Dear Larry, | 4/8/73

3ecause this is my 60th birthday, I hope you will tolerate not one but two specicl
favors I will ask of you: try to find an old friend and do no story if you do without
his oJkes The reason for the secondrequest will become clecr.

Bofore X forget, the Kill Castre recommendation by Hunt made the front page of The
Times of i#ndon. Unliks the Lead Zeppelin, it thereafter made no sound audible in the U.S.
I'd hoped for some feedback. Apparently no reporter thought it was new or no desk agrmed,

I'm surprise not to have heard fron you once it yas krown that Dud is in some srems
only licCord's attorney. Juct as good, because I haven + seen Bud since beforc it bec.me
known &nd he didn't mention it the last time I saw hic.

it may seem unlikely, but the death if Plcesso reminds me of this o0ld Triend who,
when last I heaid of him, wes in Chicego and heving & very imrd time of it, wvarticularly
because he had Leen a Congressman, le is Jobn Beinerd, oxriginelly a Corsican whoe settled
in Bveletl, Hinn., in the Hesabe country, us I recell, and became first a undon leader
&ud then a popular leauer. lic vas elected to Congress in Mew Deal days. iested until the
Cathwolic Church really decided to get hdme

Of his many unorthodox Congresrional ozploits, the one I rerember best du singing
on The Flour. Don't think it was done before or ha: been since. There was this fanciet
Yongresuman frow Contana, g real,actusl Silver Shirter, tov. Onedsy Jo}um:\,' hed had it.
S0, he gut up and sang to Thorkelson, "Wjjo's Afreid of the Big, Bud Wolf?"

Yhere ia, if you'll pardon and 1 hope enjoy, unother digression for Joluny and songs,
in this case also currently yopular and it would seem topiocale “il's Uncle Buck Tound &
bem he'd forgotten he hude 4t was &t lomst five year old because he had been away from
the home in sk the meathousc of which he Tfound it for thet longe He mentioned finding
it and I salivated. But he wouldn't sell it bocause he fesred *t had spoileds I finally
talked him out of ite I was bard as u rock. However, onc of idl's considerable culinary
aldlle is doing justice to Old Hams (years of experience, did you sey?). it was witlLout
doubt the Lest ham ever, Ve hed Jolmuy and snother left=wing Congressman over for dinucr
after wo tasted it aud knew what it was. Second, Vito Murcontonie. We ithen lived in &
black ghetto. *t was before air conditioning, summertime aud hote In the heart of D.Ce
¥e had all the windows oper and so did everyune else. Rinner lasted into a party. Along
around twWo aeMe, with no prelude, this ecatatic black feminine voice ssng out, “Uh,
Johnny, Oh, Johnhy, How you Can 1cma!" I don t #mx remcwber the story Johony had just
told, not about Limgelf, but it msde this pafticularly funny.

Johuny was 2 marvelous storyeteller, which is why the derth reminds me of hin, One
night he was in particulariy good style, roliing then off an fast es the rest of us
stopped laughing long enough to hesr anothers I remember two, in part. One had to do
with the embarrassment of his wife's family when he, not knowing about the differwnoe
in meaning in the secorf language, said something nbout marerells, meoning the cheusco
It seems that this, in the secondi language or dialset of his wife's family, is a reference
to something uniquely feminine and to them very private. The sceond, also about hinself,
had %o do with a putdown of sowe phoncy intellectuals with whom he found himself. They
were displayiny some Tather poor copies of Picmsso and reving enc reving, about them and
all sorts of other things Johnny felt meant nothing to them. He didn't dig Picasso any-
ways His painting, that is. Johnny wes active for the Loyalists in the ¥runco revolt, so
he knew who Ps wazs, When his belly wes foll of the intellectual prhoniness he tock sowe
of the prints, examined them contemptuously and asked, in his best exagrerated Chrsican
accent, "Picass? Plcass? Whatsa Bicass?" If you find Johnny and can got him %o tell sone
of his stories, this will be funny and you'll understand why I rcmember it,



Last time we sav him was during one of thc bleaker eras, probably McCarthy's. he
and the late Jerry O'Connell, also a New Deal Congressman, a Catholic who was also the
victim of his church becpuse he was for popular issues and against all reaction, were
both in Washington, both on their uppers. They came up to our farm and spent a wonderful
weskend with us. Can you imagibe what it meent to & countzy boy from Corsica to have all
those chickens, goats and geese, probably ducks and a few cattle, too, around him? And
to taste goat's milk again? Jerry was much taller than Johmny, and larger. I had good
clothes for which I had no need. Soue dated back to my days as a "euate investigator,
pefore I put on a lot of weight, and some from World War II, I was able to outfit thenm
both with suits and one with an overccat! Johnny had to get the trousers raecuffed, that
is all.

And this is why I asked no story without his mssent. Imagine a United States Congress-
man so despemately broke he can't buy even a cheap suit!

Unlike Jerry and Marcantonio, who were lawyers, Johany had no profession on which
to fall back, “e couldn't even get his unkon organizing job back, as I recall.Se, 1t
geoms probable that he flas hed it rough cver since. He is a wonderful human being, as
humsn as one can be. I hope still "is".

If you locate him, please give him our best wishes and let us knov how and where
he is-

There was a very human thing X in Jerry O'Connell's past that the unCodly used to
sut his political throat. They proclaimed, probably with truth, giwam the era, that his
wife had been a real, honest~to-goodness whore, You, fortunately, have no knowledge of
The Great Depression and the aimultaneous natural tragedies. ¥nis vicious propagands
brake her heart and Jerry's. Sho died first, both at relatively young ages. Jerry was
from Sontanme I think but I'm not surc that Thorkelson defeated him. If they were both
in the House together, Hontana came close to hitting both extromes at the same timel,

Johnny and Jerry both looked like thay should have from their origins. Johnny was
very Latin looking, always smiling and trying to be pleasant even when unhappye Jerry
was a big Ir%sman. very Irish locking and thinking. Marc, however, was the superior
pilitician. ~e'd make a great booke As a youngster he'd ben Fiorallo LaGuardia's first
campaign manager. He was a superb parliamentarian, having studied it, as befit a minority
of ym one who fought hard and with purpose. 0ld Cannon always asked Marc to go over his
revisions of his rules for the House before he had them published. What the papers and
history books do not and will not record is the genuine liking among his political cnenies
for this popular maverick, I was often with him and them, often drinking with them, some=-
times picking him up after a party with them. He lived with me for some years, all the
time I freelanced, until I went into the Ammy. Despite his being a political outcast,
considered radical (all he and the other stood end fought for are accepted today), he
was remarkably successful, actually getting things for whioch he fought, One is the
first Fair Employment. federal order. He succeeded in pressuring FUR into it. I drove him
to and from the meeting at which he cinched it,as I did to many others with FDR. His
indifference to being on time always had me looking for a wall to climb. &pen for an
appointment with the President! He was never really early for one, I don,t think he ever
had five minutes to spare from the time I got him to the gate.

If Johnny isn't in the city directory, try the Mine, M1l and Smelter Workers, if
they have a Chicago office, or old-time left-wingers. We would like to hear about him
and would appreciate your making the effort,

Thanks,



