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- Cwb ':Of the tmpesztwr; of a quamnt:me and, of the 20 Rus-
ps 'marest the U.S naval barrier stoppmg or turn-

By‘ Robert FE Kennedy
_p't -What had happened, the danger was any-
: wer, We learned later in the day that 14 ‘of
ps had stopped or had. turned baek to Russ:.a
of those continuing were tankers.

_-d e d A
as little. hkel_Lhood that the Bucharest carned

_ -consider what e sh"

 that became the matter of “reatést concern - time; it was P
1an _“tanker called the Bucharest Durmg the i 0 den:ls]!qu ha ;g be.

'shlps and because it was a tanker 'been ' 7. discusst

“the. kmds of armament covered ;
; he:quar - Nevertheless, there were those in
tfhe Exeeutwe Commlttee who felt strongly that the.

Lk

Bucharest should be s’eopped and 'boarded so that

: Khrushehev would make no- mzstake of ‘our will or

intent.
The President thself emphasmed that eventually B s
we would have to stop and board one of the: ships ap- - ™

‘proaching : Cuba. Those who favored letting the '

Bucharest pass argued that «it probably' searried mo *
coniraband and that Khrushehev nee ed mc _e'tclme to -
o ;

. That -th

r&mﬁmg the'

many of his advisers an of the. milf -ary,' he ‘decided - to

give Khrushchev ‘more time.

“We «don’t want ta push him to ay preelpltous action—
; ¥ See EENNEDY A13 001. 1 s g




. 'Were also bemg rapidly uncrated and. aesembl

KENNEDY From AI :
give him time to consider. I don’t Want to put hlm in a

\corner Adrom which he .cannot escape 4
In the Meantlx{Je however he increased the p:res;ure

in other Ways Low-flying flights of ‘eight plams Di
flew over Cuba mommg and. aﬂemoon supplgnen_.
the photography of 'the Uzs AII six Russian sub:
_Tines ther,i‘im the area or moving toward Cuba fmﬁi
Atlantic were followed and harassed and, at ¢

or another, forced to surface in the presenc% : US 4

military ships.

By now, in the Canbhean surreundmg Cuha we
25 destroye'rs, two: cruisers, several submann%
carners and a large number of support sh1ps -

A Passenger Ship Cleared

.« On the night of Thursday, Oct. 25, our -aerial B&otug-' o

Taphy revealed that work on the msziIe sites TO
ceeding at an extramdmarﬂy rapid pace; By the 1 llow
ing evening, Oct. 26, it was clear that the 11-28 bombe

* By this tlme,, an East German passenger: ship. ¢:

ing some 1500 people had reached the! batrier, Anot

deezsmn had to be n:(ade Agam, there Wer

was se great—mth S0 many people ‘aboard 1;1 shi '
a-nd so:begh a,poes;hmty q£ someﬂrmg gemg---' rous

shehev, On Monday’, Oct 22 the, day'of h:.é
the Nahon, Presulent Kennedy

]311 :the course of the. Ie‘qter ihe saud

I our discussions” and exchanges on - Berlm and -
other international questions, the one thmg that has ¢
most concerned me has been the possibility that your * =

‘government would not correctly understand the

‘and determination of the United States in any gwen-., B
Situation, since I have not assumed that you or any .
other sane man would, in this nuclear age, deliberately
plunge the world into war which it is crystal clear
no country could win and which'could only result in °
catastrophic consequences to the wt ele WOI‘Id mcIud-"__.

ing the aggressor. o

Khrushchev, in a Ietter recewed Oct. 23, had accused'-é;-,-
the President of threatenmg him and the Soviet Union -
with the blockade and asserted that it was not going to
be observed by the Soviet Union. “The aections of the
USA with regard to Cuba are outright bandmry or, 1o

you like, the folly of degenerate imperialism.”

| Tf any effort to interfere with Soyiet ships Were to be |

made, “we would then be foreed for our part to take

.the measures which we deem necessary and adequate

in order to protect our ‘Tights. For this we have all that
is necessary.”
"The President replied on Thursday, Oct. 25, restating

agam ‘what had occurred and stressing that—despite
private and public assurances that missiles would not
be placed in Cuba—that very step had been taken by
the Soviet Union. And then he added, very simply: “T
hope that your government will take the necessary
action to permit a restoratmn of the earher sﬂ:uatmn

_.F]J.‘St Vessel Boarded

{ All our eﬂ'orts ‘and letters, however, seemed to be

h ving little effect. On the contrary, ‘as we waited for '
e reply to President Kennedy's latest communication

R'IISSIEB. personnel were working {0, expedite the
ion of the mlSSlIe sﬂ:% and to aseemble the

s stopped and boarded. She was surely an interna-
'ship, It was the Marucla, an American-built
- Liberty ship, Panamanian owned, registered from Leba-

non and bound for Cuba under a Soviet charter from

~ the Baltic port of Riga.

'he Marucla had been carefully and personally:
cted by President Kennedy to be the first ship

stopped and boarded. He was demonstrating to Khru- -

shchev that we were going to enforce the quarantine
and yet; because it was not a Soviet-owned- vessel, it

did not represent a direct affront to the Soviets requir-

ing a response from them. It gave them more time,

but simultaneously demonstrated that the U.S. meant
business.

At 7:24 am., an armed boardmg party from two
des'royers went alongside the Marucla and by 8 was.
rd and had started the inspection. There were no
ents The vessel was found to contain no weapons
~was allowed to sail .on.

‘The fact that this inspection had been successfully

. gmphshed however, did not lift the feeling of gloom

'fbat was. settling over our committee and its delibera-

tio szhe Soviet Union had been adamant in its refusal

* fo recognize the quarantine. At the same time, it was

obviously preparmg its missiles in Cuba for possible

se.

. The Pref,ldent in response ordered a gradual increase
in pressure, still attempting to avoid the alfernative.
of direct military action. He increased the number of
low-level flights over Cuba [Erom twice a day to once

~ every .two hours.. Preparat:ens went ahead for might..

with bright flares that would bedropped across ‘the !
. island. The State Department and the Defense Depart-
_ ment were asked'to prepare to add pebmleum 011 and
: 'lubncants to the embargo Iist.

th Khrushchev reports came in that a greater num-

’clock Fnday mormng, 0 -. 4 26-' the :E1rst vesseI |

flights, which would take pictures of the missile ‘sites ',






Bureau nf Invesngatmn ithat: gave me a fee]n}g- of cons

: ! angry - He ohwously d1d not msh t
tﬁq ‘withdrawal of ‘the missiles from. Turkey 1

?Aﬁ.ﬁaﬂ:ﬁ% thétlwm 4
; Cuba, had since fl
other hqto-reconnamsan emxssm s :




