with a member of the State Department (friend of ¥q2~
the Kemnedy's) about King's participating ia a civil rights @
memorial for President Kennedy. Among thz comments on the

Bureau mamo absut these contacts were that it was rhccmkng,

in view of Attorney Ceneral and White House knowledze of King's
Communist Party cormections, that is was disturbing, particu-
larly because King was "...an individual so fraught with ev1l.&:b

O~ March &, it was recommended to Sullivan and approved
by Hoover that the Attorney General be given the resulis of
rhe Willard Hotel misur and more recent misurs in Hawaii and
Los Angeles, Evans was to tell the Attorney Gemeral that King
shouidn't be told of the information. He was provided the
information now bacause Berl Bernmhard was scheduled to inter
- view Xing in connection with a possible memorial te Prcsmccnf
Rennedy and it was thought that the Attorney Generzl might
cancel the interview. The Hi?te House was also p*ov1dud with

the more recent 1—1£omat.|.on. w) o {6 75;92‘va

01 ﬁ1rch 9, 1964 GQ?DCL) met with Kinv in Atlanta., In
faxrsn, the nureau proposed and carried out several significan
Jactions aga Kl“,. They installed 2 misur on llivon's

' aut?arlzatlou in a Detroit hotel where King was s:aylh;. After

r - - . S 3 L3
asrning that hﬁrquELSQ University was going to 2ward Ting an

——————0) —sagy
honoravy depree, hKoover approved having the EAC in Hilwaukee
give tha Thsncellor of the University a monograp 7 anpous King
that cited his communist party conmec tions ond referred to ki
being a moral degenerate. Marquette had sreviously honored
Hoover and the Bureau memo tHa_ reccmmended this action thought
it was "“shocking” thnat the leverSLty would aiso honor K¢n31};)

(LXNCSD -+ - -+, whom King was considering add:no to nis
staff, attended a party in New York at the Soviet Mission. As
.a counterlnuellﬂnr nce activity, the FBI provlaad the New Ycrk
Daily News with this information for a news article which was
published. The Director turned dowm a2 request cf Representa-
tive Smith of Virginia for _nformatlon about - . - YO - - ¢ - ¢

ﬂmd*h/\fwt' quﬂ«@w{fw)n

U

¢t b e



e g U s Pt s
L:—..: 1.--. { a ;ovr; i:u
R 3 o

with the notation, '"not now". King was photographad by the FRI
Los Angeles with an aide and ' =

: ¥ - (u,) . ———

— e e ——
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In April 1904, Deloach brief=d Senator Saltonstall (Mass.)
and Sprinzfield College President Glenn 0lds (now President
of ¥ent State University) about King in an unsuccessful effort
to prevent tha awarding of an honorary degree. Also in April
Josevn Alsoo published the article concerning King, cormmist
cenrections, and Hoover's January testimony concerning commenist
imfluence on racial matters. King responded by criticizing the
Burzav's concern with communism and not with racial prcblems(c(J
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