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Sunshine
Breaks Through

By Nina King

HERE ARE CLOUDS on the publishing horizon as

we move into the fall season, traditionally the busiest

of the year. Newspapers and trade journals sound the

alarms: Employee layoffs and book cancellations,
The oning power of the superstore chains, The plight of
the midlist author and that of the independent bookseller.
The drop in sales. The competition of CD-Roms and the Web.
The greed of corporate owners.

And yet. .. and yet. No one who has spent most of the past
week as | have—gaing through stacks of publishers' catalogs
and proof copies of fortheoming books—can fail to be perked
up. Not anly are there thousands of new titles coming out in
the next few months, but many of them ara very appealing.
And a few are the occasion for rejoicing.

Here are some highlights, as well 25 a few trends and fan-
cies. (Unless otherwise noted, all books are tentatively sched-
uled for September publication.) At the tap of the heap:

» Fiflar of Fire; America in the King Years, 1963-1964. Vol-
ume IT of Taylor Branch's trilogy about Martin Luther King
and his times (Simon & Schuster, October). Vol. I, Parting the
Waters, won the Pulitzer Prize for history in 1989,

® The Dark Side of Camelot (Little Brown, November). Sey-
mour M. Hersh takes on the Kennedy mystique,

*Big Trouble, by J. Anthony Lukas (Simon & Sehuster, Oc-
tober), The late author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Common
Ground and other notable books here probes the 1905 mur-
der of an obscure Idaho ex-governor and its implications for
class tensions in the United States.

*The Royals, by Kitty Kelley (Warner). The publisher is
nmnﬁzﬂpﬁnﬁngaflmﬂﬁonwpieumhuy'smb
tions will shake the House of Windsor to its foundations—aor,
at least, make a headline or two,

Thedwad:uﬂhe'ﬁﬂomnﬁmasbumﬁ:upuweﬁﬂhn]ﬂ
o the American imagination. In addition to the books by Tay-
lor Branch and Seymour Hersh mentioned above, the following
are to be published in the next few months: The Kennedy Obses-
sion: The American Myth of JFK, by John Hellman (Columbia);
Decision for Disaster: Betrayal uf the Bay of Py
Lynch (Brassey’s); The Kennedy Tapes: Inside the White House
During the Cuban Missile Crisic (Harvard, October), edited by
Ernest R May and Philip D, Zelikov, Mutual Contempt: Lyndon
lohnson, Robert Kennady, and the Fend That Shaped a Decads,
by cartoonist Jeff Shesol (Norton, October); Robert Kemnody,
Brotier Protector, by James W, Hilty (Temple, October); Taking
Charge: The Johnson White Howse Tapes, 1963-1964, edited by
Michael Beschl (Simon & Sch . October); fn God's
Long Summer, Charles Marsh's gath- —Lontinued on page 8

Nina King is editor of Book World,
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ESSAY

'W;athering the Storms

By Mary Lee Settle

AM, God help me, what Is called a “good” writer. A
“good” writer can be defined financially as one with a
, slow growth of readership, ,mo!ﬂybmrd of
mouth, sametimes, convealently for the pub by
# jump in sales due to laudatory obituaries.

There was a time, in the early 1950sand "60s, when it
seemed possible for serious writers to be lifted up inta the
happy land of lom where they could earn, often
at the cost of head-turning celebrity, huge profits from
their work, Today that ility is almost certainly cut
off by too short a shelf life for boclks, With a few excep-
tions, the happy few are getting old.

T suggest that we serious writers are deeply responsi-
ble for some of this. The convenient split between the

Mary Lee Sattle lives in Charlattesville, Va

goo_(‘! nn,rl }he pupuhrdis dxle"pru_dn:t of literary snobbery,

an practice using the tax
on the back-list as an excuse,

Th:remhndmdbmhuduﬂnthetﬂlephun:
bookulnnz.mdumm’l‘hmmﬁnepnmﬂu
bnoh,lnwmhlﬂdlghtmdhnpemgnidesﬁurmc:
Think of the tight plotting of classic detective stories, Both
James Lee Burke and Patricla Cornwell retain that finer
Dickensian indignation with the ways of the warld that
h.ubmneglzctcdbyﬂxemlllmdsupmofmudxm
called serious writing,

The Father Brown stories of Chesterton inspired
Borges, and the long-forgotten stories of the ‘20s writer
‘Stacy O'Monnier were models for Angus Wilson, who
gave me one of the greatest pieces of advice I know,
“Learn from good technicians,” he said. "You can't learn
from genius. You can only imitate "

Many of the books that — Comtinued on page 15
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October).

In fiction, a handful of novels stands out:

® Cities of the Plain by Cormac McCarthy
(Knopf, January) is the concluding volume
of his Border Trilogy, of which the first val-
ume, All the Pretty Horses, won the National
Book Award in 1852

*Charming Billy, by Alice McDermott
(Farrar Straus Giroux, December). From
one of America’s best young writers, a novel
about the 47 Irish Americans gathered to
drink and remember on the occasion of Billy
Lynch's death,

»John Updike’s Teward the End of Time
(Knopf, October), Set in the year 2020 aftera
U.SChinese war has brought destruction

lnawlﬂmhbuﬁzhmﬂymmdhhmy
of the Atomic Age.

ROMISING first novels include The
Flower Net by Lisa See (HarperCollins,
October), a thriller set in Beijing,
where a Chinese police detective and a US.
district attorney team up to solve two mur-
ders with international Also set
In the Far East is Arthur Golden's Memoirs
tfﬂ&ﬁiﬂﬂ{nmUmbzr) Adms:ewrd
an American sch

lm qﬂlmkﬁomhy

e Eymlh[en\'ulmnhnuh:x
gﬂah-ln oto. In Laura Zigman's
satiric Arimal Hi , (Dial, January) a
medumrnmedjmerdnﬂhn-mm
the study of animal behavior in an effort to

why she has been so suddenly
land inexplicably dumped by the man she

Established novelists with new books dus
mcé;ude Gur:ﬂrgtl:ovl:{im}m. vfrh](:iu A] CicmM
in Gravity (Ho! a story of old-style Mass-
achusetts politicos caught in a newstyle
ethics investigation. Set in contemporary
Vietnam, The Deep Green Sea (Holt, Janu-
ary) is the love story of m American veteran
and & Viemamese woman by Robert Olen
Butler, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning

A Good Scent From a Sirange Mountain. Al-
lan Gurganus's Plays Well With Otkers
(Enopf, November) tells the story of one
Manhattan circle of artists and the impact on
it of the AIDS epidemic. In Timaguake, by
Kurt Vonnegut, & “millennial spasm” forces
everyone to relive the '90s (Putnam). Lary’s
Pany is the new novel from Carol
Shields, author of The Stone Diaries. Cele-
bration by Harry Crews (Knopf, January) is
about senior citizens living in a Florida trail-

er
From Mexico comes The Crystal Frontier

by Carlos Fuentes (Farrar Straus Giroux,
October), This is “a novel in nine stories,” all

dledlnmup!ewhomuatdul

Y L GRANAM

Carol Shields
LARRY AMAZED

€ ‘WORD labyrinth has only
recently come into the vocabu-
MofIzﬁW:ll:r mdthm

tyiwo, a

one child) living in Mmunhu.
Canada. He doesn't bother with
the etymology of the word ladyrinti; In
fact, at this time in his life he has zero in-
terest in word derivations, but he can tell

you plain and simple what a labyrinth is.
A!:brrmthmncnmplﬂpaﬂ!.‘l'hat‘nn.
It's not
edordmmf.uayou m.lghtﬂlmk."fhc

yrinth,
you. So is the fox-and-geese tracery he
mmpedmtul.h:beckynrd SNOW &5 2

in Winnipeg's West End. He sees
I:haf.nuw So's a modern golf course, Take
St George's Country Club out in the St
James area of the city, for instance, the
way it nudges you slong gently from hole
to hale, each step plotted in a forward di-
rection so that you wouldn't dream of at-
tacking the whole thing backwards or
bucking in any way the ongoing, numeri-
culypwdetemin:dschemz

A maze, though, is different from a
labyrinth, at least in the opinion of some.
A maze is more likely to baffle and mis-
lead those who tread its paths. A maze is
a puzzle. A maze is designed to deceive
s poasiia o o bygah can o 4
It's possible a inth can be a
magze, and that a maze can be a labyrinth,
but strictly speaking the two words call
up different ideas. . .

“If he had not married Dorrie Shaw, if
he had never visited Hampton Court, his
life would have swerved on an alternate
course, and the word labyrinth would
have floated by him like one of those
specks in the fluid of his eye.”

From Carol Shields's
Larry's Party

vember) the Stephen
King’s "Dark Tower™ fmtuy series about
Roland the Gunslinger. Carl Hisasea's Un-
lucky You is another antic tale from the Flori-
da master. This one is about a woman who
wing a mulimillion dollar ioitmr jackpat,
only to be pursued by villaing from the

this season’s many variations on a theme of

In Wait Till Next Year: Summer After-
mmmwrm«a..em«usmm&
J historian Doris Kearns Goodwin
writes of growing up a Dodgers fan in
Rocleville Centre, Long Island, in the '50s:

“White Clarion Arynns® (Knopt, N

In Always Outnumbered, Always Oulgunned
(Norton, November), Walter Mosley intro-
duces a new protagonist, Socrates Fortlow, a
tough ex-con with a philosophical bent.

S MANY eritics have ramarked, this
Is an age of the nal memoir. For
some, it's a Golden Age; for others it's

THE SNOWS OF YESTERYEAR
“FHETSNOWum: this year

latze in November. Gloria

and [ awoke to see a fragile
white inch on the cak branches out-
side the bathroom windows, and on
the curving driveway below, and on
the circle of lawn the driveway enclos-
es—ihe leaves still unraked, the grass
still green. [ looked into myself for a
trace of childhood exhilaration at the
sight—my sixty-sixth season of anow
beginning—and found none, just a
quickened awareness of being behind
in my chores and an unfocused dread
of time itself. time that churns the sea-
sons and that had brought me this
new cffering, this heavy new radiant
day like a fresh meal brightly served
in a hospital to a patient with a dwin-
dling appetite.”

From John Updike’s
Toward the End of Time

“From g as simple as Lhe small red
scorebook in which I inscribed the parrative
of a ball game, | saw the inception of what
has become my life's work as a historian.” [n
My Life and My Country (Reguery, October),
Gen. Alexander Lebed, a possibl

to Yeltsin #s president of Russia, tells his
rowdy, combative life story. In Climbing the
Mountain: My Search for Msaning (Simon &
Schuster), actor Kirk Douglas turns to Ju-
daism after he is first seriously injured in a
plsnf:uhmdﬂumpmny
§tro)

Rita Will: Memoir of a Litevary Rabble-
Rowser (Bantam) is novelist Rita Mae
Brown's story of her life as a writer and as an
ungbashed lesbian. Nat Hentoffs second
memoir, Speaking Freely (Knopf), chronicles
his 40 years in journalism—from jazz critic
civil liberties. Footnotes by
Tommy Tune (Simon and Schuster, Novem-
ber) hnuvdychrunldao!ultfe on stage.
Paul Auster writes about his struggle to sur-
vive as a writer in Howd to Mouth: A Chroni-
cla of Early Failure (Holt). Straight, No Chas-
er is Jill Nelson's story of “How I Became a
Grown-Up Black Woman" (Putnam). And
Anits Hill finally tells her story in Speaking
Truth to Power (Douhleday. October).

Trayel memoirs include Norman Lewis's
Tha World, the World: Memoirs of o Legendary
Traveler (Hal)—50 years of remote adven-
tures in a classic British mode, Gregory
Jaynes's Come Hell or High Woter: A Really
Sullen Memoiris a new-stylg chronicle
that could have been called “Around the
WorldhaBld Mood,” if someone else had

not already used that tile. Undergoing a

Town, by Dix Van Dyke, by
Wild (Johns Hopkins, October), offers ¢
vivid eyewitness account of a little Californi:
boomtown around the turn of the century.

YSFUNCTIONAL families are still in
i . o
stories. NPR foreign corresponden
Jacki Lyden is the daughter in Daughter o
the Queen of Sheba (Houghton Milin, Octo
ber); her book chronicles life with a severely
delusional mother. In My Brather: A Memoir
Jamaica Kincaid tells the grim story of he
talented youngest brother, caught up in th
drug culture and dead of AIDS In their na
tive Antigua at the age of 33 (Farrar Straut
Giroux, October). In Crabcakes (Simon anc
Schuster, November), Pulitzer Prire-win
ning short story writer James Alan McPher
son describes the “series of devastating per
sonal setbacks that kept him from writing’
and the inspiration he finds in Marylant
crabcakes.

The extent to which the memoir has be
come fodder for the wilder daytime tallks
shows is suggested by the following titles
The Last Time | Wore a Dress; | Was Sed
dam’s Son; Gorilla Suit—My Adventures iy
f‘odﬁviwug and Tales of o Rat-Hunting

Conventional blographies of unconven
tional peaple include: East to the Dawn: Thi
L of Ameiia —Continued on page ¢
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Eariiart, by Susan Butler (Addison-Wesley,
October), which marks the 100th anniver-
sary of the aviator's birth; Aibert Camus; A
Life, by Oliver Todd (Knopf, December), a
bestseller in Europs; Keats
Giroux, January) by
won praise for his blography of Philip
Larkin; fackie Robimson: A Biography
{Knopt, October),by Arnold Rampersad, ac-
claimed biographer of post Langston Hugh-
es; Man on the Flying Trapeze: The Life and
Times of W.C. Fields by Simon Louvish (Nor-

History—In sheer numbers of books pub-
lished, the Civil War and related issues dom-

ton): Appetite for Life: The Biography of Julic  cont images of the
ild, woman who Civil War. (The book is packaged with a

French cooking, by Noel Riley Fitch (Dou- stereoscopic viewer.)
bleday); C. Kinsey: A Public/Pri- Other Times, Other Wars: The Tioo Kore-
vats Life, by James H. Jones (Norton, No-  as: A Contemporary History by former Post re-
vember), the story of our national sex  porter Don Oberdorfer (Addison-Wesley, Oc-
% tober); Tricky Dick ond the Pink Lady:
Richard Nixon vs. Helen Gahagan Douglas:
WO ofCl;n books:!ﬂ]hnﬂu wmmmmm-{mw
flames of mania,” the revived Mitchell (Random House, January);
Cuban tu?i:;w'hr?d:; b Legacy, wM?‘&I&nMMM
uban revol ied trying to export 3 Octo-
it to Bolivia. They are Companero: The Life  ber): Khama, Emperor Joi, and the
and Death of Che Guezara, by Jorge G. Cas-  Great Queen:  Victorian Britain
taneda (Knopi, November) and Gwevara, Through Afican Eyes, by Nell Parsogs
Also Known o3 Cha, by Paca TaiboIl  (Chicago, January) Is the story of three
(St Martins, October). More than  African chiefs who jourreyed to England in
cal in intent is The Life of 1895 in an effort to keep their lands out of the

Bill Clinton hands of Cecil Rhodes.

The aof so-
ery), which sesks to cial and cultaral history
prove that the Clinton offer some provocative ti-
presidency Is the most tles this season. The Gay
corrupt in history, Metropolis, 1940-1996 by

Books of special Kaiser
Washington interest in- (Houghton Mifflin, No-
clude The Freskmen: In- chronicles ho-
side the House Closs of mosexual fifs in New
1994 (Westview, Octo- . Mema's House,
ber). Another fabled DC r On
institution, The Parly (as tites, Queens and Machos
in cocktail or dinner, not (Chicago, January) is An-
political), is the subject of 's study of a
a nonfiction book by Sal- house in & poor Mexican

(Simon & barrio that is & refuge and

Schuster, October). for of

relations, & per- and

sistent issue for Ameri- predilections. Peter Gay's

cans within and without the Beltway, is ex-  Ploasure Wars (Norton, January) is the fifth

plored by sociologist Orfando Patterson in  and last volume of his “The Bourgeois Expe-

The Ordeal of Integration: Progress and Re-  rience: Victoria to Freud.” From Johns Hop-

sentment in America's Racial Crisis (Coun-  kins comes Vemus Engy: A History af Cosmat-

terpoint, November). Journalist David K. #c  Surgery, by Elizabeth  Haikennn
Shipler has written A Country of Strangers:  (November)

Blacks and Whites in America (Knopf, Octo-
ber). The Black O: Racism oud Redemption
in an American Corporate Empire, by Steve
Watking (Georgia, October), |s the case his-
tory of the legal battle against discrimination
at Shoney's restaurant chain,

The Corner: A Year in the Life of an Inner-
City Neighboriood, by David Simon and Ed-
ward Burns, focuses on a drug-ridden Balti-
more neighborhood (Broadway Books). In
Official Negligence, Post special correspon-
dent (;I: l(l:llmﬁ?: ::plnresed'ﬂr:w Rodoey

] s Chang s Angeles
%ﬂm LAPDS" (Times Books, Novem-
ber). Meanwhile, the library of books devot-
-ed to the 0], Simpson case i to

Public policy issues: New American
Biuss: The Private Life of the Poor, by Earl
Sharris (Norton, October); Mlusions of Op-
Pportunity; The American Dream in Question,
by John E. Schwarz (Norton). In The Grand
Chessboard: American Primacy and Tts
Geostrategic Imperatives (Basic, October),
Zhigniew B looks at how the Unit-
ed States can preserve and expand ts global

Hotw the Mind Works, by Steven Pinker
(Narton, October); Next of Kin: What Chim-
panzes Hove Taught Me About Who We Are
by Roger Fouts {(Morrow, October), a plo-
neer in the use of American Slgn Language

with chi

grow. From ReganBooks in October comes
Nicole's Story, us told by the victim's sister,
Denise Brown. See also 0.].'s niece’s story,
Fm Not Dancing Anymere, by Terl Baker
(Kensing October), Dominick Dunne's
Another City, Not My Oun (Crown, Novem-
ber), described as "a novel in the form of a
memoir,” draws on Duane's reporting of the
Simpson case for Vanity Fair, Gerry

offers 0] The Last Word (St. Martin's, No-

“vember), Promises, promises,

to

Countdown to 2001: pdlki‘:';:d Voo-
negut are among those playing with millen-
nial ideas this sesson. But Stephen Jay
Gould takes a dim view of such games in
Questioning the Millannisim: A Rationalist’s
Guids fo a Precisely Arbitrary Countdown
(Crown, October). Look also for the wis-
dom of The 2000-Year-Old Man in the Year
2000, u revival of the classic comedy rou-
tine by Mel Brooks and Carl Reiner
(HarperCollins),

T ile the i ate cycles of
years and lunations. Since nature permits
no clean and crisp correlation, people

; had to devise the cumbersome, baroque

Metonic Cycle. And this achievement by
several independent societies can only be

called heroic.
[ reco, this functional need to
know, 1 surely honor it as a driving

force in human history. But when Pale-
olithic Og looked out of his cave and up
at the heavens—and asked why the
maoon had phases, not because he could
uinn: the infurma:éon to buwtgis success

gathering shelifish at the nearby
shore, but because he just wanted to re-
solve a mystery, and because he sensed,
however dimly, that something we might
call recurreat order, and regard as beau-

PALEOLITHIC 0G LOOKS UP tiful for this reason alone, must lie behind
the overt then calendrical
€€ Y THINK that I love h ity all  questi blime, and so did
diemnra—-ﬁunchn!n’ahmm'[ humanity as well
suppose—when our urge to
transcends mere advantage. So- From Stephen Jay Gould's
cieties that both fish and firm need to Questioning the Millennium
GREENWOOD'S LOST PARADISE
N MY hometown of Greenwood, in  in this paradise lost, black people could
, Mississippi, whites take nothing for granted—not life, not
had sworn since before Reconstruc-  liberty, not “the pursuit of iness.*
tion that we blacks would not only know Into this magnolia | on August
our place but stay in it forever. cel 29, 1944, [ was kicking and
ebrated as a holidny the Leflore County  screaming, from Mama's womb.
Massacre of 1889, in which three thou-
sand blacks seeking political rights had From Endesha Holland's
been slaughtered by white posses. Here, The Mississippi Delta: A Memoir
BEST AND WORST
€€ (C\UPPOSE that you and [ were sit-
ting in a quiet room overlooking
a garden, and sipping at
our cups of tea while we talked
out something that had happened a

Mr. Tanaka Ichiro really was the best
and the worst of my life. He seemed so
fascinating to me, even the fish smell on
his hands was a kind of perfume, If [ had

FROM A WOGDEUT J¥ Shanaul O
never known him, I'm sure [ would not
have become a geisha *

From Arthur Golden's
Memoirs of ¢ Geisha

A NEW YEAR ON THE CORNER

(14 LL ACROSS the west side, the
distinet re mlfmhxdhddy

amine the wound.
“The hour approaches, and the great,

shots now

rain suddenly winces, grabs his forearm,
and races for the nearest doorway to ex-

grows even louder,
the flashes of light racing up and down
the streets as visible proof of this explo-
sive percussion. It is a sound both
strange and familiar: the signature sound
of our time, the prideful, swelling can-
nonade of this failed century, Shanghal
Warsaw. Saigon. Beirut Sarajevo. And
now, in this peculiar moment of celebra-
tion, West Baltimore.”

From Edward Burns and David Simon's
The Corner
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