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RIVERDANCE: LI hoofer adds a new B 3
twist to Ireland’s song and dance.

FOOD: If St. Patrick’s Day calls for B 19
Irish fare, what's better than fish?
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Come April 23, someone will
own Jackie’s pearls. They're
simulated — but so what. B4-5
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By Karin Lipson
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OVE OVER, Andy

retained her star quality; to
Warhol. Grab a

the last, heads swiveled and

Auction

The interest in

Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis’ belongings

has reached a

frenzy — surpassing
any auction that’s

gone before,
say the folks
at Sotheby’s

seat with the com-

moners, Duchess

of Windsor. In the firmament

Eli celebrity estate auctions,

ete past stars are being

adip:elf a name that has

always its own ethe-

real light: Jacqueline Kenne-
Omnassis

Still weeks away, the auc-
tion of the late, former first
lady’s estate has already cre-
ated & fever pitch of intereat
from both the public and the
media. Sotheby's auction
house in Manhattan, which
will hold the sale over a four-
day period beginning April
23, has been flooded with
calls from Beverly Hills to
Bueénos Aires. Anticipating
record requests, it has or-
dered 100,000 copiss of the
tony auction catalog — sell-
ing at 390 hard-bound, $45
soft cover — maling this the
firm's largest catalog printing
aver,

It's ironie, of course, that
Jacqueline Onassis, in life the
most private of people,
should have occasioned this
sort of frenzy nearly two
years after her death in May,
1994, But the folks at Soth-
eby's — who shepherdad
both the §25.3 million War-
hol sale and the $50.3 mil-
lion Windsor auction to their
highly successful conclusions
— admit they've never seen
the like of the presale inter-
est in the Onassis suction.

Though Jackie stepped
out of the public limelight
maore than 30 years ago, she

forks [roze in midair when
she entered a room. It seams
as if everyone who knew her
— and millions who didn't —
kept a memery of her gra-
cious elegance from the
Camelot years, a memory
never marred by the revision-
ist ravelations that may have
eventually sullied our image
of Camelot itself.

“She was & beautiful young
woman, very impressive,” re-
calls New York theatrical

roducer Arthur Cantor. &
g[arvard classmaté of John F.

Kan. 'a, Cantor met the
youthful first lady during a
White dinner in 1962.

“All T can say is, if she had
been English, it would have
been Buckingham Palace.
She had that regal guality.
She was American royalty."”

And now, the availubility of
some Toyal treasures, or even
royal cast-offs, has sparked
this outpouring of interna-
tional interest. Early on, the
auction house announced it
would use a lottery method
to decide who will get to at-
tend the five-day presale ex-
hibition that starts April 19
and ends at noon on April
23, the day of the first eve-
ning sale session.

To keep the presale crowds
to a manageable total of
30,000 visitors, only those
who ordered an Onassis auc-
tion cataleg by March 1
qualify to enter the lottery;
each of the 15,000 people
randomly selected from the
lottery will be given two tick-
ets to the exhibition. And
even they will be limited to &
specific day and time.

And then it gets really ex-
clusive: Only 1,500 people
will get to attend each auc-
tion session (nine sessions

i over the four
sale days), with preference
hnini}iven to long-term

[

clients, But not to
worry if you're not amang
the select: Absentee bid
forms, availahle in the cata-
and from Sotheby's, will

ow even the most humble
to grab a chance
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will be on the auction block?
There are some 1,200 lots, or

any desk u: 2 faded yalluw
couch you might want to
place discreetly in & back
room. I this pnmaa Initially
surprising, a touching (and
copyrighted) catalog essay by
Jackie'a childhood friend and
White House social secretary,
Nancy Tuckermln, sets us
straight: “Essentially, there
was nothing grand or osten-
tatious about her npart-
mant,"" Tuckerman writés
sbout Onassia’ Fifth Avenue
digs. "It was mvmng and
comfortable, with

lived-in feel to it ha was
not in the habit of changing
or rearranging furniture,
Onece everything was in place,
she kept it that way, rfphn—
ing worn uphuls:ery or IHP
covers with identical materi-

Molrlng right along, you'll
find jewelry ranging from a
40.42-carat diamond that was
a gift from Jackis's second
husband, shipping magnate
A;::mun Onassis, to hum:m
of costume jewelry; art that
includes some valuable

mg: and wntnrm!l.;rl linn'lud-

ree *
uf nn Arab”
Sargent), bu: a!su lots ufﬁt

catures; Hellenistic antiqui-
ties and contem, hunt-
ing saddles, two early-20th-
Century silver and enamel
table clocks from Austria and
a group of “miscellaneous
woven baskets' from who-
where, and yes, a cou-

ple of JFK's mckmg chairs.
‘What will all this cost? The
point of an auetion, of course,
is that no one knows
in advance. Sotheby's has
come up with & comparative-
ly conservative presale esti-
mate of argund §5 million for
the entire auction. But, ac-
knowledges senior press
spnhnnln Phillips, “it
is impossible to guantify
provenance in a sale like

this."" In other words, who
knows how much someone

will be willing to pay for a
triple strand of simulated
— valued in the cata-
at 3500 to $700 — when
it wasn't just s
of pearls, but Jackie's? In
fact, when it was the very
sort of reverse-snobbery cos-
tume jewelry that looked so
elegant un tlu first lady in
the early 1960s!

S0 the pllrll and indsed
everything in the sals, could
go for any price, perhaps
many multiples of the
murely low estimates. Still,
taking those pressle esti-
mates as 8 gauge, you could
sa8y that the asuction as a
whole i3 most notable for
what it isn’t: It isn't just a
series of high-falutin’, high-
priced objets d'art. (But then,
neither was the Warhol sals,
with its coakie jars and flea~
market goodies, or the Ru-
dolph Nureyev auction last
year at Christis's, with its
worn-out ballet slippers
among Elizabethan i-
ture and Roman antiquities.)

Sure, you'll likely have to
part with an estimated
$500,000 to $600,000 for that
mega-diamond from Ari,
which is tha most expensive

item in the sale. The wonder-
ful Sargent watercolor will
set you back at ieast
lmﬂ,ﬁﬂoau:mrﬂn; to esti-
mates, while a gouache draw-
ing of John and Jacqueline
Kennedy done by Robert
lhuuhlnhtrs d\:rin; !hn
1960 pr

anticipated to sall for :ﬂmt
$80,000, And that Louis XVI
mahogany writing desk
should sell for §20,000 to
$30,000.
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Jacqueline ({n.uul’.u”

Ll.na

to incl
mlhchna.wnbmthumuur
the model. She , and
Lane used the model for 25
A valuable years: “Omne
ariwork: “Head 92 Jackie
ofanArab" by  ssidtomein
John Singer her wonder-
Sargent

‘Kumur 1 saw our necklace

again on
[:uneet,undlummu
after

Still, what you may not get
from the — not for any
price — is an easy sense of just
who Ji Kennedy On-

was. This will un-
doy to
trua Jackia-watchers, but (s
not so ing. The sale is,
after all, what is left of the es-
tate, i Jackie's
Fifth t, after
the Kennedy children have

taken what they
wanud‘_ lh!l}lﬂ:}’!‘l! .dn;

Library Foundstion in Boston.
(Proceeds from the catalog
sales will also be donated to

charity.)
Sowamrea]}ymh'mng

ere most poignant, or telling.
Her schoolgirl French-verb
j ion book (esti

8500 to $800) reminds us of
how, vears later, she dazzled
the French with her charm
and ic ability during a
1961 state visit to France. (“I
Sanqosling Kennedy 1o Barir

0 to Paris,”
quipped the president, know-
ing when he had heen up-

staged.)

A specially bound edition of
JFK's ‘“Profiles in Courage"
(estimate: $3,000 to $5,000)
bears a calligraphic inscription
“presented by the publisher to
Mrs. John F. Kennedy”; it was
published in 1964, we see, fol-

by their owner in her research
for “In the Russian Style,"
which she edited, remind us
that she spent nearly twa dec-
ades in her later years as an
editor, first at Viking Press,
then at Doubleday.

And more volumes on ballet,

T luvd
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