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Editorial: ahe enly thing they’re afraid of is the vsriiet of History. I% will be savere.

How Garrison jas Framed (ctd.;

Pershing Cervais” Sensaticnal Turnabout Clears Garrissn!

I hardly believed my eyss when I learned about the latest dsvelopment in the
Garrison case, and you probably won't helieve yours vwhen ycu read this, for I doubt that
your local newsfaker {pardon me, newgpaper) has bresthed a word anout it

Well, tne startling fact of the matter is that Gurrison’s accuser, his former
close frisnd acd erployese Pershing Gervais, has recantad. He has admitted, formally and
publicly, that hs lied about Garvison heing the "begman™ for a syndicate uf pinball macnine
operators. Whal is more, he has adwittad that he was forced by the U.S, Covermment 1o
entrap = that’s his own word - the Mew Orleans DA on spuricus charges. I¥ iids doesn't
take your breath auay, cothing ever will, You're in good shaps,ihen.

Shortly after Garvieon's srrest last year, I pubiished in YRUTH LETTER a
lead article entzt ed "The Faderal rrams—up Kactory” meanm:; ths #Bl. "M, rzaders will
not be feoled for cne moment Dy the .73, Governmant’s charges of “ribery and other mis-
conduct against the New Qvlsans DA, "™ I wrote in ibat piece. "Sowetidng liks that was to
be expec u«dd robody can expose with impunity the ebysmal duplicity and innerent wiciksed-
ness of the LEJ and Nivon administretinne, boih cqually rotten praducts of the Dallas

coup d'état, If Garriscn hedn't writien °A Heritags of Stone’, in which he sxposed more
of the U.S. Covgrmment’s participation in and rosponsibility “or the Kennedy murdexr than

he ever did at tne Clay Shaw “rial, ibey might not nave m«f)vad against hiw, The book made
it imperative for them %o try and discrsdit the suthor at all costs.”

At the tims I wrote thoxe lines I wss sseverely ill and maybs even sovmn of
my most gyapaiietic resders thought that sickmsas bad affectad wy brein. the ides that
the U.S. tovermment could really shoop so lov as to frame duliberstely = oan of Garri-
son'a siatus must lave seemed prepestercus even to people inclined to toke a sceptiecal
view of guings-on ’a Washington, D.C.

Well, they did. Zt's all thsrs now in oold priant: Tervais® uncguivocal con-
fessien that he farricated s cass ageinst Uarrisen at the baaest of the so-called Depari-
ment of Justios, ithat he deliberately snirapped the wan who had bsen hie ual and bens-
factor bezauge be couldn't resist the presesurs the Nizon Maledwinistration was putting
on him,

fa T dreaming? Baving nightmares? wWell, 35 vou thini s, please furn
the Hew Oslears Statss~1ism of aay 2%, 1972 and following fosuss and get the facis
direct from that wsll-pleced source. iAbd plsase usar ia mind that the "States~Itom",
like its sister publication, the "Times-Picayuns®, Rus ulways bsen stouncaly anti-
Carrisen,tiat v“r- was, in fact, %he arly paper ia the U.S. which printed ip sxtenso tss
U.S. Governmesnt®s 113-pa. case sgalast Jin Garrison, Iu the day 15 , 1572 is:?,ge of L

I promdsed ay ”OddQI‘S 1o acquaint thew with the ~ontents oY this ouw 1t widch Tests
slposi in its entirety on a L0T-pags effidavis by Porshing Uervaiz. It would be a wests
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of time and paper to do s0 now because Gervais has admitted that the whole taing is a
fake. And he is the man to know.

It vas again Hosemary James, formerly of ths "States~Item" staff and now a repor-
ter for WWL-TV, who scocped the nation by exposing this frame-up scandal. ¥rs, James, it
will be remembered, was the enterprising young lady who on reb., 17, 1967, catapulted Jim
Garrigon into the limslight by revealing his investigation of a consgpiracy to kill Pre-
sident John r. Kennedy. At the time, ilosemary James, while fair enough as reporting
standards in the U.5. go in such matters, was distinctly not pro-Garrison and the book
"Plot or Politics?",which she published later that year with Jack Wardlaw, also exhibi-
ted an unmistakeable bias in favor of defsndant Clay Shaw and againgt the Dai, This for-
mer stance makes her present performance the mors remarkable and lsnds it complete cre-
dibility - a rare ccmmodity in US politics theso days.,

Mrs. James, it ssems, had goiten wind of the fact that Persining Gervais, who
had dieappeared from sighit after Carrison’s much-touted arrest on June 30,1974, was living
in Canada undsr the assumed name of Paul Mason. She located him at his temporary home
in Vancecuver, B.u., where hs was staying with his wife and two children, and obtained an
interview with him {hat was filmed end broadcast by WWL-1V on Ronday, May 22, 1972. In it,
Gervais admitted that he had beer coerced "by comstant, calculated barsssment” on the
part of Government cfficials to bear false witness against Garrison,

Woen asked what he meant, Cervais said, "I would rathsr say toat I wvas forced
to work for them...btut more than that, 1 was forced to lis for them, that’s a batter
description, rrom toe beginning of that harasement until the tims I wasg, for want of a
better description, was seducad by the Justice Depariment - if 1 could bs seduced -
somewhere in there it bscame clsar that they wera rsally intsrested in thw one man, Jim

rrison, and in their minds they knsw I was the guy who counld get him,~

"ROow wher you say that when you went to work [or ithe government, wiat sort of
work did you 407" Hrs. James asked. ‘

"Well, it was, you sea, it’s, uh, entrapping pscple,"

“What people?”

"Tha pinbril opsrators.”

"ind who zige?®

*"And Jinm Gorrison,” ]

The interviswsr was rightly aghast. "Ars you saying,” she asgked, "you participated
ir a deliberats fraroup of Jim Garriscn and 2 whols bunch of pinball exzruzives at the
direction of the fsueral governmeni?® .

"Without 2 doubt, I'm saying that unequivocatiy... I insist tis$ I take a poly=
greph ... and I insist thst... in washington they take = polygraph tkat they were part and
parcel to the whol: farcs,® Is"";’ma@'nvz zny membar of tuz mnixon ;a;;-ladmiaist;u“‘:iog tsking
a lis detector wesi: Why, thet would tust the machine at the first turn of a kncb!)
¥rs, James thsn asksd Uervais if the govermment hed offersd or prumised him
anything. L .

"Do you think thet I would do everything that I did for nothing, for sbsclutely
nothing?" be replied. "I nevsr did enything for nothing ia my life."

(Intervigwer) "+ell, John ¥all, head of this strilk» force, gob up in open court
and said under ¢ath that the federal government had offersd wvou nothing, »romised you
rothing, given you nothing, Are yeu saying...”

"How in the ael) did I g3t {o Canada?”

"I don't now, Tell ms how you got herxs,"

"Thoy paid svery goddam nickel of it. Toat®s how I got here., 5o you thoink 1
would have paid fer it? I've got ths nost ridiculous;, the agfisst job in America.”

In subsz nent statemsnis - in particular 2 telephone intervidw wita the Van-
couver Sun, after '=aving Canads = Gevvais gave 8 1ot of fascinating details abcut‘the
cozy arrangemont ixcugh which ko was 10 be componested by the #1S Covarnment for nis
Judas services.
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At first, Gervais was given a % 22,000-a~ysar job with a "major" (unidentified)
US oil company, his assignment being to spy on the Canadian Government - with the ex-
plicit blessing of ths Justice Department in wWashington, In Gervais®’ own words, his
mission was "to infiltrate, worm my way in and find out why this company wasn't given
drilling rights like others," However, before long, officials in the "higher echelons”
of the o0il cempany backed down from the scheme cn the advice of legal counsel, leaving
the U.S. Justice Department, to use agein Cervais' own worde, "hopping mad."

Next, the US Govermnent procured for Gervais a real soft job with General liotors
{Canada) that paid % 18,000 a year, plus 2 4,000 thrown in for good measure by Justice.

"hey dictated to G in Deitroit and Detroit dictated ito Oshawa (G4's nsadquarters
in Canada} - that's the way Cervais himself put it. 'lhe job was arranged, according to
Gervais, while he and his famil ‘y "gort of made our way slowly across the country like
touricts heading for Vancouver. The Justice bepartment, wiich he said was sending him
enough money "to get by on," finally ordersd him t¢ Washington, U,C. whers he formally
changed his name to Paul Mason. In order to get around vapadian fmmigration rules,
Washington wmoreover put the squesze on Otiawa to provide Gervais with a phony "minisier’s
permit” allowing him to live and worlz in Canada frox Jsnuary 1972 until Jamary 1973,
On top of it all, Justice i=sued to Gervais a fnke biritn certificats for his scn, whe
was then under the required age cf =ix;to get fato tne vancouver school system. Did you
ever hear of a law-and-order goveramant eo dedlcatsd to official forgeries?

. Gervais and family then wers taken to ‘oronto by Gerald Shure, =za official of
the Justice Dopartment, and introdused to the rresident of G in Canada,

"dhy he wanted Yo sec me, I don't know.” Garvais commsntad. "I guess he Jjust
wanted to ses what this guy looked like who he nad bean told o hire. 1hay took me out
to the planit, introduced ma to others and put s ihrough s thres-week course. I learned
nothing in thai. I knowv as much about traffic (anagement ~(his officisl title was to
be "figld traffic manager™ - J.J.)a3 I know abuut operating a linctyps wachine., But it
vas all part of the payoff for the arffidavii. rhe Justice Dspariment had 4o give ue
money, and tbey had te knew whers I wa2s and wha! I was doing. So they gst the Canadian
government and GM to couperatc down ithe line," .

"It comes doun t¢ this,” Gervails concladsd this interview, "1've been working
at a fake job in Cansdn since January and living there since last Julj (_x.U becauge of
connivancs beiween the Justice Department, the Canadian geverament and ii."

¥hile pretending to worl for GF, uerveis lived in Tuawwassen, 2 suburt of
Vancouver, According itc the "States-Iiter' of May 25,1372, "Sensral Motors confirmed
that uexvais was an emoloys but refused 1¢ say how a0 had gotten the position.® well,
Gervais just told us how he gon it

the yencouver "Sun” added this titillating bit: One of two telephone numbars
Gervais was providsd with as he headed for Canada wae for ths home of Reg Klackumore,
an officer in the intelligence umii of the Reyel Csnadian rounied rolice, "If any
problem arose,” Gervals told the nswspapev, "I was supposad to et rold of him and he
would fix it." RCMP Commiseioner W.L.Higgitt replied to a query from tae "Sun": "This
is the kind of thing we don®t salk about,” Of coursa, not. It's rurs clook-and~dagger
stuff with a strong sm»ll of 2 UIA operatica,

In a latter pudblished bty the "Tiwms-vricayune” on May 23, Jiw Carrison commen-
ted on %his sordid business: "the Jusiice lspariment, at its very best, iz politicelly
oriented, Measured ail its highest leval, it is ccxzupt bsyond sy possib’s deseripticn,
There are fow pom. ticnl crimes which 4% has not committed. Therw is no offense which
- 4t will not commi%, no individual right which it will not violste, if a nolitical gain
2an be accomplishod, The business of the Justice Lepartment iz uajustico,®

For his pari, tervals on fay 26 had this 10 say: "The Jusiics Department
negds tu be investiszied more than snything slee. I uesd to think Garrison was psrancid
aboui the govornment, mi, boy, now I know he's right." You can say tuat again;brotser.

Rote: Because of ths importance of the foregoing, publicatica of the document coneyn-
ning Jackie Kennw:lv Onagais, annouinsed in the last issue of TL, haa to be postponsd
to the next or a lator issie., Sorry. :
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"When I came out, I just remember tnat souedody told me, ‘Turn io Jour right.
Bring towards the Colonial Room,®

Q> “"Zomeone told you to do tnat?
A. "Yes, somebody told me. I think it was dr, Une Timangan, "

It is absolutely scandslous, and it clearly betrays tne bad faith and complici-
iy of the Los Angeles authorities that Puiuto, faced with this extraordinarily significant
disclosurs, did not go on to probe its brewthtaking implications but blandly shifted to
another line of questioning,

One need not assume that Uno Timanscn, an ambasszdor executive and Uacker’s
superior, was in the plot to kill Kennedy and therefore purposely gave ihe order to lead
the senator's party through the pantry whers Sirhan lay in wai#, It sesms more likely
that the decision to change tne original plan vas mades for reasons ol eipediency, in order
to avoid the milling crowds and get on with the press conference that was to be held in
the Cclonial Room. In any event, however, it would nave been iie duty oY the pistrict
Attorney to {ind cut by whom znd for what reasous the decision was made that was to navs
sucn fateful consequences. But since it was obvicusly the purpose of tne aham investiga-
tion to avoid all contact with tne facts, it is hardly surprising that tne name of Lno
Timanson is also conspicuously missing from the Index of persons wito wers questioned by
tha Crand Jury. always the same mode ol procedurs: if a witness is apt to embarrass *he
perpetrators of ihe fraud, ne is eliminatsd a priori from the proceedings$

kost important, bowever, is the inescapable conclusion that Sirban, wuo lay
already in wait in the paniry before Timanson gave the order to Ciangs tae plans previous-
ly mads and te lead Kennedy to the Colonial Room by way of tne gitchen, instead of to the
downstairs balircom, could not possibly know , or have any reason to belisve, that Kennady
would come his way. Regardless of whether hs acted on nis own or was manipulated by others,
Sirnan was derinitely in the wrong place - a plaads nobedy could have any foreknowledge
the Senator was going to pass. . -

1t stands to reason, chersfore, that Sirhan was only @ ainor cog in a2 sophisti-
cated plot the key figure of which was to bas the gunman staliking Kennedy whichever way he
went. Sirhan‘s role was to be purely diversionary. In tas unlikely event that Kennady
should come his way, he was to create a noisy disturbance so all syes would be on nim and
the killer bshing Kennedy would be able to de tns Job witoout attraciing notice. It followe
further that otner hslpers must have bsen posied slsawhers along the route or routes
Kennedy was more likely to take, al} witn tine sage agsignment: to start firing wildly
from the front and thereby to focus zttention on themselves while tne grnman oedind Kennedy
placed th: "good" shots. That thers Were such other accomplices stationed tarougnout tne
hotel | havs already shownin the stove-cited coapter from "The Truth About tae Hobert Kenuedy
Assassination,” Yecker's sensational testimony ostore tine Grund Jury abent the last-minute
change in plans completsly corroborates this tneuis,

The woole thing was a diabolically clever plot wita only onc flaw: the congpi-
rators didn't make sure inat toe autopsy findings would be iept under wiens forever - the
way it wag dorns in the case of the John F. Kennedy assassination. The fortarigntness and
honesty of Dr. hoguchd, thwarted tneir plans and tne plot becames self=-exposing,

dobedy but the CIA could have conceived such a setup, or executed it with such
tatal impunity. ko private organization would havse had ihe pover to éOmpel tne District
Attorasy’s complicity to 4ne point of eliminating bsforehand a acst of key witnesses and
to falsify tioe snaterial svidence on aucn & scals, That Birhan himself was a CIA agent of
long standing I have ezsused in great detail in “The Truth Abous tae fobert Keunedy assassi~
nation" (Chaptex IZ, "Zirhan of the CIav). Undoubtedly Cesar also telonged to “"the firm,"

In the Lo3 sngales Stax of Jamuary b, 1972, Ivan Dryar, noted "Assassina.isn
houndup” eniumnist, repsrt : TeEearchers in wasnirgton will socon relcase docunsntation
that links Poe angeles bolice Intelligence with the CIa, inus giving a bmader perapective
to toe 8T caze, especiilly as it will be interpreted by many students of the Joan kennody
2ssassination and itg alleged CI4 iavolvement,” That Just atout clinclies “ne matter.

THE END
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