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suamcri Annual Report for CY 1977

This was the first year in which we completed the
processing of morec appeals than we received. This occurred
in spite of an unforescen and, literally, frightening increasc
in the number of administrative appeals filed with this Office.

During 1976 we had received 1556 appeals and we projected
no increase -for 1977, with an anticipated intakc of 1560
appecals (130 per month). We actually took in 2261 new appcecals,
an increasc over 1976 of 45%. Even more disturbing than the
annual figures is the fact that we took in only 966 of the new

appcals from January to June, and 1295 of them from July to
December.

During 1976 we had completed work on 1166 appeals and we
projected closing out 1800 in 1977. We actually completed the
processing of 2400 appeals, an increase over 1976 of 106%.
There werc 820 appecals closed during the first six months of
the year and 1580 from July to December.

Comparative figures for 1975, 1976 and 1977 arc attached.
There should be no serious difficulty in maintaining a closure
rate of appeals in the range of 250-300 per month during 1978.
Whether this will produce a substantial reduction in the number

of cases pending (997 as of 12/31/77) will depend on the number
of new appeals received.

In addition to administrative appeals, this Office also
completed the processing of 722 other matters in 1977. Thesc
were 413 Department Review Committec decisions, 215 initial
requests, 63 major miscellanecous actions and 31 supplemental

actions.
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