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Memphis businessman admits to

munity s
James Ear

fparendy exonerates hearing in 1969. The prosecution
Ray, who is serving a  claimed he acted alone — the

M The hirer was assured that a
‘decuy’ (presumably Ray) had

Andrew Billen

A RETIRED American business-
man has confessed to hiring the
assassin of civil rights leader Mar-
tin Luther King. The business-
man, from Mcmphis, Tennessc:,
has applied for immunity from
prosecution in return for naming
the gunman and others behind
the killing, 25 years ago.

His testimony and that of four
other witnesses also seeking im-

99-year sentence for the crime.
Ray has long fought to prove h.is
innocence. Although

been much m:cum.sunnnl m-
dence pointing to a conspiracy,
this is the first time a principal
participant has confessed.

King was killed on the balcony
of the Lorraine Motel in Mem-
phis on 4 April 1968. Ray, who
was on the run from jail and
rented a room in a boarding
house opposite the motel, was
jailed aftera two-md—a—lullf hour

‘lone white racist’ explanation.
The evidence of the five ‘con-
spirarors’ — two men and three
women — claims:
M The killer was not Ray;
W The shot that killed King
came from the shrub area facing
the Lorraine, not from Ray’s
rooming house, as alleged by the
prosecution in 1969;
B The man who hired the killer
was paid in ‘volumes of large
bills’ and retrieved the murder
weapon after the shooting;

been arranged who would take
the blame for the killing.

According to the businessman,
who is white, the gunman was a
local man with a reputation as a
shot. He received $10,000. It is
not known if he is still alive.

The conspirator owned a busi-
ness near the Lorraine, He went
on to become a multi-millionaire,
building his empire on the
$100,000 reward for organising
King’s assassination. He claims
he was contracted by two men,
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one, now dead, a prominent local
entrepreneur associated with
New Orleans, and another stll
living in Tennessee. ‘New
Orleans’ can be read as a syn-
onym for the Mafia.

Two of the other four now
secking immunity were black

women who worked for the busi- .

nessman. A fourth witness, also a
black woman, was his lover, She
says she saw him breathlessly
enter his premises holding the
rifle after the shooting, The
witness, a black male, says he was
approached later by the business-

man to “take care’ of people ‘who
knew too much’,

The five came forward only
reluctantly. It seems they became
con that a 16-year investi-

gation by Dr Bill Pepper, Ray’s
lawyer, would sooner or later |
to their prosecution. They prefer
to volunteer the truth in return
for immunity.

The fact of their application
has been confirmed by their law-
yer, Lewis Garrison, who has vid-

fifth eotaped their statements. The

five have also been interviewed by
a private detective who has
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spoken at length to The Observer.

Dr Pepper, who has repre-
sented Ray since 1988, believes
the new evidence will clear his
client. He has become frustrated,
however, by the reluctance of

ead John Pieror, the District Attor-

ney-General in Memphis, to con-
sider the immunity requests sub-
mitted to him in June.

Last Wednesday, Wayne
Chastain, a local attorney acting
on Dr Pepper’s instructions, ap-

plied for a hearing before a Grand

Jury in Tennessee in which he
will name the five and put on

hiring Martin Luther King’s assassin

record their confessions. He is
asking for the witnesses to be sub-
poenaed 1o give evidence in
return for immunity.

Dr Pepper said: 'T believe the
rail ultimately leads back to the
FBI director, J. Edgar Hoover,
and particular associates of his in
the business and intelligence
communities. I am convinced
that in the not too distant future
the world will have a very good
idea of who was really behind Dr
King’'s agsassinarion.”

The conspirat conf 8,
page 27




Startllng ewdence has
< emerged.onwho._. /,
«ureally murderediy:
Martm Luther King,
writeslnd;ew Billen.'

wnlked on.to
; the halcony 'of 'the
Lorrainé!Motel * in? Memphis,
Tumm:c, and 'smelt the eve-'
ning’ air ‘for? the ‘last’ time?A’'
second . later,“ a’ high-velocity
bullet struck his’ jaw, -severed.
his spine and made a hole big
enough, said & civil rights ;ol_-.‘
league, for a fist. He was 39,%
It was almost a year bcfn:c
the United States could believe
King's' killer' had ‘been found '
and.jailed." A’ Memphis. ‘court *
heard the following March that -
the ‘assassin 'was'a ' southern”
lowlife calied James Earl Ray,.
40, a habitual criminal who had *
been on the run from jail at the
time of the killing. 1" I: *"'i i
_ The™ motive . nlleged-. wut
snmple Ray was a racist, who
lanning ‘to, te 'to”
y, segregated ﬂiﬁ desia, |
He ple.uded guilty and was ucu—
tenced to 99 years in jail. Vitast’
Even in-1969, 88 per cent of
Americans were not convinced i
King was killed by an assassin 1,
working “alone.”; Nine i years »
later, the House Select Com- !
mittee on Assassinations con- ¥
cluded Ray had been hired by it
‘conspirators unknown’. iy g
Evidence has now come be- -
fore @ Grand Jury 'in Shelby‘

County, Tennessee, s
the, committee, was b g nght‘,‘
md,wmng: a conspiracy, yes, '
but one that involved Ray only
mmcmleofpamy o R

What distinguishes the new.
mformannn from’. the's ‘evi-
dence’ which regularly emerges
from America’y cnmpu-acy méa-
chine is that it contains confes-
sions. No one, after all, has ever
admitted arranging the murder
of John F. Kclmedy {In Mem-
phis, "however, | a ' successful
businessman has signed an affi-
davir, videotaped in front of hig
lawyer, in which he admits hir-
ing the gunman, standing near
him when he fired and dlspuq-
ing of the gun. Gl s e

¢ other witnesses: say

they. were, close by when' the

shot was fired.- A founh was
hired to ‘take care’, of pcuple
who ‘knew too much’.’
“The,official version of ng s
killing. .has - Ray . artiving . in
Memplm the night before the
shooting armed with a rifle he

" Reading: in_'the Jlocal, pnpe_r
t.hat ‘King ‘was. staying' at’ the
Lorraine, he rented a room in a
boardmg house oppomc ‘the
motel on the dsy of the shoot-
ing. He shot King from a bath-
room window, fled and, in his
panic, dmppcd hm belonmnzs,
including th

The pmsccuuon s only cye-
witness was Charlie’Stephens,
the tenant staying next door to
Ray, who claimed he heard the
shot, and saw Ray turn at the
end of the'corridor and disap-
pear down the stairs. A . taxi
dnver‘hss nmpe tepuﬁed that

! Rny to bring a sample to Mem- |

Stephens' was 'so drunk' that
afternoon that, when he arrived
ito pick him up shortly before
rhc shooting, Stephens he was '
mofargou:tugctoﬂ'hmbcd
. James - Earl Ray is now 65.
md has spent nearly 25 years in
fall He, has long mnu:ntau:cd
..that the only reason he was in’
,Memphis was to buy a large-
. bore, deer-hunting rifle for a
/man he knew as ‘Raoul’, who
| was to meet him there. They
: had met in Montreal the prevx-.
+ous summer and Ray. had ac-ﬁ
. cepted” money : from 'him ' in
‘ return for smuggling across the -
' US-Canadian border. " | " # {i
...By March, says Ray, Rnoul
‘ was lnterested in umugglmg
' guns, into 1 Mexico,. He asked 1

' phis, where Raoul was to meet !
_buyers. He handed “over the '
‘gun on 3 April and they met the
. next day at Ray’s lodgings. Ray
left ‘Raoul ' there: at about |
5.15pm. When R.ay returned :

_ shortly. afterwards -the place ;,

swas awash with police. He fled.:
++ The evidence of the five new "

; mmess:s supports Ray’s ver-

sion in the sense that it leaves
him out. The only reference is .
. to a ‘decoy’ to lead the man- |
‘hunt in the wrong direction. It
ialso corroborates, for the first -
time, the existence of Raoul. * !
" The five are seeking immu- '
nity from prosecution and can-
not be named. But by talking to

, their lawyer, and the investiga-

“tor and lawyer.working for Dr
‘William Pepper, the London-
. based barrister and US attor-
,ney Eresentmg Ray, we have
sketchy portra:ts. In the
request for immunity now with
the District: Attorney-General
in - Memphis,: the live are
referred to as colours. 1, v |




:1 The first, Witness Green, the and Grey, also black women.
principal in the story, is white, The last is Witness White. He
a semi-retired nillionaire living  is black, a convicted murderer.

joutside, Memphis. In 1968, he "In 1968 he already had a repu- .

owned commercial® premises | tation asa hitman.
“near the Lorraine. He had close
contacts with the Memphis hunt led by Dr Pepper. A key
ﬁ:lhl,;:e and was thought to have investigator is Kenneth Her-

with criminals, Witness man, 56, a southerner with a
.Brown is black and was once liking for alligator-skin boots.
' Green'’s lover. At the time of | He spoke to The Observer last
the ahoou]r:f

|lum,nsd

Witnesses. Black now emerging is as follows:

!~ James Earl Ray: Has long malnhlnodbis innocence.

Each was traced in a i6—ycar'

she worked - for | week. The story of the shooting
- ‘contractors’'was joined by a
. Hupnmc -looking man, who as-

‘would be
' ‘there wo!

" the ‘overseer, of the operation.

‘' Shortly ‘before King visited
Memphis, two local business-
men approached Green and
told him his business was ide-
ally located for an attempt to
ill King. He was told that indi-

" viduals in New Orleans would

pay him $100,000 to arrange
the murder, (New Orleans is a
virtual synonym for the Mafia. )
A weapon would be provided. -
Atalater m:ctmg, one of the

sured | Green - that a  decoy
rovided . to ensure -
d be no reason to
‘suspect him or any of the other

psrumpanta .in the assassina-

'uon. Gn:en, in a videotaped ;

" interviéw, with his lawyer, said
e understood this man to be -

He was called ‘Raoul’ — or
Royall’ in his pronunciation.
,Green says he found his gun-
man in a local odd-jobber, a
black  man, rumoured to be

_educationally subnormal but

who was a crack shot. Green
hired him for $10,000.

! On 4 April, Green’s gunman
hid in tall shrubs facing the
Lorraine. Green was nearby.
Just after 6pm, Brown, Black
and Grey, at work in Green's
premises, heard the shot. Soon

‘afterwards, Brown saw Green
rush into the building carrying

the rifle, . which he disas-
sembled and wrapped up.
Later that day he boasted to
Black that he had ‘found’ the
gun that had killed King, but
would hand it to the police.
‘Soon afterwards, Green be-
came nervous of whn: he had
told his staffl and what Brown
had seen. He sought out White,
who, in his time, has been con-
victed of four killings. In his

,lover.

“was delivered on 22 June.

affidavit, White says he was “of-
fered an amount to ‘make cer-
tain that certain pcrwns were
not around to testify’. . 74 ¢
Nothing, it seems, cnme o
this until 1983 when Green
asked White to kill his former
Shots ‘were fired but
Brown escaped. Later, Brown
and White became lovers. /"
The five were advised: to
apply for immunity by Lewis
Gamxon, Green 's lawyer, Gar-
rison — who is no relation'to

-Jim Garrison, the New Orleans
‘District Attroney involved ‘in !

the investigation into the Ken-
nedy assassination — applied
for immunity to John Pierotti,
s the Disyrict. Artorney-General,
in June. A summary of the'in-
formation the five would give

Pierotti says he will mot"act
until the US gov=mment
‘grants immunity, /R e
Pepper, acting mdepen-
denty of Garmison, is now at-
tempting to get the Memphis
Grand Jury to subpoena the

witnesses. The Grand Jury can
also issue immunities.

Last week, Garrison con-
firmed he would apply for fed-
eral immunity for his clients:
“Without a_doubt . there has
been a major’ miscarriage of
justice. T would love now for
the truth to come out but with-
out immunity we may snll bea
very long way from justice.”

Like many Americans, Pep-
per believes the trail leads to
FBI director J. Edgar Hoover
and his business and intelli-
gence associates. If he frees
Ray, his next, larger task, will
to be to name those he believes
conspired in back rooms. gov-
emment offices’ and board-
rooms far from Memphis.

T R e e i






