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ASHINGTON —Friends said

) they were like an old mar-

ried couple, comfortable and se-
rene as theyi strolled through
snowy ‘Centrali Park or lolled by

rtha’s Vineyard on

i

served,. urbane,

illionaire, wag gén
cribed, in the scant
eferences to him

years, ag Mrs. Onass
friend” er’“frequent g

: in-  profoundly’ unlikely couple. She
mond importer, was ~was the glamorous and stately
ple” closest to the

dy in the last years -

& . and'the exclusive social swirl of the
~a_re- - Hamptons on Long Island; he is a
€] . portly, balding, self-made man
- . born in Antwerp, Belgium, into an *

- was, in fact, much more.

A man who covets his privacy.
perhaps as much as Mrs. Onassis -
did hers, he was a companion and’
prolector. He fended off the papa-

razzi who relentlessly hounded the =

‘two-time widow, helped memmmm

 apartment.

family friend since the late '50s,
onger than she knew either Presi-
dent Kennedy or her second hus-
band, Greek shipping tycoon Aris- -
assis, whose death in 1975

ed their seven-year marriage.
first glance, Mrs. Onassis;’

er life, and Tempelsman made a

living legend, a Roman Catholic

- who grew up amid debutante balls

Orthodox Jewish family that fled
from the Nazis in 1940.

e - ' . Tempelsman never cbtained a
‘he . divorce from his wife of more than

her finances, accompanied her to |
-dinners and concerts, and eventu-

' 'Mrs. Onassis knew Tempelsman, 1. and

n often defined by the men'in =

gt

40 Kmul_m_,_r:w. a nmmv_wm.nm_l%ccm
Orthodox Jew, whose father was

also in the diamond business. They

have three grown children,
Despite their differences in
background, Mrs. Onassis and
- Tempelsman had much in common,
'Tempelsman advised U.S. presi-

nners ar rts, anc {.. dents as well as leaders in Africa,
Jally shared her 15-room 5th Ave- w where he does much business, He
_ - Ifis a figure in Jewish philanthropic
‘ndtional - Democratic . circles -
nd shared an interest in the arts,
tiques, | foreign. languages ‘and
history with the former First Lady.

%

A Pisar, a friend of Mrs. Onassis,
told a'reporter, “This thoughtful,

an aura of tranquillity around [Mrs,

f Onassis]. Mautice doesn’t show her
~toff like [Aristotlé] Onassis, who
1 considered Jackie another jewel in -

lects her, understands her position
d respects her privacy.”
,m“m%m first met Maurice Tempels-
arranged for John F. Kennedy,
~then a US. senator from Massa-
chusetts, to meet a South African

ihis crown, Maurice, the diamond
imerchant, knows better; he pro-
HES

i

unlikely Jewish m%.n_manu has put

in the late '60s when he

diamond magnate. Tempelsman
was already making himself a
player in liberal Democratic cir-
cles. : : e it
Few took note of the deep
friendship that started developing
between the Kennedy widow and
the diamond importer in the late
"70s. But by the early '80s, after
Mrs. Onassis had been linked in
gossip columns with such men as’
architect LM. Pei, CBS founder
William Paley and Prince Rainier
of Monaco, friends and society

‘watchers noted that the former

T e S : - First Lady was turning - u
m‘? ' years ago, lawyer Samuel . p ; Sk, wore

and more on the arm of Tempels-
man. N B i

. In 1982, he moved out. o,.n.‘am,
‘apartment and into a hotel suite

and, later, into Mrs. Onassis’ apart-

‘ ment overlooking Central Park.

_ Although they were not social

“hoppers, they were not. secretive.
-about the relationship, either, giv-.
" ing dinner parties together, holding
‘hands at the ballet, and appearing
- together at the wedding of Caroline:
~and Edwin Schlossberg, n

In the summers, they would fly
by chartered plane to Mrs. Onassis'
sprawling vacation estate on Mar-
tha's Vineyard., ‘




