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Editorial: As a hardened war criminal, Butcher Nixon even outraniks adolf :litler.

Bow Garrison Was Framed (ctd. from TL IV/8)

Perghing Cervaig: Portrait of a false Friend

Under tha headline "The lcong checkered carzer of one Pershing CGervais," the
New Orleans States Item - a paper consistently oppoused to Di Jim Garriscn ever since
he launched his Kennedy assassinsticon inquiry snd therefore certainly not suspect of
partiality towards him in the case - on July 3, 1971, revealed a great dezl mors dame=
ging information about his accuges, Here ars a faw telltale excorpts from this sicyy:

"eoo Paradoxes and conrrud1nt10ns are nothing new to Gervais, They've followed
him threugi one of the zaniest carsers of any local public official in decades, and it
¥us usually Gervais who steood accuged of corrupt acts, althoush he was nsver cenvictaed
of wrongdoings (emphagic added = Jode )s

This is the very hallnark of the professional stoolplgeon@ being often accused
bt never convicted of criminal acts, In Gervais' case, the indicatiorns are clzar that
he became an FBI infermer in his @4“1" youth and staysd with the feds turoughoui his’
"long checkersd career,” a fact which Jim Garrison, deplorably, failzd to discern ia
time, The New Orleans paper goss on to report:

"At the age of 21, in 1940, Gervals w:e arrested on a charge of carrying
cancealed weaponsg - a blackjack and brass kmucldles, zccording to Civii Service fileso
There was appavently mo local court action taken aguicst aim. He was Geia for federal
authorities and later releasad:™ femnhaszs added - JoJ.)

'r

Carrying concealed wsnpons is a serdiocus federal offense which, in the normed
course of procesdings, would huve led to an indictuent, followed by certzin zonvicticn
and imprisonment, dhy, *tnen, was Cevvais, who had been caught red-banded by tiae pclice,
later relessed by the federa) authovities? The aagwer is, almesl inevitadbly, hscutse
the young ruffian made himsel{ aveilable to the FBI as an informer. That's the wey it

alwiys goes.

Jim Carrizcn
51 GRS,
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hiere the States—-Item is being a little ambigucus., Reading the first part of that
paragraph, one is apt to get the impression that Gervais was fired from the force becuuse
he slept with a woman not his wife - hardly a major offense, even for a policeman. The
subsequent lines,hovever, make it quite clear that this indiscretion was not the main
reason for Gervais' dismissal. Either the girl in question was & 'police character!
herself, or else tne couple lived in shady surroundings. The rsference to a "jewelry
business® suggests that Cervais was dealing in stolen goods on the side, for where. else
would a police detsctive get the funds from for operating a business that Tequires con-
siderable slarting capital - quite apart from an authorization by superiors.

The next paragraphs of the States-Item story must remain a bit obscure to anyone
without a solid knowledge of N.(., local politics (whica tuis writer,of course, does not
have) but they again cast Gervais in the role of inforwer:

"However, Gervais had provided the Orleans Parish Grard Jury with considerable
information against Scheuering during the cslsbrated police scandals of 195%, - ile appealed
his dismissal unsuccessfully before the Louisiane Supreme Court,” Then comes this item:

"In May, 1955, while cperating the bucket of Blood Bar on the wuterfront, Cervais
wag charged with allowing P=drinking and employing a convicied narcotics violator ag
a bartender, He claimed he did not own tie bar, and wus acquitted.” So ne did not own
the MBucket of Blood," but he opsrated it, what's the differsnce? Shady business throughout,

After that, Cervais was for several ysars a part-time investfgator for the Hetroe
politan Crime Commission, the paper goes on to report, This information is of particular
interest, because this Commission, and in particular its managing director, aaron i, Kohn,
subsequently did evarything in their power to hinder and damage Carrison's inguiry inte
the Kennedy assassination. They even went %0 far as 1o fry and get the Di disbarred bo-
cause of his alleged "unethical” pursuit of tiat investigation, Fo wonder Kohn and Gerveis
Wt it off well together, as this further quote iTom the 3tates—Item story shous:

"Kohn said this weelk he hired Gervuis because of his ‘undsrworld connectiocns’
and praised his work as 'reliable,” "

"Shortly after Jim Garrison's election to district attornsy in 19617, the story
continues, "he announced that he wag naming Gervais his chies investigator, Gervals,
Garrigon claimed, had been given a ‘complets clearance’ by the ¥CC. Koin later denied thiz.™

sarrison never made a worss false wove than whon be put his ofiicial trugt in
2 personal friend of long standing with such a conspicuously shady past = evern t.aen,
Whether or not the Crime Commission had given Cervais a "complete clearance” is really
oeside ihie point, The new Di, who sust have known what his old pal wis up 0, cught io
have used better judgment in the case,

As chief investigator in the DA's office, Gorvuin performed according tc his
old standards, In July, 1963, he was haled before a Crand Jury on charges of having
beaten up criminal nuspacts, but sgain was cleared, as he alvays has bteen. kow for
a couple of colorful items from the continuing States-Iten account of a truly zany and
checkered career:

oo

"During that 1963 summer, Tervals® mctivities had a2lso cropped up in the
nurder trial of William R. Livesay, charged in » French Quartsy barvoom death, Livesay
told the court he had apolkten with Gervais pricr to 'seiting up® ons men for 2 crimes
2gainst nature arrest snd also prior to commitiing a buvglars.” and -

had Deaten
& Yleyear-old girl with 2 rock in Front of the Gervais residence, levvais sald Wis wife
had been receiving anonymous phons calls that he had been Yreeping company? with the

. ‘I‘lo L1}

&

e

(to be contirued in the next issue)



New Light on the Robert Xennedy Furder Traud (ctd.,)

heutron activation is performed in an atomic nuclear reactor which bombards
the specimen with a beam of neutrons at 186,000 miles a second.The extraordinary sensi-
tivity of this method is demonstrated by the fact that British scientists in 1964 were
able to prove in this manner that Napoleon Honaparte had been poisoned in nis exile in
1821 at St, Helena, ‘they bombarded preserved strands of Kapoleon's hair with neutrons
in a nuclear accelerator, ‘e tests revealed arsenic in the nair, tnus proving conclu-
sively what had long been suspected but never before baen proved: that the ewperor died
of poisoning,

In the Kennedy assassination cases = both of them - neutron activation would
have been an invaluable help in getiing to the bottom of the facts. 1nat is precisely
why the use of this foolproof sciesntific methed was ruled out a priori, in both casee,
by the powers-that-be. tTuth wns not wanted; in fact, it was shunned like the plague.

Imagine the metal fragwent from Hobert Kennedy®s head being tested in this
manner: Do the irace metals Jbbe with, or differ from, those of the shoulder bulletr
In the former contingency, theevidence of Sirhan's puilt as killer is cvervhelming;
in the latter, he is exonsrcted of the actual murder, wnils still guilty, o coursse,
of azn assassinatiocn atteupt,

For the Los angsles authcrities to have shunted azside this invalusble fact-
finding method, jugeling instead the ballisticz tests in the above-demonstrated manner,
is equivalent to a tacit admiscion that they knew beforshand, or at least suspected,

wvhat tne results of tne nsutron activation analysisz would bs.

ur. Moguehi, for bis pait, has clearly given to understand that he suspects
the truth, At a seminar on the assassination of Sen. Rennedy and the trial of Sirhan,
held by the american acadeny = Forensic bcxence in tnicago, in taoe late spriang of
1969, he gave a paper on the autonsy details and zhowed pictures of the lesions and
alse presented the X-ray films. i# told the nudience thit neutron activaticn studias
nad been done and were available, but were not introduced in evidence,

Who autlborized these studies? Whers, by whom and under waat coudi‘ions were
they carried out? what were the results? Other pathologists wio attended the meetings

of the Academy wers unadie to ebizin details from the L.t Lo oroner, who clamnmed up
instantly when he noticed the interest his renarks had aroussd.,

br, Noguchi, a gentle, uwon-faced man of Jepanese descent, had reason to

be circumspaci, As a matter of fact, he had already ventures cut ‘oo far on a vary toin
limb, Shortly after ths end of the Sirhan trial (FMay 21, 1969} ~ at waich Dr, dogucad
was given & very briel hearing, smounting to scort snrift, =nd uis autopay Cepori was
practically ignored — the chis=f administrative officer of Los angeles County moved to
ougt the voromer from his job, izirrve (and, =s it turned nut, unfounded, cazrgas of
inganity, drug addiction and worse were levellsd agalngt him. Noguechi demuanded a nearing
which the vouniy Supervisors tried to hold in cumera, but public pressure forcel them
*¢ open the doors to the press. The cutcome of ihat hearing wus a3 sirange as had veen
the Supervisors® sttempt to cust Dr. Hogueni, whe ciarges agminegt nim alwost 1iterally
evaporited cne by cne, T '

¢

In the end, te was reiistaled,

dtat had happened? Simply this: Dr. Hogucni's :
swung = formidable club ovar the Supervisors’ nead. If hds c¢liant was nod clearsd and
relnstated, he intimaled to them, le would "iutroduce evidence relaiing to Taz Kenuedy
autopsyh” In other worde, no whe going to reveal key facta frnw the still cocrel antopny
report, That threat really scared iiem, Uspudy Usunty Council mariia : L oa
s st the Inlvoductics of such evidence

2ause

was quotad ia tha pressg az sayl
"inierunticna
prompily « 3t51 to drop the charges against bogucnd like a hot potato.

tto Lo coutinued in the next issue)
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reprecussione” < vihncever thit meant, Jn any svent, the Suparvisors
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TRILOGY OF FURDER: addendum tuba, vietnam, Uil etc, (ctd.)

It was, then, without the knowledge and against the will of President Kenuedy
thal the Cla during his administration made six unsuccesstul altempts to assassinale
Premier vastro by various means, ror the first of these venturss, which occurred even
before the Bay of Pigs and was to constitute the prelude to the planned invasion of
tuba, the CIi, according to Jack anderson, eunlisted the help of former rBl agent tobert
Maheu who many years later acquired z notoriety of a very spscial kind ag the Las Vegzs
manager of Howard ljughes' far-flung business ewmpire. The counection is noteworthy for
it suggests that the wexas billionsire tycoon nad somstidng to do with the CIa’s deler
mined assassination campaign against (astro which culminated in the pallas coup d'état.
#maheu, whe had handled other undercover assighments for the Ula befors, at the time
cloaked his activities in the guisc of a Washington public rsalations office.

Seady characters and outright criminals are the mainstay of the Cla"s Depart-
ment of vovert activities, alias Department oi Dirty iricks. .uite naturally, tnsrefors,
maheu, whom even Anderson credits witn “shadowy centacts,” recruited as tasitmaster of
murder assignments 2 convicted racketeer, Johm Hoselli, who had been an associate of
willie vioff's in the famcus million-dollar Hollywood labor shakedown of the fiftiea.

"The Cla =saigned two of ils most trusted operatives, Jilliam Harvey and
James “Big Jim®' O'Connell; to the hush-mush purder mission," anderson reports, "Using
phony names, they accompanied Hoselli on irips to Miwmi to lirs up tie assassinstion
teams,

Contrary <o ths p pular netion assiduously spresd by tnke mass madia and
the movies, CIA operatives are pgaldom heroes. More often than not they are furtive,
slinky, cowardly characiers who arrange thelr rxillings in the dark, with maximum pre-
cautions for their own safety, lUypically, therefore, the gang recruitzd by tue Cla

o

for the purpose of knocking off Castro tried its hand first at the most dastardly form

vl

of murder = poiscring. In the words »f Jack indersons

"For the first try, the (In furnished Roselli with specisl poiscn capsules
to slip into Casiro’s food, the poison was suppesed to take three days to act., oy the
time Castro died, nis system would throw off il Llraces of tue poison, &5 Lo would appear
to be the victim of nutural if mysterious ailmeat, Roselli arringed witn a Cuban, rela-
ted to oune of Castro’s chels, to nlpnt the deadly pellets in the diciator's food. Cn
Farcn 13, 1961, Roselii delivercd the capsules to nis contuct ut Eiasmi Beach's glamorous
rouiainebleau lotel, 4 couple qeeka later, just about the iignt tims for ine plot 1o
have been 2acried out, a report out of havana ssid Cavtro wus 1ll. It he recovered
befors the Bay of Pigs invoasion on april 17, 1961.7

So, you gee, the CIli, for alld its effaciiveness as an assassination mucoine,
even maragad to bungle peoisoning in this cuss. aud now it was in twe minds ibous whather
or not to repeat tae attempt, for the Cuban agent who had cueaked taes poison in%o Havana
had disappeared witiout trice, In the end, i} wis decided to try aguin with a more power-
ful dose, Severul waels after the Boy of Pigs, hoselli arr.n ea for triple-sirengtn

apsules to be slipped into Chstro'c food, "Bul oncs agadn, the plot feiled and the con-
spirators disappearsd,” Anderzon writes,

afber that, the columnist goes on to reperd, four mors att=xpus were nade
on C stre’s life, using ussresinntion teams equipped with highepowersa rifles, explo-
sives and twe-way radics {2s leter in the Dallas coup d'état - J.J.) In the dark of
LightRoselld delivered the teiww:z irn tuin powerboats to the Cupan shoras. dcwever,
Castrots securily men were on their guard. Fot ons of tne assassinablion teaus ever g0t
& shot at Camtro, nmithough the iast group reached a rooftop within range.
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Why did well-pliced sources inside tne CI4 slip <whese ousb=sush detalls

to the zoted columnist? . : . . .
v

(1o be continued in tine next issue)
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