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- l\ Y/ [ hen Jack Ruby killed

Les Harvey Oswald

Y V' inthe basement of
the Dallas City Jail, one
guestion loomed: how did he
and his pun get there? Ina
book Ister this year, Seth
Kentor, 52-vear-old ol
investigative reporter in
TWashington for thz Detroit
News, will neme saveral
members of the Dalles police
force ha alieges aided Ruby
in his dask mission

For Kenter, The Secret of
Jack Rubv is a project
fourizen yeers in the making,
A Dallas Times Herald
reporter in the lats Fifties
end esrly Sisties, Kantor
Irew Ruby es a cheracter
ground town. Acd when John

" Kennedy wes essessinated,

Kantor was there, treveling
with the WWhite House press
carps for Seripps-Howsrd, At
Parkiond Hospital, vaiting
for word of tha President’s
desth Flratarfeltatuson
hisjackar It was Ruby, who
emmressed shosk et the
chogting end peked Kontar if
hechould clase bis burlesque
bow=2s for a fewdeysesa
pestrre i respecs Boby later
denicd 10 Werren
Commizsing membar Garsld
Fodthat hawas gt the
bacpitnl thet davy pnd the
cammissisn taok his word

“over Kantor's testimony to

the contrary, & conclusion
that still riles the reporter.

.In 1974 Kantor decided to
learn more about the man
who killed Oswald. His
101,000-word manuscript
offers no hasis for the theory
that Oswald and Ruby were
acquainted, a favorite
opinion of essassination
conspiracy buffs.

“Ruby was not involved in

a plan to kill JFK,” Kantor
says, “but he became
involved in a plot [to kill
Oswald] over the weekend
after Osweald’s errest. My
contention is that Ruby was
led to the Daliss City Jeil,
helped in. He didn't comein
the Mein Street ramp as he
claimed, he came in an
unguerded stairway that led |
right into the besement. My
thesis is that Dalles cops had
two strong reesons for
revenge: first, they
considered Oswald a cop -
killer because he shot J. D.
Tippit, and. second. he wes
en avowed Marzist so they
felt be was clearly
representing e foreign
coumtry such es Cuba or
Russia. Among 1109 Dalles
police, there ware a few
who felt Oswald didnt
deserve s triel ptell
someone would come in and
doitforthem. ..

.

“The Warren Commission
didn’t say it, but Ruby had
ready access to the police
station that weekend. He
made frequent trips there
after Oswald was arrested
Friday and all day - s
Saturday,” Kantor says.

“And he menaged fo slation
himself [with a'gun] outside
the Dallas County Jail at 4
p.m. on Saturdsy when there
was a preliminary plan to
move Oswald from the city
jail. He posed es a reporter

for a local radio ststion, but
the police changed their plan E
because of heavy traffic—

they feared Oswald would get
trapped in & traffic jam.”

Footnote: Conspirecy buffs
point to four possible groups
that might heve erranged
Kennedy's death: Cuba's
Cestro, anti-Castroites,
orgznized crime or right-
leaning financiers. Kentor
dismisses Cestro's
involvement but notesa =
history of contact betwasn
the Dallas police end the
underworld. The Secret of

b i

Jock Ruby, due ot hy mid-
vear, suggests if orpanized
crime had ressons to want
Oswald desd, they could
have eecily worked through
the police; end Ruby was
well-known in both mob and
cop circles.
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