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Kennedy

Warned on

Data Leak /

Ratiter :
The State ﬁepa.rtment yes-
ferday warned Sen. Edward
Kennedy (D-Mass.) it might re-
fuse to cooperate with him on
Pakistan relief problems_if he
continued to make confiden-
tial diplomatic cables publie.
Kennedy released cables
warning of imbenqmg famine
in East Pakistan during a
hearing Thursday by the Sen-
ate Judiciary Subcommittee
on Refugees, which he chairs,
State —Department spokes-
man, Charles Bray saying he
had no idea how Kennedy ob-
tained the cables, warned:
“It will be difficult for us to

continue a constructive dia-|,

logue with the Committee and

its members on the real hu-|

man problems in East Pakis-
tan if the chairman abuses our
confidence.”

Kennedy replied in a similar
vein: “The Department of
State makes it very difficult

for Congress to carry on a con-
structive dialogue with the ex-
ecutive branch on the real hu-
man problems in East Pakistan
when high officials of our gov-
ernment refuse to be candid,
deliberately mislead and sup-
press information,” Kﬁnnedy
said. i

“I am distressed that the ad-
ministration finds it so easy to
whitewash one of the greatest _
nightmares of modern times.|:
Hopefully, the data now avail-|,
able’ on conditlons in East
Pakistan will finally mobilize
our own government and the
world community Into the ac-
tlon necessary to head off|
mass starvation,” Kennedy|
sald.

Meanwhile Sen. Stuart Sym-
ington (D-Mo,) accused the|
Nixon administration of mis-|-
leading the Senate on U.S.
military aid to Pakistan dur-|:
ing suppression of the civil|:
war there last spring.

Symington released portions
of testimony at a closed ses-
slon April 23 of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
in which a State Department
official denied that “any arms
at all” were going to Pakistan
and said "“nothing is now
scheduled for delivery.”

The 'State Department later
acknowledged that some U.S.
weapons were shipped at the
time under previously vali-
dated commercial export licen-
ses, and Symington said other
deliveries stil_l are being made.

i




