Dear Jon, : 12/15/14
The letter I wrote you earlier bothers me, Usfore going to bed I must add %o it. -

We arc both at a disadvantage in these matters. If I tell you the truth I come
scoross like g bittor sorehead. And you really have no way of knowing what is truth and
fact. In addition, there is a long history of which you are not aware. I have a considerable
file on 1t and, immodest as it may seem ~again you can b satisfied if you are ever here -
I think that in the future it will have some value to young people in teaching them how
to analyse political situations. In that case I called every shot, with 100/ sccuracy,
long in advance, including telling Fred “raham in advance precisely what he would write.

Here you can satisfy yourself in all respects it you'al be patient with my young
friend, who was here, who also hedd & viev other than mine to be, with and persistently,
and has first-~hand knowledge of tho Urpham and all the other . Ho is Howerd Roffmen,
one of the few authentic experta in the field, 912 SW 7 Ave., #3, Cainesville, Fla. 52601.
Ee is in law school, first year. While I tell you that I feel of him as a father does of
g son, I also tell you that Howard will be truthful. “f you arrangs to call him, I am
certain that he'll tell you quite a story. In fact, if you do, since I do want to leave
tapes of these things where the opinions of othere are spontuneous and also rosprospective,
ask him mbout teping it. Ho has Tead all my Cyril file end all the relevant files and
was involved in quite a fight in which I elene in the criticel comaumity opiosed any one
of us being booby-trapped into louvking at the so-called autopey matcriasl because we would
inevitably be used for propaganda, espccially agminat the innocent survivors. L have two
invitation from the Archives and GSA that I rejected. My money was where nmy mouth vas.
Yet in 1966 Iwas the first to apply.

Howaxd will tell you also that when he decided to dlsegree with we I did not at
any time pressure hinm and inotead ax spent much tize in long letters showing bim how to
preserve his own integrity in the natter so that, regardless of the outcoue, he'd have no
trouble with his own conscience. Ne can tell you of personal experiences with ‘f,vﬁ.l. And
he just happened to be here when red Grehem, then with the Tires, called me, Before the
fact. be hoard me tell Fred what he would write, even how he would angle. Be hig the story
Fred later wrote. ~f not with him I'm nure he'll remcmber enough. The net rounlt of the
Cyril self-gecking was to blame the Kenndys for all the official supypresaion,and if
faulsely, quite presuasively. Wuite an operation. In this blaming of the Kennedys all
others were exculpated. In the paper of record, too.

After that Cyril went really crasy. There are interviews wheve it comes out that
in looking at thds autopsy material (which he stil) does not really understsné) he found

ppoof of Cuban exile conspiracy. The whole nutty schmeer. Just so he got his naxe spelled
right and, of course, uscd.

Jim Lesar will remember pretty much that whole affair. Ha also oppowed my position.
And the guy Cyril fixed up with a job with hinm, Bob Smith, did_more strongly and spent some
three months or more trying to prepere himself to help Cyril. Long after that Smith was
still nutty about frangible bullets and things like that.Smith came here to ldbdk at other
files he nover locked ate e was then in the seme office es lesar, at the CTIA. When he
was talidrg such nonsense and not looking at any files I asked if we could talk as well
outside so I could trim out some treea for firewood. I got angrier and angrier the longer
the foolishmess went on, and it was worse because I fclt I had to hide it. The rosult is
that I almost chopped off my left thumb. I still cen bend it only hulf way.

So, if you think that what I wrote is strong, unreafnable, unfactusl or motivated
by any evil spirit, by all means check we out. I've been honest with you, Ferhaps a bit
mors than my usual bluntnegs but these have becn very trylng months in ways I can't go =
into on the Ray cose. “iviugston is but a glimmer. The problems are anything but over. Nor
1s the work. and there now is nothing else I'd nof rather be doing. This has becn true for
years. But I really have no principled choice.



aclde from our own fucking up (not besar!) we'll bekx lucky is the State doesn't
pull somc new dirty stufie I think they have to be desparate and we bave the kind of
characters who lend themselves to it. At and before the hearing.

I xnow uy fuze is a little bit shorter. But I intended no oftense. I tend to be
f\x}ﬁthright and believe I owe it.

Perhaps some oxplanation of my comuent on your moi spotiing on yowr cwn reason

for doubt would be helpful. You are net in a position to kuow whether when Cyril reproscents
sosething as fact it is &x or ic not.This will bu true on meny subjects throughout your
reporting life. So, how can you muke a, judgemont not on fact but on integrity? You have

%o look at other than the fact you can't evaluate. I think it would be a good exercise for
you to go over that same pieco not in 8xoitement because it is good ocopy from an expert
and on a subject you and your awlience finds interesting tut qudstioningly. e a nitpicker.
Nothing bad about that in a revorter as long as he doesn't write that way. Jle hes to leamn
truth to report truth. Ané nobody is an expert on every subject in the world.

I've made s couple of specific obsorvations. My recolisotion isn't cleer enough

to say there are more. I'll be surprised if there ave not. I cen thing Of sowething else
that iz simdlar. As you read it cownt the mwber of personal pronouns. Feow there is nothing
at all with either firgt-porson accounts or citing yoursclf as an suthority froz personal
observotion ¢ acticns. However, as you do this, also ask yourself if each thing for which
he thue takes eredit he reelly did or is the firet to do or knows is ropetition of other
work of which his reader, for all ithe fooinotes, has po knovladge.¥here you ray feel you
may have no basis, then ask yourself questions like is it possible that this waand®t done

by anyone for eight years or more?

Knowing the thrust of the piecs, yo’u might also ask yoursel well, if he is this
gung ho! and has done all this greust work, why didn;t BBessesses ¢ I tluink you may find
& couplee I think they are pretiy obvious. snd I'1l bs that I can show you that I did
try thoss things end he did not. Without remdnder from hime And before tids plece. And
new ways currently, on which I want no mention. I want succeas, ndt publicitye(fntirely
off +the record, no mention to enyones the AEC doniesa the newrton~ectivation testing. I'm
still lcoidng for holes in possible semantics. Amd I knew it was done and the eesenoe of
the vesulds years sgo and it is in Poet Hortem, That was done before Frane~Up, mesdng
the lugh part of three.)(Hovard has read it.)

Cyril has no monopoly. Zhere is a wild man in Kunsas, another pathologliat, Michols.
He geals otier peoplo's work azd copyrigh®s it. If you doubt, write Jr. Richord “ernabei,
Dept. Classics, Wueens Yniv,,™ingston, Ontario, Condda. He did it %o Dick anl ne when we
loanod him work in confidence, Hith a picture he did it oo effectively I can show you
lettars from the Srchives gwearing %hwey took the plcture for nhim, not me.Plus correctlon.
Dick is a classicist but also cn outdomrsmen and a very good ssateur ballistics san.

The field is full of thesc types, especislly those who can profit professionally.
It nakes a very scrioua problem. How docs one eope with 1t? How does one reply to & reason~
able inquiry for say you, a reporter? It is true of the comercialisers like that Cambridge
gang, too. How coa one follow them with reeson :nd fact and not be belicved by the young
people not %o be a copout? Or scume kind of secret federal agent?

It 4 not an easy situation. Hy wey may not be the bent, but at loast I an honest
about it, at the risk of people thinking badly of me for it. I mee no real choicel

What I'm really saying that probably sounds avuncular and L mean to be sort of that
way in a not offenaive sense ia develop your own aritical faculties. De it untlil it becomes
second nature.You'll learm more, believe loss erap and be a better reporter and a wiser
man for it. If I aid not have this in mind, I'd not have taken this time. The time is wbem
Fou are younge

Sincerely,



