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that America wasn’t perf

It'’s taken a long time ==
years — to becloug
framed images ; Y,

-Now, however wlth the publl
cation' of Christopher Andersens
“Jack and Jackie: Portrait of an;;
American Marriage,” little of the .,
legend goes unchallenged. 2

-Andersen, whose' 16 ° prewous !
books include biographies of Kath-;,
arine Hepburn ‘and Susan Hay--
ward, doesn't refrain from dishing -,
the dirt, authenticating his asser-
tions with chapter-by-chapter lists |
of personal interviews and oral his- ,
tories, Unlike Gary Aldrich, whose :
new Clinton exposé seems to rely.
largely on testimony from political -
enernies, Andersen claims to have |
talked with scores of friends, polit- -
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w e were old enough to' lmow~ x
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Scouring his ‘brain for the tini q
est detail he might have overlook-.s
ed in four: previous books about,’
the Kennedys, Davis devotes jmore ¢
: than a page,. for. exa.mple to a, g
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t.ly what ‘would“have "
*'and'? Jackie” '*evenb
's Clear that’
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meaningless account. of Blackjack
Bouvier chastising a young cousin
for exploding a noisemaker; near ; J
his daughter Jacqueline at p taml
]y dlnIIEr HY 5L %1
Davis’ branch of Jackle s fami i
ly — the Bouviers — was pretty
much discarded when her mother ;.
remarried, so his insights about hjs
cousin past the age of 13 are limit-
ed. The text feels meager compar- .
ed with Andersen’s gush of infor-.,

Detaﬂed footnotes on’ who saidw

‘matlgn.

Jucquelme Kennedy's " life’ is
exploted in two pew books ' °
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JFKwasamanwithaneedfor
sex but no particular feeling for,
romance. He married Jackie when
he was well into his, 30s, writes
Andersen, because his father .,
warned him that - voters would
think he was gay if he didn't havea .
wife. L '
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theden,k of his'sailboat. ;=2 ““
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BOOI(S-— G ~—===—-Jack'sneed for sex was
5. | as an adult by an assortment of
| #Jack AND .IACKIE ff:fpﬁfnt:ﬁ tf:li: phgﬂchageﬁge;
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i Portmtt anAmeﬂcan
g . ;; levels up, Andersen says. Max Ja-":
- cobson, the New. York physician
. known as “Dr. Feelgood,” shot the |
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In 1955, when the marriage was

" at an.alltime low, writes Ander- |

sen, Joe tried to avert a divorce by
j offering to pay off Jackie to stay.
{  In the last pages of “Jack and -
+ Jackie,” Andersen -manages - to
J draw back from the sordid details':
of the, relationship,. maintaining -
i that the Kennedys were over the;

% president full of amphetamines to .|
panther;.pﬂ

increase his-stamina and. elevate . | worst, They went to Dallas with a.,
i his moods, I don't care if there’s .4 new love for each other, he writes,
' 1 Jacobson, !
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=,, :shots’ Max,s
swho_marri swrites/An: |
amhmﬁf lf;jf er. had. ‘ 3 told%l’nck:lé' ‘!Waté{nr?mé&ay away
big bank account.*Throughout the
marriage,.-all, h e:r personal s hills?) .
were paid by her father-in- -law,, ats!

' The love affalrs of JFK are old
news, but Andersen’s explanations
for the roots of his sexual appetltes i
are fascinating: il g

Joe' Kenii'edy encm“lr:ided?‘lilsg
boys to prove their manliness® by !
‘behaving like bulls. . Papa Kennedy
laughed ‘and’ stayed the course !
when JFK, his young 'sont; found *
him making love to his‘mlstress on '

didn't know at_ the time that phe
was getting the'shots, too™ -~ * '-

- And while she couldn't am?t%i{
her hushand’s sexual conquests in,

sheer,volume, Andersen says she |

ing David Schoenbrun, who was l
Washington bureau chief of CBS:’
“Nobody should worry about Jack-
ie.” The author speculates that her !
lovers. included Deputy Secretary |
of Defense Roswel! Gilpatric and
Washlngton lawyer Walter Sohler

him,: % recalls; Gore. Vidal, “15"

waan't ,100 percent, faithful, quot- o

ill thera,’hJFK told. | and, if Lee Harvey:Opwald hadn't l
it makes n e

:'into old age togethers i - uuii
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... Their marital problems. “were!’
,nothlng like us," he- concludes,}"
_with‘a sweep'of' sentiment, “and"
everything lice us: Theirs was an’
American marriage.” . dnagulu i &
1 Seeing’ those problems' ”ﬂbW“
however, the reader is led by the =
weight of Andersen’s evidence toa’’
different conclusion: Jack and
Jackie were figures on the stage,
and we were mesmerized by the '
magic of their performance, ‘We*
forgot that what we were seeing
was pure artiflce ‘
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