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Kennedy May Help in Californid 5 2gi

By Jack Anderson

Sen.{ Ted Kennedy, (D.-
Mass,), after first refusing to
endorse Sen. George® Me-
Govern for 'the Demoeratic
presidential nomination, has
now agreed to throw his sup-

port to McGovern if the cru. |ti

cial California primary ap-
pears close.

Earlier, Kennedy turned
down a personal appeal from
McGovern for an endorse-
ment, “You've already got my
whole family,” begged off
Kennedy, who has tried  to
make it a rule to keep out of
other people’s primaries.

But later, Kennedy indi-
cated through intermediaries
that he would help McGovern
in California if his support
would be decisive. The Massa-
chusetts senator has a strong
following among California’s
blacks and Chicanos, who lean
toward Hubert Humphrey but
could be influenced by Ken-
nedy. i

Both McGovern and Hum-
phrey consider it essential to
carry California, whose huge
bloe of delegates will go to the
winner no matter how small
his vietory margin may be.

This has pitted the two con-
tenders in a high-noon show-
down. The drama is height.
ened by the fact that they are
close personal friends and for-
mer - next-door neighbors.
When MeGovern was sick,
Humphrey brought him hot
soup..

For the sake not only of
their friendship but the pros-
pects of defeating President
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Nixon in November, Mo-
Govern and Humphrey have
agreed not to cut up one an-

other in the California pri-
mary. They have also estab-
lished an dnformal liaison to
stop their political disciples
from engaging in smear. poli-
CS,

Already, McGovern has
stopped the circulation of
campaign pictures showing
Humphrey. warmly -greeting
Georgia’s former racist gover-
nor, Lester Maddox. DMe-
Govern also wouldn't let his
campaigners refer to the Viet-
nam war as “theJohnson-Hum-
phrey war.” Humphrey, for his
part, has stopped the distribu-
tion of material purporting to
show that McGovern is anti-Is-
rael, :

But as high noon ap-
proaches on June 6, there may
be a temptation in the rival
camps to throw a final punch.




