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' NEW ORLEANS — on

Lafayette Square, across the
street from the magnolia
lrees, the azalea bushes, (he
statue of Beajamin Franklin,
and the newspaper plant of
the Times-Picayune
States-Item, are two vacant of-
lices, which now carry “for
rent” signs. One office enter-
ing froin  he Camp  Street
side, once housed Cuban ex-
iles” involvad in anti-Caslro
aclivities afler (he Bay of
Pigs invasion; the other, on
the Lafayelte Street side, was
the headquarters for Guy
Banister Assoeiates, Ine., a
privale detective agency, .
In the days before and after

and -

the Bay of Pigs the 'Cubans
met often in Banister's office.
And there, two people ‘are re.
liably reported to have in-
formed District Altorney Jim
Garrisen, Lee Harvey Oswald
was seen with the Cubans and-
the group around Banister.
That group included three of
the persons whose names
have surfaced since Gar-
rison’s investigation of Presi-
dent Kennedy's assassination
became public a week ago
Friday. They are: Jack 8.
Marlin, David Lewis, and
David William Ferrie,

. Martin and Lewis were om-
ployed by Banister's firm,
Martin as an investigator and
Lewis as a messenger and of-
fice man. .?:.E..ﬁg died

this: past week, had been
working closely with Banister
in anti-Castro - activities and
also had retained Banister's
firm to help him in a morals

case “in ____.En_w he_had been
namﬂmmnn. Coring Qutrogos

mm.u.n of the Cubans who used
to go to Banister’s office told
this reporter, in the course of
a seven-hour conversation
ending early Saturday morn-
Ing, (hat Garrison has ques-
tioned him a number of times
in the past month, Garrison
told Bim, the Cuban said, that
wililesses have  slilod they
saw him there wilh Oswald
and the “others, The " Cuban
flatly denies it, and says he
has offered o take a lie-detec-
tor- test- and truth serum i

x Lo

‘Plot' R e

hecessary lo substantiate-his
position.  He has not been

-asked to take' such tesls, he

says. y
That same: Cuban, who
wants {o remain anonymous,
in fact did meet Oswaid at Os-
wald's apartment on Mag-
azine Street in August, 1963,
He had gone there in an at.
tempt to learn about Oswald’s
pro-Caslro _dealings in New
Orleans and -ahout Oswald's
supposed Fair Play for Cuba
Commiltee organization in the

A
area. They talked for about .

half an hour, and Oswald gave
him some literature as they
left, he said. Then, he prompt-
ly reported his contact with
Oswald to the New Orleans

Pelice Department, ’
After President Kennedy's
assassination, the Cuban

again repealed his account of
meeting with Oswald to the
Secrat Service, The Warren
Comunission was fully awara
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«of his meeling After
. investigating that one incident
+ and a host of other rumors in-
! volving Cubans—both for and
! against Castro—it coneluded
; that Oswald had acted alona
* in killing the President,

{ . Although the FBI is main.
:taining a strict “hands-off”
4 pesition in connection  with
! Garrison’s highly-publicized
< investigation, and will not dis-
“cuss the case, it is cicar that
- the government placss little
. credence in what has been
i turned up so far. In the view
' | of some who have been close-
iy acquainted with the case,
* Garrison's material is a ro.
" .:hash of old material, with

'some new elements added.

' The district attornev's mo-
tives are being questioned;
there is increasing tail that
he wants to use his inquiry as

'@ political springboard, that
he intends to run for lieuten-

- ant governor this year -and
* higher office later,

“He has a long list of fraud-
ulent issues,” said one highly
placed official here, in re-

Aerring to Garrison “but he's
- as quick as a cat and he al-
ways lands on his feat.”

That same official, who was
not willing to be quoted by

name, also said that Garrison

might well be the shrewdest
politician in Louisiza since
the flamboyant Huey Long
ruled the state,

In the face of criticism and
worldwide attention znd spec-
ulation, Garrison has grown
ever bolder in his jablic state-
ments. Finally, on Friday, he
said flatly he had “scived the
case” of the Kenaedy death

“beyond the shadow of a:

doubt.” He says he knows the

" key individuals, the cides in.
volved, and promises arrests.
But when pressed ic ho more
specific, he remains crigmat-
Jde, and poses a parable for the
public:

The key {o the whole case is
through the loold~: =lass,” he
told reporters “Black is
white, white is black. I don't
want to be cryptic Lut that's
the way it is." . e

Try at Riddle
This dispatch is an atlempt

NEW ORLEANS D.A. JIM GARRISON
His investigation may be a political springboard

to unravel some of thet riddle
and to place Garrison's in.

vestigation in perspactive. .

What , emerges is a tangled
web of plot, counter-plot, and
Ccounter-counter plot; of ru-
mors and wild talk of some
fact, some fletlon; and, In the
. . L}

end, a lantalizing question
mark, The one thread that
winds through all stories in-

volves one of the eentral prob-

lems of John F. Kennedy's
iwo years, 10 menths and two
days in the White House, —
the problem of Cuba.

Itis Garrison’s obvious
contention that Cubans were
somehow invelved in the

President’s death, From what.
- can be learned at this time,

his case appears to rest on
one theory about the
assassination: = That Oswald
was working with an anti-
Castro rightwing organization
and actually intended to kill
Fidel; that Oswald’s publicly
pro - Communist activities in
New Orleans and his attempt

lo enter Mexico and secure a
Cuban visa were a ruse to en-
able- him to earry out that
Castro assassination ob-
jective; that when Oswald
was denied entrance to Cuba,
the plot shifted, and Kennedy,

‘accused of letting down the

Cubans at that Bay of Pigs, be-
came the target. This theory
has been examined at length
in the past and has been
discarded. ‘

To these basic ingredients,
Garrisen seems to have added

'

. new factors, These are among

them:

o The existence of a train-
ing camp for Cubans in a
Parish across Lake Pont-
chartrain in the summer of
1963 where, supposedly, Os-
wald went for the purpose of
participating in the plot to kill
Castro;

o The later movement of
an American, who reportedly
organized that camp, from
New Orleans to Houston;

© Two ecanceled checks



drawn on the New Orleans
Bank: of Commerce in New
Orleans in the summer of
1663, used to help pay the way
back to Miami for two of the
Cubans from that Camp;

o The. departure of other
Cubans from New Orleans to
Miami, and one to Dallas;

o Documents from an anti-
Castro  organization which
operated briefly in New Op-
leans in 1962 and then was dis-
banded; “w - v (i

o A photograph of Oswald
distributing pro-Castro - liter-

‘ature in Capal Street here
which shuw: 4 man)supposed-

ly later photographed behind
a sign in Dealey Plaza in Dal-
las on Nov. 22, 1963,

Crucial Tie

*- These are among the seraps

that Garrison Is known to be
considering. On the surface,
these seem to fall into much
of the speculative character of
the host of sensational books
written about the assassina-
tion. Their value remains
undetermined. Beyond this,
everything is shrouded in con-
jecture,

Out of all the smoke, one
thing is certain: To prove any
conspiracy Garrison must be
able to link Oswald with oth-
ers. That is where the re-
lationship between Guy Banis-
ter’s delective agency and the
Cubans becomes crucial.

But moere important, in-
itially, is what the Warren
Commigsion has - determined
about Oswald in New Orleans,

New Orleans first became a
part of the Oswald story on
Sept. 20, 1959; then, nine days
after his release from the Ma-
rine Corps, Oswald took a ship
from New Orleans to Le
Havre, France, as the first
step of his journey to Russia.
Three years later after his re-
turn to the U.S., Oswald came
back to New Orleans in late
April, 1963, seeking a job. The
next month, his wife and
daughter - joined him.  here.
From then untll the third
week in September, the Os-
walds lived. on Magazine
Street in the city. While his
family went back to Texas,

- n

Oswald traveled teo Mexico
seeking a Cuban visza. On Oct,
4, he joined his ffamily in
Texas.

As is well knowm, Oswald
tried to organize a JFair Play
for Cuba Committe2e a pro-
Castro group, in Newv Orleans,
passed out literaturre on the
streets, and engagedl in broad-
cast debates aheout Cuba.
From these activitiees grew a
number of consipiratiorial
theories about his supposed
connection with Cubzan groups,
again bhoth pro and anti-
Castro. The Warrent Commis-

‘sion investigation concluded

that: :

“Without exceptiom, the. ru-
mors and allegations of a
conspiratory contiact were
shonm $o he withaott any fac-
tual basis, in some cases the

product of mistaken in-

vestigation.”

Nothing New
Nothing that Garrison has

‘made public yet in any way

alters these findings. His
case, therefore, must dispute
those conclusions by showing
that Oswald had sinister re-

" lationship with others. There,

the trail comes back to Banis-
ter’s office. ¢ ]
What follows is an aceount

of each of the principal links .

of that part of the story,
based on interviews and other
sources, and told in sketches
of the man whose names are
now being discussed here and
elsewhere. i

GUY BANISTER — W. Guy
Banister, former FBI Agent,
former New Orleans police of-
ficial, militant anti - Commu-
nist, private detective, and
once publisher of a weekly
newspaper in this area, was
found dead of a heart attack
in his apartment here June,
1964. He had had a stormy
and colorful career: 10 years
before his death he had re-
tired as the special FBI agent
in charge of Chicago's FBI of-
fice. During his days with the
bureau he had participated in
some of the FBI's most cel-
ebrated cases — including

those of Roger Tuohy and -

John Dillinger.

In 1955 Banister joined the
New Orleans Police Depart-
ment as chief investigator and

supervisor of traiming, (tne
third ranking member of the
force, His career was rel-
atively brief and stormy. He
engaged in public quarrels
with his supetiors and, at one
point, charged they had con-
spired to "lefeat justice” by
stopping a police in-
vestigation. In 1957, when he
was assistart police chief, he
was suspenled after he was
involved in a barroom inci-
dent in whih he was accused
of drawing ¢ gun in a Bourbon
Street bar. He was then dis-
missed for vhat the police su-
perintenden! called his “‘open
defiance,"

L Flair

Banist:r drifted into in-
vestigative work, hought a
weekly newpaper, the West
Bank Heral across the river
here, whe e he employed,

among othes Jack S. Martin,

By 1960, h had formed his

own detectie agency and

brought Mrtin along with
him. In thee days, Banister
8on'tinued t) act with a flair.

e promitnt New Orleans
citizen remsmbers Banister
coming intoa downtown hotel
with a gun trapped to his leg,
drawing tht pistol, slamming
it on the tale saying “this is
power."”

Banister, without question,
was activel involved in the
pre-Bay. of Yigs days. Wheth-
er in fact Is office .was the
center of ararms cache, as is
allegpd her, is not known,
but it is afact that Cubans
met there Awey Wi "ouidu
Ferrie, a formear pilot, and
that they wers ohcerved by
two of Banister's employes,
Martin and David Lewis,
These last two mien seem to
be prineipal orizinal sources
of information in Garrison's
current investigation. These -
are the outlines of Banister's
office, and his background;
again there is nothing sub-
stantive to indicate that he
was personaily involved in
any supposed “plot.”

JACK S. MARTIN —Mar-
tin, 52, is undoubtedly the
most controversial figure of
all those menticned recently,
He Is supposed fo have pro-
vided the initial leads for Gar-
rison,

Martin's story. in fact, has
been told before and dis-
missed as unfactual hy
Rovernment investigators., It
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is authoritatively reported
that Martin furnished in-
formation to Assistant District
Attorney Herman S. Kohlman
here, Later, Martin is said to
have disavowed his story en-
tirely when quostioned by the
FBI durlng the Warren
Commission investigation.
What Martin has said since
then must come either from
himself or from Garrison.

— Y

DAVID WILLIAM FERRIE
He died strangely

- Garrison s not saying; Mar-
tin is not here, He laft town
some time af the end of last
‘month and has not been heard

" shine
 &d

uskdl. vack she says, taaes off
alone for several months every
year. Mrs. Martin saw this
reporter for some hours the
other day in her home and
talked at length about her hus-
band and tie case, Although
she has answared phone in-

quries, it was the first time’

any newsmai had been fo -ca
her, she said,

She seemed to want to tallkc

. and, zalthough she was highly
“distraught, dwelt at length
about the effect of the recent
publicity on her and her
9-year-old son, Jack, Jr., who
Wwas making models in the
living room.

“They have asked me if my
husbard Is 2 aut, if he is a
psychiatric case,” she said.
“They have asked ma a num.

ber of uncomplimentary
things. Now, my husband does
drink but he drinks less than
a lot of other people, T have
tried to get him to join Al-
coholics Anonymous and some
years ago 1 did get him to go
into the New Orleans Charity
Hospital for his drinking,
That's before I stopped trying
to change him,”

Then she said:

“Jack really isn't a man of
mystery. He isn't, Jack is
known from coast to coast,
Jack is a'plain ordinary, mid-
dle-aged man, thin but getting
a pot belly, who comes home,
puts on his slippers and holds:
his dog in his lap—a man who
makes model planes for his
son and chapel (a religious
chapel in the house) for his
wife and hundreds aof
ecclesiastical heraldry for his

iends,"

It's Bizarre

To illustrate her point, she
walked around the 150-year
old house, badly run down,
but which she is trying to
Tenovate., She pointed to her
husband's casels, to pictures
of her husband with Lucille
Ball and Desi Arnaz in Hol-
lywood; with a mayor of New
Orleans, and to personally au-
tographed *“‘best wishes” pho-

tographs from among others

such as Richard Nixon and .

Guy Banister, To this repor-
ter, the entire experience was
bizarre,

Physically, Martin is small
and thin, with a mustache, He
Was in the Flying Tigers be-
fore World War 1r with the
rank of “Colone].” Since the
War, according to his wife he
has been a reporter, a publie
relations man and a private
Investigator,
there’s excitement- or intrigue
Eoing on there's Jack" she
;ta:d once. “He’s a natural for
1 ‘11
In talking about the Gar-
rison investigation, Mrs. Mar-
tin said she had known Ferrie
and a number of anti-Castro
Cubans, She said she had nev:

had heard the rumor that:

“Guy Banister's office was
in this building, so were the
Cubans and so, theoretically,
was Lee Oswald’s,”

‘Hot Sea’
She : believes that the key

“Whenever

.er met Oswald, although she _

figure” is David Lewis, who
had worked with her husband
and Banister and in recent
years has heen employed at
the bus terminal here,

“Lewis has an amazingly
retentive memory,” she said.
“If anyone is of interest in
this case it is David Lewis,
Dave Lewis is sitting in prob-
ably the hottest seat in histo-
i o

DAVID LEWIS—Lewis, 26,
a native of Houston, has
publicly stated that he knows

i TS AT
LEE HARVEY OSWAL
Accused assassin

five persons involved In the
assassination with Oswald.
Lewis ' has appeared on tele-
vision here, but has added
nothing specific to that gen-
eral comment. After leaving
Banister's employe, he got a
job with the Trailways bus
line terminal in the baggage
department. He is married,
and has four children.

DAVID WILLIAM FERRIE—
Ferrie's' name first figured
in the assassination three
days after Kennedy's death in

Dallas. He was arrested that *

Nov. 25 in New Orleans and
charged with being a fugitive
from Texas. In view of what

P s o



DAVID LEWIS
He knew Oswald

is happening now, the newspa- _

per accounts of the arrest are
instructive, Ferrie, and two
other young men, the papers
here reported, were picked up
“In connection with some
leads of our own” D.A. Gar-
rison was quoted as saying,
knocking down reports the
FBI or Secret Service had
asked for the arrests.

Ferrie and his friends were
released in two days and
subsequent investigation by
the FBI led the Warren
Commission to dismiss him
from serious consideration in
the assassination, In faet, in-
vestigation proved, Ferrie
was in New Orleans at the
lime of the assassination and
no evidence was ever turned
up to indicate that he knew
Oswald or was in any way in-
;dmi in the President's mur-

er.

Fits. Theery
Almost - inevitably, though,
Ferrie's personal character
and background made him a
natural candida te for'a

c—c-mspiraturlal theory, He was

.a homosexual, who had been

fired from his job as an East-
ern Airlines pilot after he was
arrested in a ‘‘crime against
nature" case: he was a mili-
tant anti-Castroite who ac-
tively participated In Bay of
Pigs activity in New Orleans;
and he was clearly an intelli-
gent but disturbed person.
Mrs. Jack Martin, for In-
stance, recalls what she says
was Ferrie's “preoccupation

with Socrates.” :
“His constant reaction to
every problem was to walk up
and down the room beating
his forehead and saying ‘now
what would Socrates have
done?’ " she remembers.
Ferrie had never tried 1o
hide his activity .on behalf of
the anti-Castro Cubans here.

Repelling Man

Besides the faets surround-
ing his life, Ferrie himseli
was a singularly repelling fig-
ure physically. He was sickly,
and his hair and his eyebrows
had been burned off. Instead
of buying an adequate wiz,
Ferrie sffected | a “different,
more s triking, device: He
glued down his red toupee and
false eyebrows with glucose
cement,

Alter the latest flare of

"publieily in what is certainly

going to be only still another
in an endless round of rumor
and sensations ahout the
Kennedy death, Ferrie, unlike
Martin, was quite willing to
be interviewed, even though
he was seriously ill. On Mon-
day this past week, he was
interviewed by Theodore C.
Link of the St Louis Post-
Dispatch. Garrison's in-
vestigation, he told Link, was
“way off base."

The next evening, he spent
four "hours " talkihg to George
Lardner Jr., of the Wash-
" ingtor P6st, and’ dénied ever

knowing Oswald. Lardner was

probably the last man to see
him alive; Ferrie’s body was
found that day in his apart-
ment,

The coroner has ruled Fer-
rie died of natural ecauses.

Garrison has called him one

of history’s most [inportant
suspects, without spelling out

why. Even if this investigation -

is totally discredited, as many
think it will be, Ferrie's death
undoubtedly will add even
more fuel to those already in-
-flammatory rumors surround-
ing -the Kennedy assassina-
tion. =y

THE CUBANS — Depending
on with whom you talk, there
are anywhere from a min-
imum of four to a maximum
of 14 names being bandied
about in New Orleans. They
are, at this writing, still anon-
vmous but the names of

several are’ already common
knowledge.

This reporter has spoken
with two of them here. The
first, already mentioned in
this story, spoke at great
length in front of his wife in
their living room. Like Mrs.
Martin, he seeimed to want to
pour out what he knew. He
was especially incensed, he
-salt,at reading that Garrison
w3 saying it might he 230
Years before arrests were
made — a remark the D.A.
later -amended to weeks or
months., .

Cubans Again

He spoke readily about his
contacts with other Cubans
and with Ferrie and Banister.,

“Ferrie was active in the
Cuban revolutionary front” he
said. “I don't know when he
got in but he was active, He :
tried to help us raise money.
We used to go to Guy Banis-

"ter’s office and one of the rea-

sons was because he is an
anti-Communist. I don't know
of any arms ever put in Guy
Banister's office. There may
have been before, I don't
know."

He added, later, about Fer-
rie:

“Ferrie could dream of
things — he was a very bright
intelligent person — and one
time I remember he was
going to try and get a small
submarine to get into Havana
Bay and blow up one of those
docks over there,”

He also told of his meeting
with Oswald and repeated in
detail what he had reported to
government investigators, It
added nothing new to what

has been written.

Slams D.A.

Of Garrison's investigation,
he said the district attorney, '
in his personal sessions with
him, “changes quite a bit.
One tims 22 says Communists
did it; anoher time, the refu-
gees did it.” He gave the
names of reople he knew in-
volved there, just as he has to
Garrison, and includes the
name-of a young American

who haz eft town,

At the end of a long con-
versaticn, which began in his
house and included a tour of
the plac2s the Cubans had met
in town after the Bay of Pigs,
he commented: :

“I'll tell you about how this



investization is conducted. It's
the craziest damn thing in the
world."

That remains to be proved
coneclusively.

The 6 foot 6 district attor-
ney, with an undeniable flair
about him, is correct when he
indirectly uses the quotation
“through the looking glass” to
summarize the case, It is, aft-
er all, very much like Alice in
Wonderland. g

Ordered Shut

DALLAS (AP)—The Dallas
Bureau of Vital Statistics has
cut off access to routine
public records on the deaths
of principals in the assassina-
tion of President John F. Ken-
nedy, the Dallas Times Her-
ald said Saturday.

City Atty, Alex Biekley said
the press is included in the
resirictions, which he said
have been in effect for some
time.

He said the ban prohibits
copying the death certificates
or any information from the
bureau's records on President
Kennedy, accused assassin
Lee Harvey Oswald and Os-
wald's killer, Jack Ruby.

Bickley said the Texas
Health Commission made the
restriction but that ety offi-
cials concurred in it.

The newspaper said the rule
now is being interpreted to in-
clude persons now dead and
only indirectly involved in the
events of the assassination.

A registrar at the vital sta-
tistics  office, recognizing a
name put forth by a reporter
as having been publicly ques-
tioned in the investigation of
the assassination, refused in-
formation, the newspaper
said, saying it was the order
“'of the Texas Health Depart-
ment and the Secret Service."

State Heallh Commissioner

J. E. Peavy said in Austin the
rule was made . to preclude
anyone duplicating the certifi-
cates, which he said he con-
sidered 2 matter of good
taste. Peavy said members of
e press have seen the re-
-cords and could still do so.

‘Bickley - said, however, that
the term “press” can be inter-
preted in differing ways.

“There are sensational and
larid publications,” he said,
adding that concessions prob- .
ably could be made to the “Je. -
gitimage press” but it would
depend on  what use they
Planned to make of the infor.
mation, '

“IF they want it for a
straight news story of some
kind, they probably could
have it, If it is for speculation
on events, I don't know, We
would have to take it case hy
case," he said.

“There have been letters,
telephone calls from all over
the country from fortune hunt-
ers, investigators and those
little people just trying to
make a buck off his (Presi.
dent Kennedy's) death," Bick-
ley said.

“We felt we should exercise
discretionin the matter.
There is a lot more conecerned

<here than just the question of
public records—there is a na.
lional investigation involved.»



