3

ACOO000NKXNTOOK
WAG=2034; TR4=4246

20724
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Dear lpr, Jones, g

gour mta;'esting-lmking bocle) with the Iind inscription, arrived this morning. My
wifa and 1 have been resding it in the few monents we cen snetch for reading, Ve#il
probebly screp tonlght, for we do most of our little resdins thess deys sbed, After
reading mine, 1f you like & comment in 1t, let me know sud I1'1l send it to yous

I'11 nibble at this as there seems wome point in comnent, snd et some time, where
there is enoggh to ¢sll s letter, I'1l mall it. I'm now through only the first chapter,
which deels with an aspect to which I devoted little sttention. “t is impressive,

Ygu may be interested in knowing of the Secret Service Report, wiich I have seen efid
of which I'm getting @ copy, conteins en interview with ilonzo Hudkins on T om Howard's
presence st the Sheriff's office, seeking o release for Ruby, bsfore Ocweld was
daliversd to the hospital¥, Hudkins wes with the Houston Tost.

Todey I got en invitation from Educsrtlional TV, of which I'1l heer more. “hould such
Bn occasion arrdse when I have time to do soms thing, would you care to be onk it, if
1 can arrenge 1t .

7/12 I £1it froom one thinz to enpther, keeping too budy and getting sonething done
all the time but never quite finishing one thing before I must get on somethinz else.
My wife 18 typins a 60-puge snelysia of the ¥mebel sx-job on Epstein that I shall have
for the first time I sm confronted with it. I saw en sdvance copy when I wason the
Lonp John Fnebel show (all three, Knebel, Lesky snd Kevin 0'Dougherty ore of the more
radloal wtist of the redicsl right, Xnebel with the pretense of moderstion-but that
show was & bakl. I tore "em up. Fheir terrible bad beh:vior, uphideen hatred snd total
proselytizing kini of ceedmed-wes e big help in getting mes throughl)e I immediately
challenged 10UX to pey me what they peid either of the others (for Epstein got {5,000
to play clay pigeon) for s definitive snswer io Knebel. Of fourss, the reply I did
not expect has not come, but I do hove the snswere I had p:id scant sttention to the
Rowlsnd testimony becsuss there wes so much I had to leave out anywaye But I am now
sstisfied he was e truthful snd importent witness. The comiission's treatment of him
and the odd kind of co‘llat;ral corroboration is what persusdes me...1've sgreed to a
confrontation with Bpecter’on Educational TV but believa I have pemsuaded them to hold
it off, Not becsuse I'm not resdy, but becsuse I want this to procesd slowly, so 1t
will not be to> much of e shock to people, end so coples of my book can get out to
where peopls cen get them. That Dolen show must have besn somethinge There wesn't 8
copy of the book in Frisco the day 1 made i%, end the distributor promised to have

8 supply there the first of the next week, which wea the fifth, He phoned the eighth
to order an additionsl 500, his original 500 sppsrently being gone, end told my wife
1t was like wildfire theree He indicated his bslief that he'd soon want an additional
1000, which meens we'll h:ve to reprint, for thet 1s a 1ittls more thon we now hove
of the 5,000, But 1've got to get some money in before I can esk the printer for
further credit. I'm going to ses him todey or tomorrow and try and get readye..ine

of the NY distributors ordsred.sn additional 500 by phone the morning of the fifth.
A:A in Boston, while not reordering (they slso got 500) didn't £il1 the order of a
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and & letter of similar charseter from Italy awsits me at the printer's...Ve've gotten '

en order from, I believe Alérich's in Dsllas but I do nit went to aweken my wife to
find out. Thankas.

As I can I plug away at the archives., If you ever get a chance to telk with Marrion
Beker I think you'll find his testimony wes fixed. I huve seen stat:ments he gave
after and I think before his testimony that blow it up. On September 24 he snd Truly
gove handwritten statements to the FEI, why at that lete dete I can only guess, Truly's
1s « ight end vague mf and of no spparent purpose. But stupid Beker never lesrned

by rote. His originally read "second or third floor" end or third was stricken
through. It is, however, clearly legible in the originel, which I ordered s Xeroxed
copy of yesterday. And at the end of his sentence on mecting Oswald, he said the
opposite of Osweld's motion catching his eye., He said Oswsld was stending there
"drinking e coke". This slso is stricken through, but legible, I em ac:umuleting &
number of things like this for a sequel on which I've got & good stert., I've gone

much further with the sutopsy =nd have a 6,000 word piece in Englsnd and Fprance, and
the Sundey New York Times Megezine will read i% (through the suthor of the fundey
Times reviaw, whose personal opinion sesms to be not cuite what he said in his plece)
knowing in sdvence whet it seys. I've got the first of two pleces on the plotures .
roughed, unread, snd wes sterted on the second when Knebel lmocked...All of this goes
forwerd from the book and will try, responsibly, to show who did whet. I think I've
got only s 1little less than might be required to teke a case of conspiracy to court
right now = the conspiracy on the suppression, not the murder...I'd like anything that
enybody might have on what Zspruder has said. His fllms wers doctored, snd I think I
¢8n now prove Where,..Hls originsl stetement, which mesns no more and no less than
other eyewitneas opinions under such greet stress, 1s thet the shots came from behind
him, There was no equivocetion, Imhave the hasty hend-written report of the 58 Agent
who go* the film from him. I intend these for magezine pleces organized in advance inte
& bo ¥, end unless I have to pull the plug on him esrlier, Psecter will be a ms Jor
part of it, Meanwhile, I'm quite hsppy for him snd Rankin & o lie their hesds off

to the press. Spect-r pillories himself in his statements to Fox for UPI and to “nelml.
1 refrainéd from sending Henkin & copy of "Vhitewssh"” until he seid 7. Zdgar Hoover
d1dn t lmow the FHI busineas., 1 then sccompanied the book with » letter...I'wm locsted
two B the sutopsy doctors - Finck is in Vietnam -sent them ooples with e polite
letter that hes bean unanswered. I went to lesbe them alone for e while, having

built just s¥m 1little fire under them withwxe full-psge, illustraeted story in thedr
local peper thet I'm sure their neighbors have noticed and cormmented upon. I think 1f
the doctors see how things sre zoing and stew for e little while they'll come closer
to the complete truth when they do talk, end I went this to be not s scendal - it's
already too big & scondsl - but 8 cleansing...:lso same interesting things on Marinas
from her earlier interviews, incududingthe trsnscript of a 45-page lonz tore as soon
aa they took her over, several earlier FBI snd Secret Service interviews, ind uding
the very sarly awesti where they told her, once she sald she wantei to stsy in this
country, what she'd heve to#o...l become more sstisfied daily that for ell their
mistokes, the members of the Commission did not reslly know whet wss begng dom to them
end behind their backs, Lene snd Epstein st leest dissgree with this snd Lane and Tr-
Tpevor Roper are out to pin the whole thing on Warren, personallye...I steyed up the
second nizht I had you book until 4 a.m, to finish it. You've done & very good end W Iy
breve thing, and I found 1t interesting emough to have no trouble staying awske,. I
think you heve some vrry interesting things thet mey waell pen out, especially about .
Ruby, Gertz tells me he'll be in touch with mee..The Commission's belsted inte rest 1
in the police car that honked outside 1028, in the files, is roughly the ssme 8s in

my bockss.Enclosed are 2 typed and hend-written version of what it would please me

if you'd peste in your copy, or I can send you snother with it writ ten in. The

second 1s in case you'd like pepple to be eble to read itl.e.It is odd how the word

of my book 1s getting out. We hed 18 order yesterdey, But it 1= &lso gratifying and
confirms those of us who had faith in our people end their basic understanding and
intecrity...I'd love to be sble to accept your invitetion to visit emd go to Dellas
bAt the prospsots sre slim, ‘e sre so broke end in debt over this that even a smash hit
hes 1itile chence of bresking us even. But thsnks for verything.
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