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Dear Doctor Lat.tfmer‘,

Though | om inexcusably late in writing to thank you for your letter of
November 30 with the enclosed articles on your investigation of the
ossassination of President Kennedy and your engrossing and very
provocative. articles concerning President Lincoln; I am extremely grateful
to you for having written ond very appreciative of your comments. | was
quite familiar.with your article [rom Resident and Staff Physician, May,
1972, ‘having referred to it on every-occosion the Kennedy assossination
and the Connally injuries have been"discussed with me in recent years.
Yours is the most definitive study that has been carried out, and your
articles deserved-close scrutiny but-obviously did not receive it from the
recent House Assassinations® Comiitte& s Apparently that committee was
too m!ent-on :gnor?ngasohdasmd:es-whﬂe Ioakfng -for bny tangential item
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Your Ie&er ond:the arl’.'c‘les arrivedrin DeCember‘ wh:!e l was away atl'endmg

the Winter meeting of the AMA- House. of Delegates. - On' my return to Dallas
ond ofter reading your letter and reviewing your articles I was so grateful
for them that | wanted to. telephone you rather than write immediately. A
did _place @ call to your office on two occasions, but evidently the one

enswering your: pPhone did not.receive o clear call-back request. That "
still doesn't excuse my d:latory response, .however.

I do thenk you for your kind comments on the orticle in American Medical
News. The article oppeared in much better form than | hod expected. |
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must adnut that | was not overly receptive.to the call from the reporter late

on Monday afternoon demanding an interview right at that moment because

her, deadh'ne was due. | was reluctant in grantmg the interview because

my m.-nd was ¢ertainly on many other pressing matters at that time, fortunately
none relatmg to the anesthesiology service for. the urologists. | acceded

on the condition that the reporter would call. others who participated in

the resuscitotion ottempts for President Kennedy, Oswald, and the care of
Governor Connally. | can't say the reporter promised she would call, but

it certainly was my distinct impression that she would honor that request,
especially since I'gave her the names and telephone numbers for Drs. Mac
Perry, Charlie Boxter, Jim Duke, Jim Carrico, Dick Dulaney, Bob McClelland,
Kemp Clark, Tom Shires, and Bob Shaw. Perhaps | was so lengthy in this
part of the interview that she felt she had no time to follow my requests.
Consequently | was embarrossed that my first sight of the article was when

it was already published in the AM News without refcrence to others.

Haod | seen the article before its publication I think | would have caught my
quoted error in saying that part of the cerebellum was hanging out through
the large skull defect. In the notes | made in 1963 I did say I thought it was
a portion of the cerebellum, but | learned from your article that I was
mistaken. Obviously I should not have identified anything but brain
~ tissue hanging from the wound, for neither | nor any of the others in the
room made a detailed study of the head wound once we hod pronounced
_the Pres.-dent dead. Because_ of his shock of hair and where | was standing
~against. Mr. Kennedy's’head,: the head i injury was not apparert to others
parIiCJ‘paHng until I moved oside and called attention to it as o reason he
could not be resuscitated! 'l am sure Dr. Clark, the neurosurgeon,
.recogmzed the extent if the domage without further examination. But, in
truth, those of us participating in the attempted resuscitation discussed
it very little among ourselves in the immediate days following the event.
Remembrances grew increasingly painful in the {mmediate months following
_.the assassination because of the great numbers. of communications directed
to each of us, some of whlch were unpleasant and distasteful.
There was no doubt :q___)f m.'nd that the antertor wound in the neck was an
exif wound, and T feel I concurred in this with Moc Perry who enlarged it
to accept a lrocheostomy..lube.as I withdrew the endotracheal tube. Also,
A think Jim Carrico.ond Kemp Clark were of the opinion that this wos an exit
wound As Yyou know, the Parkland docror,s were rather roundly criticized
‘by many in the news reports for not tracmg out the pathways of the bullets.
As reflected in my notes made in 1963, | knew that the President had been
struck by two bullets. While using my right hond on the breathing bag to
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respire for the'patient, | used my left hand rather instinctively as
onesthesiologists do to feel for a temporal pulse, to feel-for a carotid pulse,
and lo position the head ond stabilize it better while the tracheostomy waos
being done.".'_if_ith an‘ggplgr@gﬂ'nggr'l also found the w_‘i_:’uhqr of entrance

There is a sidelight to this exploring finger reference which you may find

of interest. " You will recall the big commotion stirred by Mr. Garrison, the
District Attorney of New Orleans, who was trying to bring to trial conspirators
whom he named.* One of his statements which was repeatedly quoted was

that bullets entering the President's body came from more than one direction,

Robert N. McClellond, a member of the surgical staff who arrived in the
lroauma room after resuscitation efforts were well under way, asked me
what were the President's injuries. E vidently, just as | answered,
* . . . and a gunshot wound to his head,” I moved my left hand so os to
place my left middle finger on the President's temporal artery in feeling
‘ for a pulse. . Dr, M(:CIeIIand tells me he thought | moved my hand there
‘ ond with a finger indicated the site of a bullet entronce, and | believe he
| offered this in, testimon Y at some point. After | recounted this to the
\ representative from Mr. Garrison 's office I wos osked for no further
[ testimony. My memory may be faulty for this next statement, for I have
‘ not reviewed it, but somehow | think Mr. Garrison's approach to the
conspiracy took a different turn ot that point, or shortly theregfter,

.. Perhops -- a'doubtful perhops #- we would have exarminiéd the President's
| body more thoroughly, despite the pervoding end intimidating presence
of the large numbers of Secret Service, except for Mrs. Kennedy., She
came into the room again and leaned over to embrace the President's body
Iinmediately ofter he was declared dead. At this point the resuscitotion
‘ team oll left the room (e_xqept ! felt unable to leave until I hod removed

' 'faavé‘inffirigéd upon the persorial t}-agedy of that moment by carrying out
any morbid examinotion. | doubt that we would have even debated the
medical and legislative prerogative of doing so when Dr. Earl Rose, the
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County Medical Examiner, was b y this time both visibly and oudibly present
in the hq_{{w:ry, and by inference would conduct the post-mortem examination,
Dr, Lattimer, | realize I can't compensate for tardiness with verbosity,
though it seems | have tried. | should have explained further that | was
delayed in writing by preparing for o post-graduate course out of the
country in December and 9gain in January, which really didn't take aff

of my time, admittedly, but which with my other daily work made me think

I should put off writing you until | could compose an adequate letter,
However, it has turned out to be a spur-ofwa—@E—moment letter which
should be a better one. | do hope to meet You sometime in the future ond,

they are little more 'than anecdotal when compared with the truly scientific
studies which you have done on the assassination, *

. Sincerely, ) ;
!

M. T. Jenkins, M.D.
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