Dear Jdim, 12/1 2/72

Your very pleasani and pleasing loiters of 12/6 end T, with copious enclosures,
could not have come ai & better time for many reasonss it is alweys good to imow of the
_ense of well-being of friends, and they give a bit of relief frow the depressing in
which we are so im.crsed and on which 1've spont the wholw darmned day, save for the
conversetion with Larry end the note of ite 1've quit at 5 becsus: it was getting too
unple. sante & diunGt even go ou. for the neil until 2 pele!

Berore long I'1l be exchanging this sccond=hend ribbon for one & bit blacker anu just
as second-haond, “hey are those on widch ~esar dicd the #ay habeas corpuc draits.Hde also has
a lierness ) .

Your letwrs gave us both a pleasant breake I enjoyed hearing 1dl laughe She coesn 1
often and docsn t really have much legitimate occasion for laughtere . -

_ Ho, what w€ send if not any real time draine It takes little tire to clip those
things gnd my notes are ax respite, a change of puce. However, 1 have wondered if I an
more inclusive than you'd prefer, Often recently I've not taken time ©o read the stories,
espe on Stasiae. With the ofil devejopments I've gone on-the asswiption that rirst ST, end
now one ol you could more readily tell whether the Post's own rcporting tells you what
vou have not gotten from other sources. 4s a general thing, if you come to these things
that are not of intercst, 1'm surc Howard would likc them. ilis address is liowvard offnen,
357 Craid, Unive Pennae, 37 & Spruce vis., <hilae., Pa. 19104. e is & history nejor, has
the finest mind I've ever seen in onc of his years (I think he iz now 19, a junior, end
taking graduate courses while doing so nmany things and meinteining a scholarhip-retaining
averagze)s : _

Uon't worry about returming my tapes. I think I've sent only one recently, again not
certain you'd want to take the time, of the lawyers on the lerv Griffin showe I think it
reflects, except with rforeuan, the influence of the xids. It is ulso a rather good
reflection of the dedication of lawyers, their attitudes. These ar: prominentse '

If I'm more than usually disjointed, i'm i:eeping an ear on JFR "news", indistibguishable-
to comercial to now, and starting an evening five in e fircplace, for pleasure and
reduction of the fuel-oil bille I burn no brushe I chop &ll but the crockedest and finest
branches up with a machete, The stuff I don t cart to the hous. makes niles that noke
wild—sninal homes until they compost thumselves. But burning stuff as srall as a finper
neans frequent tending. I use a large, dry backlog and a sualler, green fronte So, with a
‘raised stone heart, I'm up anc down oltene K

eeeThe legal situation may not be goode Willians, the famous, did file the Complaint
late, Vhether in so doing he wasted nost or our clainms is yet %o be seene I believe there
was continuing negotiation, which meent there need have been no complaint because there vas
an agrecment I did ncgotiate in 1962, to reach an amicsble setilement and a nechanicn for
ite I did abide by it, The Department of Defense would have, and the irmy was determined
to kibgsh it and did, relentlessly, on the higher levels ohly. 1 had to find yestorday
Jhat I @ given the lauyer anc hau forgotten about years ago, what he'd nissed in going over
these scne files recuntly. “e had a conference in chambers today. I guess with no call,
no crmergency. ‘his explains ny lutter to Williams, for if he dic waste out rights, there is
a fairly clear malpra@tise suit, not in :y mind. It may, howcver, activatc him & bite

However, he seems anenable to my sug estions, althoush there remains a congiderable
negativisn, probably in part based on the total lack of funds for legal necds, like expertise
ny today's work addr.ssed soue of his areas of concern, How the hell could 1 keep & record
of every meat chicken, for exeuple, of of what I sold vhen I sold, whciher eggs or chickens,
and what size chickens at what pdce? these arc irportant facts in establishing loss and
th: potentiel of the business, couplicated by what is celled a continuing tort, the troubles
n.ver stopsed end we have no base for comparison. ‘his finding that I'd gotien about 4,000
chicks from ny own breeding flock in a six-uonth period anc that aiter the troublec began
does establish what L had, regardless of the helicopter toll, ani a minimum they could lave
returneds Ve actually did sell 12 ozs for 1.7 when chickens were 29¢ an 1lbe That is like
getting a premiun in lieweastle for coal, in the old Gays.

aside froz the lack of records beccuse they ver: never kept and it was not possible
to lseup them,and the poscibility of the running or the statute, the major problem is
medical expert testinmony because our insurer was & barbarian ana reupins an ilmnoramus,
not doing the obviously-needed thingse I think they arc now hungup on fear of a nelpractise
suit. sgain, no thought or iy, but they donpt believe ite There are probably scverale but



if we di want to cue, vhen we haven t enough to psy current bils or the costs of this
suit, we canlt even drean of it. How»‘ve“, it makes a resl problem,,for they were terrible,
callous, opn.m.om.ted an: negligente Some of tle xeroxes supilied are illegible, I've had
to fisht like heli, raise hell in irate and indignant letters, to get the l vyer what he
has, wiich may, ffiter a second bacth, be couplcte for the years begincing in 1961. I don't
‘iovWe But they go back to.World War II, an? the early ones are necded for co-:‘_.ze;noo.i-;or
the expert witness we can't afiord. We have to show how tough we were before all of thise
.5 & matter of fact, we wére., We'd been through a fair amount. fny one of a long series
of things few would have surv:.veu. I think I told you I even had & lav passed against me
and led a fight agsinst State “epartment firing when they had the absolute right to do it
cven without reason -and wone If such a thing can be won!

50, therc is a long fight ghead, day-to—dsy survivel is an added problem, aond leeping
our spirits up, especially 1il's, for the toll on her is greater than I can describe, so
we can do ite She is certain ve can'te I believe I'll win the spectro suit. 1 don't think

<111 help in this case if I do. Justice will be morc amxious to gei me, an the lawyer
he; have on the case will know ite '.Ehey are dirty enough without this extre incpiration.
don t know how it will effect the judge.

(lac for the info ou the looms and weavinge X think when I can swing it I'1l get Lil
a suall one. ¥We can_t af’ord one like yours and have no roon for it except in thc base-
uent, &;\a i'm uneasv with her on stairs because she-has a trick knwe. 1 think she'd enjoy
it, and I suspect I'd try my hends I saw latt Herron's boy doing beautiful work with onee

Yaxes and your 12/6: “heir basic charge at “lock's will remain the same but their
added prices ere increased beginning this yvear and are complicateds They are "schedules',
each one so much, cntries so nuch, etc. Lil can glso tell you if your locals misread the
wrong charyese There will be nuch natural co: :fus:.on over theme 3y and large, with considerable
local varistions possible, + believe they arc the vest ol the services, Wigh tho delay in
setring all you neuwd, your solution secms ‘the beste Sorry the initial rate cant®t be held
indefinitely, out that's economics. Ur somethinge If you have all of your stuff organized,
t.e consultant will likc vou better because he/she is guwrant ed the mininum wage orly,
drawing tnat aseinst comrissions, lost QOW;‘ make an awful lot more than the nindiaune
Yy own opinion, based on observations here, i:s thuat you are probably betiter of.' doing it
daytine because moat nishttines are moonlishtinge Un the other hand, daytimers are ol'ten
bored housewivese Jut thelr itraining is goode

Ian licbonald (I often ruke the same mistake) will enjoy your letter, whether v, kalcolm
is releted or not. I'11 nrobably nhone hinm tomorrow afternoon, after his filing deadline,
o update hin on s, Hunt and will ask, 1'll see hinm 12/33, probably not socner. “hat is
his amiual Zmas partye. One of the disgusting things is the Egyptian, who is suave, intelli-
sent, & fine conversationalist and a persuaded sexist whose attractive wife agrees. With
both it scems o be religion, Hi: is in the embassye. By now a number of these have become
our once-g~year friends. Great story of the nmen and their dogs!

Lour 12/7 on Shaw:By and large agreed, Disagree on the necdless and inaccurate
endorsenent of the Wi, That uakes ne wonder tou nuch, as does daring the civil sulte. Le
has to know he lied about what should be naterial, and that is nerjurye. It may also be a
bit of darin\). based ongthe fair certainty that Garrison has no pore than he had av the
trial. + have zore that he doesn t. I don t se: this gratuity as bolstering Shaw's inage.
ifter the trial it can hurt it bBcause, for all his incompetence, Garrison dic make enough
points with the Z film and ny nmedical stuff. These he made with defense witnesses, esDe
‘inck. lost of Shew's friends will remember that and nust have been influcnce by ite or
the intelligent, this is the opoosite of imagce~bolstering, I'd think, but who can kmow
about leUeTeslf the sault fore was no accident, perhaps thg Tatalisties w:z,l, chili others.

Catehall 7: no rush on retwm licdillan tape. If I ande an extra, 0.0’1 "t bother to retwme

Haynes ohnson's picces were all on zagleton. There is another series nowe 1've laid.
thon aside. The Post is going in for tlis. Yher have ancther sinultencously, & series on
ethnicse i thirk the scries 1've laid aside is on Shisiallay not be findsheds

STl's sound sensitivities, so like Lil's, including hish freguencies: bet that with
211 th: din with widch you've spent the long yvears your's cut off and you con't hLoar them.
+ no longer doe Yhanks, by the way, for the deseription af the new uach:me se Lantastic if
you are not their creatures I kuow the local paper scts type frou +¥’'s tape. Lhey arc now
also offset. yp:.cally, they put in a new plint and it was too sucll before finishel. There
was a tine when reporters had to take a turn at folding sections in!

et b



One man's {and ©wo women's?) meat depts: you are hovingy the normal reaction to retire—
~en ond the wonder of boing out frow und.r prescure. dut the thing thet has buz ed ne is
ot peing under self-imposel pressure. luposed when writing, which I do too fasi, to get
it donc and onto sometiing else. I'm surc 1'd feel mich better if I were grinding it out
azaine. I know 1'11 fecl betber when I have the plamned on papers ‘ ]

If you stil: have that sandwich, then Je's notion was rightéplastice “cal ple;t‘z.g:,*las
rectangles Lvc the surface light-conductance characteristic will neke g memorial of ite

12/ 14 lan is not kin of C.“iualcolm. Heard of but never met hime. lan is younger than
Ve arce fe atso told me of the unt/dimes interview and is sending ite Spoke to hinm lust
nighte we go to i today on a nuuber of chores, ranging from iy delivering a rifle in
rotuwrn for whideh we'll hove pgrocerics until Lil's first ta pay, to try to find i to
borrow soue money to nect overdue obligmtions, for ¥Yin to tell me what hap ened in sache

'™

ville thet he'y prefer not to on the phonc, anid for me to vwork on our sult, secking: a couple
of eupert wiitunesses o suspett are nod rotirved fro.l tne U 6l wde sidXeu bagy no Joye sut naybe
& bright sun, soon to risae, will bring & bit of thas. -

e are also tadng & friend of iil's who is (with abundant reason) off uen in her
terminal ilinesse She is a vemman refugee who was renuinely devoted to her authoritarian
husband who corpietely doinebed her. ic died suduenly, leaving her wable te cope vith
anyihing, not even kuo.ing what they had, oven intestates 24l sireightened her afizirs
out as best we possible and they've becn friends. Real tragsedy on threc continents., Jhey
made their way first to Bolivia, where they prospered. Their children would not leave vwhen
the husband opted the U.le ,

il was fascinated by vour references to VYhinese cookery, the one thing she has never
tackled. She is tons in everything she hed ever done at the stove. decently she has reiurned
o making bread, which wo had not been eating:, and ny vaistline sufiers for it. Urcat stuff,
nover twice the saue.

The cconomy ol “hinesc food is an added attraction. We are failiar with dried
mushroons. -rse fulion Lewis, a customer, uscd to giverE then to me. She got enormous ones
somewhere, ai. they were superbe Recenily we have not hat it, but for years w1l always had
cinger (root) in the reirig., kept the South inmericen way (perhaps others', toc) in I
thinz sherrye. These thing are not found in the country. ve also are puartisan to Zucchini

«fter dark:s at tiis point, about 7 @.be, L g0t & call from ¢im Schmitt, in Portlond.
Tou may remember hin as onc of ial's original group. 1t lasted end hour anc 4 had to flco
to get to X and Lecause the fricnd was waliing. Zuccihdni: we used to ruise thom, pick
then ith treces o) fthe blossom left, auu Lil had soue special recipds She boiled thore I
think this was they wre also more prolifice Certainiy uore delicate in flavor. + like tham
every way-even footeand-a-half long then sliced anu firded, caserole, eic.

We had just gotten home vhen Joel Volz of the Star cailed anw then he got interrmpted.
“¢ is to phone Lucke hraslow is an ascistant ng, cde there, wy loetter was forvarded and.
ne gave it to Volz, who lingers with CLi~involvinent interest.

Schritt, I think, was drunk, Amongt the things he said is that he si certain two
other nembers of tie group arc/vwere finks, bruce Lewis Tor the rijleand he said Bruce could
have or sluost busted hiM= and Stan rrimer, Clia. I have no way of making an independent
Judgenent, but therce was something strange sbout rrimer whenne dropped off on returning
from Srazil witii Iis chichi Brazilien wife, o werstyled to my taste. haven't heard foom
i since. ,

I asked LUchmitt to try to find tine to do & rundown on Affican-imericane. Doudt he will,
but if e vwants to do something, that should not te i nored.

He 1s devoted to iloch, but also secms to have heard nothing in months,

This was a gooud day in the sense that 1 had no trouble borrowing enouch to carry us
over the dupending finaneial crisise. hiow I neod vorry only about how to repey ite. But the
crisis is past, and it had troubled. Included stern warnings froo the utilities, even. fnd
the friena we brefiended got il ten bottles of rather better than average Lemman wines!
He gut necd only settlc down enough so she fan enjoye There is more from anu about sud,
of whdch you will ilcarn in tine.

Fingers crossedi:Volz couing in monring, frou his home. Best,



