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JDWs How the WxPost Wont the Puliteer for JFK Assassination Reporting 5/3/15
(Without Competition)
Before going to an early bed to behsys properly after the firat 1iitlo 2it of
outdoor exercise, this is ons too good mot to record. From the top.

George Lardner had been interested enough in the spectrs/NAA suit to phone me in
HIC to ask about it. When Lesar told me about vesterday's hwaring and how well it
went I asked if any press were present, Sone, What is more natural for a suit to
assure which Congress enscted & law nullifying a Suprewe Court decision than no press?

So, 1 ;:hanad Lerdner. He was not in. Left mesaage.

Then I 4 heard of the gathering of the nuts/ coxmercislizers Menday so I first
prepared a wessage for Leser o delivar and then got to thinking that perhapa I ought
to give the entire mtorv ocut. While I was thinking about it leardksr phoned with apolo-
gles for not belng abls to get Lack yesterdaye :

Piwt I t0ld him the story of the hemring. It seenesd to {ntersat hin, I had
earlier offered him confidential accoas to all I've cbtained, subject to release after
I have full assurzsces that 10X% lms been given to me. So, today I told him I was
prepared o give it all away exclusively in return for a Horndey sum. story, imzsms
“¢ was this intorestedsws spent threo bours on the phons snd I read hin what I thought
would make a resl atory without gedting complicated in the figures which are not
¢asential to the gdwwy. Reed divect quotes, ete. Cited exhidits, testi-ony, peges

in 26,
By the time wo finiched he looked at $he time and 3ald his domk (nationsl)
would be uncovered by an editor on a Saturday until abont 2 pes. He would call me
back after that, 8o did, a 1iitle after 3, with epcloglss for having been delayed
grovery shopring. If he opoks to his desk at all he did demned 1iitls shopping.

I had told him why I was giving it sway nos$ %0 prevenet more comsercislizadion,
angling, deceptions and disinformation cperations.

The first thiog he told me 4= that the Post is mot going to cover ihe press
conferenca, Relevant? I aaked, No. He was embarrassed.

S0 I asked hixm why they are turning it dowm and he ssid because there has been
no sclentists' report on the meaning of the figures.

On the tesis not made? I nsited. What more than the FEI zecord in thds doss it
require %o make a story that does not depend on interpretations of the meaning of

- .. incompleteifigures, espocially where there are neny &t all?

.. He was embarrassed more and I helped a little, which was wunfair but not wasted.

The day may come, I seid, whon the catdopal deskw of the asjos papsrs are aot
branches of government. Well, he said, it yeally wasn't that bad,

1 resindad hiz of the stuff Bradlee is putting on TV o uromote his book, all aboub
that great WaPost investigation which shewed there was nothing $o doubts about the

officiel solution, ]
Djd he read the transdript I geve Claiborne in FYC. Yes. Good story in it. Yes.

I dddn ¢ reed it in the Post. -
Hls explanation i3 that they do funny things, Ilike refusing o do a stery whem
Perry Bussc solicited & brite from him. (They used it efter Sheridsn was lader charged.)
S0 I thought I'd ask how the word "Watergate® ever got into the Post. “e said
because Birstain and ¥oodward kept plugeing. Lighte fhashed.
I'll write a story anyway, ke said, but don't pdn any hopes on it. And call others,
I told Ji the story und asked him to phome the bursau of ths Sostar lode and the
NYPimes desk snd gave him a contraction ves (Later he told ms there was a recorded
announcemkat ah tiwe Jlod: and fugaber toll we nobody could call belore 4 Pate LOBOTTOW.
(™48 15 the mame Rugaber who spuni much money and sffort trying to prove that the financing
of the Watergate came from .atin sugar money.) I spoke %o the nad, dask of the WxStar, No
call back. Then Kevin, in the hope of wire feedback. %e iz to call back soon.
How coudd we aver heck it witiout a daring, orusiding, undestérred 'ree preass dedicated
to the death to expoaing official misdeeds. How luck we arel
_ JL wes afraid $o call Peusterwal because he was also afraid he'd unloed a}l hs has been
. heolding back, I sugsested a cail to the partuer, who has not callsd mee I didn % expect ite
I suggested that JL not so to the press conference. -



