2/4/10

Mr. 4, Richazds Rolapp, 8peciul Assistand
to the Deputy .tternesy Cenersl
Department of Juatiae

Neshington, D.C.

Deur ¥z, Belapp,

Your letter of February % Bs hepd for me to oredit snd ia any evens
does not mest Sus clesr requirement of the Astorney General's "Memorendws on the
Publie Informetion Beetton of the Administrative FProesdure iot.”

The meterisl I seek is not alone tie basis of s “opoﬂ mades by, for
snd/or on bahelf of the :$%erney Gemersl of the United States, whick wnuld seen
to require thad 1%, in faet, be "ia the files of"the Department of Justice, It
1s slse part of s brief pressnted in court by the Depardment. It 1s only » year sim e
use by your department, A¥e you tulling ms the Department usuelly slesnsés ite filee
ia less then s year? :

Or sre ycu $elling me 3he Ynited Ststes governcent nes destroyed all
suah regoxrds? If they are 30t in the files of cur Lepertment, your Lapsriment
certeinly knows what 1% 448 with them, snd tads you are required %o do sometiing
about. I quote Ifrom yege R4 of the memorandum oiteds

*,..Bvery affort should b made $o svoid emcuabering the spplicunt's
poth Wwish progedurel obstacles when these essentielly internsl Government problems
sriee. Ageacies gunerslly should treat o referrsd reguest es if 1t had deen filed .
wish the sgeney to waich Ahe mettsr is ultimetely referred”, Now I would presume
tuat the Departmsnt of Juatice is the "sgency” of "exelusive congern” wien sons=
thing Wy or for the Adtorney Generel is invelved, whem & court recoxd is involved,
q court setion snd the pressntation of evidence in ® urt, This same peregraph also
says, however, , "Where o record is requested whish is of consern to more then ome
sgeney, the recquest should be referred %o the 2gency Shose intersst in the recerd
19 paremeunt”, It 1s then expected t¢ "consult” wilh "¢he other interested sgencies”,

In short, 1f the Dopartment of Justios is not the "egency wiose inter:ad
in the reeord is paremount”, as & laymsz Would preswse o be the csse wilth Ueperte
went of Justice business, you sre still required %o refer thie mat®r Vo other
interested sgeneieas. ‘ . ,

8Should you persiat in denying me these records %o w.ieh 4 polieve I s
entitled, I vak shet She refusel be signedk by Sne Asternsy Osnersl'himslef so I
oon proceed forshwidh uwnder the lsw withous added, unmsqessery procedurel obstecles
being plaesd in my path,

Stml‘ﬂl’.

" Herold Veisherg




