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:+ Jack Kershaw, James Earl doubtthat Ray has not escaped
Ray's Nashville attorney, said butis part of a plan,” the Rey
. last night there is a “possibili- Mr. Abernathy said.
"ty that should nol be ignored”
—that Raywas kidnaped from  KERSHAW SAID IIE ha
Brushy Mounlain State Prison, had “rumblings' of such con-
instead of escaping. cernsince he hasbeen working
wilh Ray in an effort to get a
Kershaw altributed such a new Ltrial.
possible kidnaping to people ~ “I can't be specific, but I
who might be “disturbed’ at have a ragporl with certain
the prospectthat Ray could get elements that have indicated
a new trial and develop new , their concern with Ray's hav-
evidence concerning the 1968 |ing a new trial,” Kershaw
slaying of Dr. Martin Luther |said. - :
King Jr. Ray has been serving |  He said he has had contacts
a 99-year senlence for the® with “the underworld — the
slaying, on a guilly plea. Mafia,” and identified some of
those who possibly wanted Ray
Ralph Abernathy, a close outof prison as‘the (Ku Klux)
associate of assassinaled civil Klan, the FBI or CIA, black

rights leader Dr. Martin King groups jealous of King's power _

Jr., also doubted Ray's escape and those violent black groups

is a move Lo set Ray up to “be methods.”
s «destroyed.”
I am greatly outraged over ~ KERSIAW DID nol say spe-
this news. I firmly am con- cifically why any of these

saying he believes the escape who were opposed to King's I

. vincey beyond a shadow of a groupi would be interested in

. Ray Possibly Kidnaped,
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kidnaping Ray. But the Nash-
ville altorney has contended in
recent months that Ray him-
self did not shoot down King
and said at one point “there
had to be some sorf of conspir-
lz:_cy" behind the assassina-
ion,

Asked how Ray could be
kidnaped from a maximum
security prison like Brushy
Mountain, Kershaw noted in-
coming mail is not opened, and
said it would be easy for inter-
ested people to send money
into the prison lo pay other
inmates to kidnap Ray.

He implied Ray may not
have gone along willingly with
the other five inmaltes in the
escape parly.

“1 AM WONDERING if the
escape was enginecred by him,
or whether he had lo go along
with the situation, but this is

ure speculation on my part,”

ershaw.said. o
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He addad il was important to
note that "Ray has said he
wanls lo acquit himself, not
convict anyone else. That
shows his concern with repri-
sals.” |

When he was first notified of
Ray's escape, Kershaw ex-
pressed “total surprise and
shock.”

“I TALKED with him this
weck and he indicated nothing
of this nalure,” Kershaw said
then. “His plans were defin-
itely oriented to a new trial
witﬁ renewed confidence.

“This must have been a hys-
terical, spur of the moment
thing. I was gelting him out of
prison, but not this way."

Later, Kershaw came up
with the theory of a possible
kidnaping,

IN WASHINGTON, James
H. Lesar, the allorney who
represented Ray before the
Supreme Court, said he wasn't
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really surprised al Ray's
escape. Lesar said Ray felt he
had no alternative.

"“Alter seven years of con-
stantstruggletogaina hearing
and rcupqninﬁ the case in
court, I think he simply con-
cluded the courts’ claims to
f;ushcc were farcical, that he

ad no alternative but to
escape,” Lesar said.

Lesar added Ray’s escape
“could have heen avoided if
the courls had at any time
during the past eight years
done what Uua_rl were obligated
to do, to give him the trial he
deserved,”

Lesar represented Ray in a
plea to the Supreme Court to
set aside a eircuit court deci.
sion that affirmed a federal
district court verdict, in effect
sanctioning Ray's conviclion,

Jerry Ray, the younger
brother of Ray, said last niﬁht
he does not believe his brother
will succeed in his escape at-
tempt. '




