6/23/72

Senstor Rdward M, Eenuedy
Senate Office Eldg.
Weaochington, D.C. (Attn Hr. Hortin)

Dear Sciator Kennedy,

Ny letters of the past have been unweloome in your ofiice. I anticipate no botter
roception for this one. 1 write it out of obligation to truth and to history end in your
intercet, as you may now lesn sooner than you or anyons in your office may have reason
%o believe, It is my belief that neither now nor at any time in the past have you or any
of your staff had the remotest notion of what you are into (excupt for personsl pain) with
rogard to any inforwation, most of all the official materisl, about the essessination of
Progident Kemedy. It is my belief that you made a policy decision, which is understandabls,
without consultation with anyone who could give you counsel based on faot and knowledge,
and that your staff is blindly following orders, without seeldng to inform itself so that
it might better serve you.

Any review of the lotters L have written you snd those I earlior wrote your brother
Robert will disclosc that at no Hme did I ever ask anything for myself. I do not how. My
sole end clear purpose was to &vedd further wes—%0 prevent further faleification. Part of
this objective, necessarily involves the protectlon of the inupcent end the focusing on
the pudity in the glloeation of responsibility for the official lies.

Before you were born I worked for the Benate. I then leswrned that each Semator, as
is the case with all important men in our socioty, becomes the creature of his staff, those
he trusts and has to trust. Unly too often the trusted have their own records to Justify
and to live with., If this is no eccusation against any member of your staff, no one of whom
has taken the time to leern if I an a nut or know what I am talldng wbout, it is & generality
I then learned and have had abundently oonfirmed by e 1 and agondzing ptufy and enalyeis
the scope and magnifude of which I think is bbyond ty to viewalize. I have never
known anyone to sec clearly with 20-20 ignorence. Thud, when it became cloar that nobedy
in your office would oven find out if there is any velidity to the warninge 1 repeated and
repeated, 1 provided the nemes of members of the press who ars familisr with sy work end
who have had free access to py files. When this led to no response and 1 feared that you
were ebout to become another of the neodlese victims of this and subsequent tragedies, I
went further. Senator Charles Mathisms had becn a friend since hin first temm in the House.
He read the manusoript of my first book on this subject when he was convalescing from
major surgery. He is a competent lawyer, was able to ascess the evidence nustored ik it,
and felt it incumbent upon him to make efforts within the CGongresa and with the press.
The reception his efforts recsived is consistent with sll subsequent efforts of which I
an avare, including uy own. It boila dowm to wiat tough-minded Son-tor Wayne Forse told his
legislative assistant and othera, that vhile he had doubts about the Warren Heport, "if
Bobby is satiafied, I have to be." I am here talidng about 1965, more than seven years ago.
There has never besn a time when the Koonedy name has not beon exploited for the ultimate
defamation of all Kennedys, of whom you are the oldest surviming nsle,




Although neither your ir. Burke nor your Hr. Hartdn nor snyons elee in your ofiice or
in your interest woulil ever accept ropeated invitations to see uy filep with the sole
roptriftion preservaticn of my confidence, which is the roeord with your late brother
Robert's staff, I renew the offer now that I think you and history are sbout to be hurt
in ways your coLlective dgnorance wakes it iupos:dble for you to understand. There is nothing
in this for me except the loes of time I cannot spere when, after nine agoniging and costly
years, + have slovwed down to an 18-hour working day. I can't copy sll my rolevent files, oo
in what follows I will enclose copies for illustration on a few points. £ also assure that
in everything I will say & have correspondence or other written records I will be guoting
or tape recordings “ have umade for purpcses of an historical rocord. They have not Leen
used and I do not e:pect ever to wse them in public, as I heve not in private.

I am gware that altrough it is not my purpose to meke personsl & tack on Burke Marshall,
you may well interpret what will follow that way. I am also avare of continuing friendahlp
and trust botueen you, have seen the LIFE picture that recentlyshows you both together, It
is not that I think dr. Harshall's recoxd does not deserve the severest condemnation, for
he has done worse than fail to safeguard the interxsts of his client. It is not a perconsl
thing that neuds your examination and understanding, i1t is ths record and its potential,

When the stories of the retwm of the aubppay film to the government appearci in the
papors, I was, I pm gonfident, the first to aslt recess to them. Tho contract was not them
aveilable. I im edlately went to the office of the then Archivist and discusssd this and
other matters with him, He told me to write him alletter of request that he would forward
to Kry Marsball, His reply of Hovember 25, 1966 is enclosed and is marked "i", It was
gigned by his then amssistant, now successor, Aeide from the dubdous intorpretation in the
second pavegraph, I ask thot you note tho time end the nature of my request, described in
the first, As tine passced end my investigations and research increased ny understanding,
my position changed. For exsmple, I went through all ths great work required for the filing
of a sunber of cults undur the I'recdom of Inforuation Act, exhausting sll my administrative
remnadies, only to abandon that enormous work because these sults could be misused by &
povwerful and uwnscrupulous govermment to the detrinent of truth and all Kevnedys. If you
doubt thls, all this work is in a single filec drewer and is availelle to inspection. If
any of your poople followed my supestion znd ruad the papers I filed in the one such sudt
L parsued, they know that in that case I was able %o frustrate any such possible mlsuse
and, in fact, rone was made of it.

1 regard the contract as illegal., If you dopire en explanstion, I will provide it,
1t has, in fact, been held to be illegnl by a court, Despite a long historxy, including in
court on wore than one occasion, of a special interpretation of this contrsect by the govern=
ment yhich means that no writer could or would be given any access to this film, after the
Arcidvist promised it to Fred Uraham, who told we aboubt it, the Archiviet actuslly solicitcd
oy spplication to sev this film by subtorfuge. Thio offer was repested by GSA in the most
recant of peverel com unicationa on this, deted February 8 of this year. I enclose the
second page with that part mexked. It ie marked "2", I rofused thiz offer (perhaps it would
be closer to day "denmounced"), although cirveuustances in the future may require that I
chasge thds pomitlon, not that X expect Fr, Harshall to agree. I bzlieve what was here
involved was no more then an effort to clesnse the dirty-work afoot with The Hew York Times,
and that also I would neither dignify nor help.

The flexibility of interpretation of this contract by everyone, include ¥r, Hershall,
is further illustrated by bis lotter to me of January 12, 1972. It and my response of six
days later arc enclosed and uariced "3", You will note that while protending not to under-
etand the letter to which he was allegedly responding, My, Mershall did not aslk for clarifi-
cation, a relatively minor pgint if ono I rogard ss inconsistent with his responsibdlities
as lawyer for the executors of the estate. You will also note that I told him he was not
responsive. I hove mericed certain parte of his letter for your understanding.




If b, Horshell could honestly write that "access is limited to professionally qualified
dootors with a scrious historical purpome", how could the governm.nt offer me access through
a proxy? I tell you without equivocation that ¥r. lershell's letier was written after he
promised Fred Graham scccss - not for "historical purposes’~ as I also tell you He did not
glve Br, Lattimer access wntil gfter he knew Grahem was going to write a story in the New
loric Tines. My source is Fred Graham. I taped that conversation onece I gaw the way it was
going, You may hesr it, subject, agein, only to preservation of confidence, Although he
and the “imes have an undeviating record of sycophancy on this pubject, Wy purpose was not
to eubarraps Graham but to make en historical record, Ploase mote the addod emphasis, "I am
not avere that you hove the nedical qualifications necessary." If lir, Harshall wants to
indulge himself in snide remarke, that, to me, is the least of his sins, goneraliy or in
this limited context, lir, Marshall is a lowyor. le imows that Grohem has no medicsl gualie-
fications 1 do not have and that I have qualificptions other than medical that nobody clse
has if he wants serious interpretation of this film, which at this point slsoc involves
establiohing its purity and completeneas. Moreover, espcclslly because he signed the
contract, fir. Harshall knows, aa Dr, Lettimer has since brasged, that Dr. lattimer is not
“professionally qualified" under that contract, Its exact words are (p. 3, II, (2)(b):"any
recognizod expert in the fidld of pathology or related aress of seience or technologYees"
Dre Lattiner is not a pathologist and urology is not one of the "related areas of science
or tecimology."

As an aside, were I the man whope honor and the honor of whose family is entrusted
unto k. larshall, I would be wondering why he gave exclusive access and an exclusive
copyright since asserted to the one of the fourspglicants who wes totally disgqualified,
a1l the othor applicants being not only pathologlsts but forensic pathologista., Were I
a man holding ths views all Kennedys in political life hold I would be wondering what
knd of inquiry my representative mede in my name thet lead him %o give this excluzive
acceas to a Johm Hirch-minded men whose public writing spe@ifies this and includes
overt anti~Semitiom, Of a man who wri in privete, "I am hoppy to report that I do
not know the Kennedy family, do not kng e Harohall end was totally surprised to
digeover that I was the only one authoriszed to view the matordels,” Not Imowing any of
you is & cause of "happiness"? And I would slso want to lmow what ldnd of scholar it is
wiho fabricates scholarly footnotes for his wrdting and then, when asked their Bource,
blendly, with no expression m{/unmem or regret, edmits he manufactured them (and they
are Bireher-political). The one thing anyone with com-on sense and no knowledge about
the facts of th: assasaination has to leern on reading the miserable serivenndinge of this
strenge man is that he is irrational on the subject and cither irretional or utterly ine
coupetents Thus, in your nome, your Mr, Marshall gave hin exclusive access and an exclusive
eopyright to public inforaation, the most essential cvidenos about the murder of your brother.

At the time I decided I could not pursue the FOI cases for which 1 had prepared without
hurt to you, your famlly and truth, I became aporehensive about the potentisl of wisuse of
this contract, When it became clear that this was a posaibility I saw Senator Mathias. e
immediately understood and offered to speak to you personally. I encoursge hin not to do
this, explaining that I felt your personal interest at this Juncture reguired that you
presexrve a poaltion of totel detachment, Mac's adminintrative ascistaut, Sid Hurlburt, was
progent. “t was decided instead that he would spesk $o your administrative aspistant, I
showed 8id a few of the relevent files, including what had been withheld frem the Werren
Comniscion, Thereafter Hac end Sid decided on a different aprroach, Mao decided to spesk to
“xr, Marshall, who ho knows. He says this in his lctter of Uctober 29, 1971. I ank you to
note that this indicates I spoke to him prior to the first date under the contract on which
any acceas was possible. Hae then wrote me on November 2 saying he hed been in touch with
Yre darshell. These lciters are marked "4" and “5", The "concormns", as I am confident lac
will remeuber and confirm, are that & further false record would be establi hed and that you,
personally and historieally, would be vietimized, lr, Marshell has ncver, in pursuit of
your intercot, asked me for eny explonation, which tolls nme a1l I necd to loow, regordless
of what you may think of him, of his dedication to vour intercet end that of th: estate and
fanily, If I hed eny doubts on this seore, snd I did not, they were eliminated when I roceived




e second-hend roport of a conversation botwecn Mr, larshall end a men L know to be part

f a got-tonnedy clique within what has come to box lknown as "erities" of tie Warrem Report.
iy, Marshall told him that he regaxded and regards ¥rs. Onasis, not the estate, as his reel
olient. Boceuse this is seconi=hand, I camuot prove it. But there is e lang and disagresahbile
regord that supports it.

This man is Ked Crosby, heir to a fortune and a man with serious emotlonal problems
I 314 not discover until foo late in our reletionship. He vielted your office under a
false flag and then boasted to me, in the prusence of my wife, of hie duplicity, ¥e hed
come to me on hearing of uy work cn the autopay, caobodied in a very large and completed
book, with an offer to pay for the printing of the complete work as a private edition and
to prepare a condensation for the popular maricete The two stlpulstions I mede were that
the condensetion be feithful to the completc wordk and be of a size that could be sold in
hardback for $5.00. Crogby retreated from the pgreement end then broke it in vardous ways,
His visits with iir, Fershell bedng but one, when I would not chunge g chapter he regards
a3 s Kemnedy defense. You con exacine it if you so desire. It is titled ™ s Dot
Czmelot.® Tt is not sycophancy, nor, I tell you in cendor, wes it conceived or written as
a defense of youf or Robert ieanedy. It ise, rather, a treatment of how the Kennedy name
was explolted from berore the Heport wes drafted, how and by whom, with until-now secret
internal commumications the Comnission amd the governmont suppressed, If you wont further
ovidence of tho "ot Kennedy" motivatlon that dominates Crosby, elthough in public he
protends otherwise, I can supply witnesses. But the simplest and I think qulte comprehensible
evidunce is his rdjoction of my suggestion that he simply omit thot chapter In his con-
densation, Lhis did not sutisfy him, le inkdsted thet I eliminote tho chapter and the
slmilar contunt cisevhere in the linited edition that would hope for a mexket only emong
serious students and institutions of leamrning, Thereafter he offered me £10,000 to use
in eny way I decired if I would permit him to use my work im say way he deslred, You can
agree with ne or not, but you can reedily learn that this work has bankrupted me, that
I am without income and have debts of about $35,000 sscured by ny home. It is always a
problem to find the moncy for my guarterly dntercst peymonts and the annual peyment on
principal. I was nol tempted by this shameful offer and reject-Q its Tt also meant abandoning
the posslbility of printing this work that required much more time thon the esrning of
soveral doctoratos. I camnot go further into debt to print 41t, much as I want 1t available,
ao I think it is not impossiblo you also will regret if what cun happen does. My point
in going into thin ib to let you know the kind of man with whom your lawyer treats snd
listens to on the one hand and for whatever it is worth to you in your evaluation of ne
and what I say on the other, which I recognize may be a guostion with youe You can have
accessto my entive Crosby file and ocopies $ anytidng in it you way want. The things I
report are explicit in 1t.

Dr. Cyril Wecht is a genuine expert in forensic pathology. lir. ¥ iz nov giving
him aceceas to this pamc maoterial so shabbily misued -inm name -~ by the e:ltzwax\.'l.:’t.sﬂ:?1
ignoramia Lattimer, They hod a mocting a week ago. It is oy understanding that ¥ee Horshall
ig also going to glve access to another pathologiat of whom I will zrovide a charactorization
should you desire it und access to ny rather large file from and on him if pou went it. Now
for all his eminence, Ur, Wecht has never done any orlginal work in the assassinntion
materinle. Lo miseites them regularly in fsequent public eppeerances which publicize his
business and accompenies this with the most raebid "explonatiocu" of how the President was
killed and by whom. The most recent of which I know wes on the phow of his right-wing friend,
Mhong John" Nebals It was so extreme that it even iturned Nebel off.

There is no possibility of cuestion about Dr. Wecht's scisntific credentiels, When he
was one of the original spplicants, I cammot but wonder why in Jour name he was denied
accees and 1t wes glven instead to the one unqualified spplicant. Howcver, what will be
the situvation if Dr, Wecht emergos his exanination and says the film dieproves the
Warran Hep.xt? ir, Harshall, incicently, bas extracted a promise Trom Dr. ¥Wecht thet he
will do and say nothing that will embarrass the govermmcnt. Tids in context end reslity




Unless the £ilm is telnted, and there is no doubt that it 4s in some regpects, Dr,

One of the first questions will be of responsdbility for the "nistakes" of the Report,
Here major responaibdlity will be placed on Barl Warren, who dig ;mt write that ‘“eport,

ecxamination and conmenta Srovides, I began & painetaking reconstruetion of proof engugh
" of which is mmmmtuamhmgmigﬁe, \mmithecameobﬁouatom. I

vhat lawyers call "best evidence". I also have and slso use in the book the repetitious
proof that this is both a lie and & deliberate, willful 1ie, However, nobody except those

48 a retter oy nanufactured rocord, Hobert Kennedy firct dended the Commdssion thda
quintessential evidonoce, Theg therse was the 4pril 1965 "memorandum of transfor" uhich
geve title to the £ilm, iiliegally but as a matter of record, to the estate, Then the
satate trensforved it back into fedoral possession under rostrietions that would heve boeen
impossible if it had not, in effect, accepted stolen property, i, Karshall signed thig
contract in what is now your neme, Read the contrmct, IV (2), 4t the tine of edigning it
vag in Robert's name, This is 8 great simplification, but thie letter is getting overly=
lorg, In short, L0LY the brothers of the assasainatéd President apo rosponmible for the
suprrisgion of t o most essentisl evidence of that murder, evidence that yrovea beyond
quostion that the officim) "solution® was a gruesome hoax. What else can Dre Wecht say?
ind whot elee has My, Marshall contrived after promising lesXathins that he would not let
anyone sec this materdal, thew&ldﬁurlhmtmvnmbyphne after the last letter
quoted above? What o legacy for those young people named Kennedy whose father you are or
whose father you seek to -substitube for - whose fathers are the kdlled ones.

You would deludo yourself if you think J. Rdgar Hoover, the staff of the Comimsion
ond others have not in advence memufactured falge records of their own exculpation, all
carefully presurwved in the offlaiel files, I have enough of them, Lot the prees go to the
Archives, this is what they will find, On tho basds of umy long experience, I tidnic it is
safe to say this 1o what thay will be carefully fed, Tha "fo.ding" began long ago, when
Dr, Rhoods, per s Prossed upon Fred Grahem g copy of the contrmet with tlhw certainty
that he would not falthfully ropresent it aftor denying it to me under conditions which
would have pravented its @ver being disclosed. This was g viclation of law ana regulations
desdigned to oxploit Grahembs lack of any imowledge of the fact of the assassinetion and hig
normal. wporter's docdre for a senga "sooop”, which is the way ho treated it, The next
of these careful steps was taken with another and extremely competent reporter, David Wise,
egednek with what was 1llegelly minmlabelled "Top Secret" and was declassified for this
purposaa.ftwhavingbeemdeniedma. Hiaeagﬁnlaelmdtheknowledgamdbackgmmdmd
¥as not about to invest the tims required for their eequisition for a story in The Saturday
Evening Post, (I sug est but cannot prove that the wan whose agcdstent Dre #hoads then wad
retired over this incident and my protests to hivm personslly, To this dey they rempdin




It iz my eareful exposure of this carcful framing of vour bwether Robert to which
"ot Kennedy" Crosty objected. That, ales, also involved several men under him trusted
by Hobert. Une of them is laiown to Crosby. Another has used Ms influ.nco with people in
positions of responalbility with a major newspaper. The zerox edition of tlds boaic,
ttled PO.N LOMTW, contwide facsimile reproductions of tieir previously-seeret letters
and internal nesps,

I did net lecrn that Mr. Marshell had decdded to erant access to Dre Wecht until
late lest nights I did kmow that he had told Croshby that he would give access to others
and that Urogby was pressing for Wecht, knowing full well that the use of Wecht could be
the one wost damaging to you personally end to the Lennedy nome in generals Crosby end I
had pumm gpent much time on just this, the discussion lasting until about 3 a.m. At the
end of it he was, in hils oun representation, conpletely overvhelmed and without a leg %o
stand on. ilie strange ropresentation to me and to othars was, "I have nsver been so wut
down in uy life." I leave the interpretation to yous I think you would be well advised to
conmider why, when he Lnew the inevitable potential, he persisted, even at the riak of
having a broach of contract suit to defend. (I cen't begin to think of hiring a lawyer.)

&t the sume tine I learned of the thedt of one of the duplicates 1 hat deposited for
safeleecping of some of what + have obtained that hadnothamy.mtotheuarm(}m-
msaimmﬁmtimsmmmmahammsfm‘ymlpz-amtha
xXoroxes have been woriking overtime, It im suspoctible of simdlar mismse and misintor-
pretation. 1 do not kmow how much of that partioular file has been taken, only the
fect of tiv one pert haviig beon reported to me, '

Your {iles will show that I attempted to warn you sbout Urosby as soon as his
"get Hounedy" intent becsme clesr, They will also show nobody evor responded,

it 1o tov bod Ghat, like Sobery and his peoplo, you -yl yours have not hecded the
Sontayens varning ilobert wes so fond of quoting, that thoese who do not lesrn from nistory
ere doomel to ralive it, ' ‘

I regrot this very wuch, as I rogret the posedbility that now is in the near futuro.
1t will be another needless tragedy if you, your family and history are agmin victimized,
Yhe length of this lotter end the so nany others on which I wasted so much time establish
the extent to videh I was prepared to go end did go to avoid what may nou come to pass, I
have, in fact, vought Yo prevent this in more ways than by our correspondence, For a man
in my cireunstances it wes a consddershle effort and an equal costs It is slight consolation
to me o lmow I did &1l I could. Ldid not do all of this just to malve my conpcienoe.

I did it to provent what you ant yours have made possibles L can now only hope that some=
how, in some way I camnot anticdpate, thoe impending cvil can be @rustreted. When the chofice
of the govermment lies betwsen in inating you end your brother and incriminating itscls,
vardeularly ¥, Bugar loover end the FBI, I think you wili Tind few friends in court,

Sincerely,

ce; Sune Charles del Mathiag Harold Weisberg




