July 22, 1567

Gonorable Robert F. Kennedy
United Stetes Senats
¥eshingten, D, O,

Desr Senator Kennedy:

1 presume you have not read the second of my books thet I ssnt you,
WHITEWASE Ily THE FBI-SECRET SERVICE COVER-UP, Had you, on page 230
you would have read this: "The late President had such friends he hed
o need for ensmies,"”

The Asscciated Press dispatch that eppears in the New Orleans Times-
Picaq_n e of July 19, in which you endorre Mr. Welter Sheridan's Integ-

i n_this mptter reminds me of that lire,

I also regret that your course of action is one that, on the basis of
what I know, I belisve will cause you sdditional and unnecessary hurt,

Working under Mr. Sheriden on the EBC operation was Mr. Richard Townley,
of WDSU-TV. Nr. Townley t me out while I was there ~ the very day
I appsared before the grand ury. He tried to plant bad, really evil,
information in the Garrison investigation through we. By & series of
rather odd coinzidences, he wes able to arrenge thet when he snd I dined,
two hours late, he mansged to select the one sating-place of all of those
in New Orleans in which Mr. Sheridan would see us together,

Now, it happens that I crusted #Mr. Townley, as I bhad «r. Sheridan before
him. When Mr. Towaley ssked me to get the information he provided to
Kr. Garrison, I asked him why he did not do so himself, His response
was that Mr. Gerrison would not see him, I went with My, Tounley to the
source of his information and was then driven by Mr. Townlsy to Mr. Gar-
rison's home, Mr. Tounley declined my invitation to go in with me. I
geve Mr, Garrison ths infoermation Mr. Townley wanted him %c have.

Ths next evening, by prearrangement, Mr, Townley and I met at the home
of the possessor of the infwrmstion he wanited Hr, Gerriscon to have, Mrs,.
Barbera Reld, 38 s, Philip Streset., With her permission, I mede & tape
recording of what she had to say., I gave that tape recording, agsain by
prearrangemsnt, te M, Cerrlson, whose office T presume hss made a copy
of it. I asked that a copy be made for Mr. Tewnlsy and alsc wade an
appointuent £o him to see Mr. Garrison. He 4id pot Keep that sppoint-
mant, henee dld not gst hls eepy of Lths tape. I now have it., T offered
it to Mr. A, Louils Read, prealdent of WDSU. Ie declined ths offer, I
&l:c offer it to you. You can hear Mr. Townley's volce en 1t, and I be-~
1l9vs you will underssand that this is perhaps the worst "iuformetion®
yat allsged againss Mr, Olay Shaw, Had Hr. Garrison been irresponsible,
or had I, I think I nesed not emphnaize to you the gconsequences. NHor nsed
I emphaszize ths amount of time, for me and others, i1t took to chevk out
this "information".
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My public silence on this, I hope you will understand, is not because

it will sell more copies of my books. I would much prefer that thir en-
tire matter be on a different level. I do not know how long I can remain
silent sbout it, because I alao am under attack., When defense of myself
coincides with whet I consider the national need, I will defend myself,

I think you shoulé slso know that when I brought this to the attantion
of Mr, Read, he did not deny the charga. He did not gay he conducted
hls own investigetion and was satisfied that his employee, working under
the direction of Mr, Sheridan, hed no® made this effort to corrupt the
invettigation, to interfere with the grand-jury procesding., As the
enclosed photocopy of his letter of July $ zhows, he said mersly, "I
find it hard to balleve thet Mr. Tewnla{ made sny false or derogatory
statements about Mr. Clay Srew”, whiszh ls nct what T had ¢21d and is
elso ne answer to anything, end that "I esnnot in any event understand
what besring this could havs on Mr. Garrisen's charges ...", which,
whether or not in point, is certainly not my point,

Whether or not my letters rbach you, I do not know. That is not my
responsibility. I believe I discharge the responsibility I feel when

I write gyou. I do, slncerely, regret what I now believe may be inevi.
teble. T did what I could to prevent i,

Sincarsly,

Herold Weisberg



