kfghtemng The inmates at D.C.
hgd a gun ‘and were holdlnz v

Hi‘s voice was’ heavy

“Mr, Claiborne, they bave thlmn““
Céliblock 1 and they are holding ni
of my men as hostages. THey want
tak to you. Can come down herg‘?"

"1 said it would L
to:drive there afid 1 wou
said: “Mr. Claiborne, we .on h
minutes. I'lL sendlisomeo:

I hurriedly dressgd

o ﬂ;ealcove'orsend vers] 1

_youre cnmingin”wnsthqrq
ber 'of metropolitan policemen

" 'ing that time the inmate eonting

" George Jackson. We remembet |
i nappened to Jonathan: Jacks

cand Fred Hampton. We re

tives into the rotunda to/negotiat”
“We're ' not ' coming oﬁt tlﬁq d‘

The inmates could .see & lay?,'

rda, some with shotgtns,
k pep:gr fog (tYPe of

ﬁardy orderad the polioe'w
then turned to -me and’ said

- want to go in?” i g B

“I'll go in,” I said.

The inner steel door wiis heavﬂ’y me-
ricaded with tables, chairs, fire extin-
guishers and other equipment and l;in
iimates removed enough;of the:
cade to allow the door "l:o be . op
#gbout a foot..One of the inmates :
ed at me and said, “All right, you firat”.

' 1 squeezed through the door #nd ;
climbed up on top of the barricade. 4&
.inmate. grabbed me by the wristk
pulled me in while several enco
me, saying, “You can make it, méin,
¢pme on, you can make it” . -

" "They led me up into'a dimly lighbed

way .Several inmates were shout-
at other' inmates, saying, “Don’f

irt him, man, don’t hurt him. If you

{urt anybody, don’t hurt him. We néed

him.” There were about 30 inmates’ in’

the corridor.

Several faced gﬁe up against a wall

- frisked me, and led me-down a dark
* corridor: about 50 feet.

. .Hardy had more t(ouble getﬂng

‘through the door because he’s larger

than T am and while they struggled to
Help him into ‘the cellblock and. éver

" tHe barricade, one inmate told e to

take out paper and pencil. He gave me
a lecture on revolution.

_ I'noticed that my notebook was one

T had hurriedly snatched from 'a desk

. &}am& -and: tlut my % yw

n tials su phone
Y thoug an inmatd standinz at my
side no%d the writing on the cover
ot the book; bt I glso thought that
didn't understand the mewn! 1t
hld to me -at that moment, I w

. seared.

'He sald, “This is & revaluﬂoaary

" Act, mahn, this 18 an act of rebellton

xgainst ‘the system; . This is an
‘respect, and for cus to’ be treat

* men and not as ammala in anlmalfvlike

cages »
It seemed to take ﬂve minutes to -
squeeze Hardy through the dod

talk. “We remémber what happeiiéd

brother. We ‘remember Mark'

what happened at’ ‘M:ﬂca after
gotiations.” =
‘The ‘inmate doing niost of 'MW

ing at that moment - extiemelgtisgl-
tated and said1heim DC €0 W
s of genoold




. death is' mnu zwen oyt every dny in
WM Pho

table and began hi ﬁ'g”" t Y .
figts. The editorial deald: wlth ret‘orms
instituted at the. Lortqn reformatory

L

that were negotiated. by inmates and .

Hardy and othexr €orrections officials. |

‘Why didn’t H; r-tWink of us. when
negotiated with on? This is stilt '
plantation,” :the: inmate, a: talliman

m his middle twenties demanded .He

kept slamming His fist on the table.

Inmates shouted several referepces

to Attica, one saying, “We feel totally
. that fea.r has g'ipped us bechuse of At

Another said “We only ‘have one al- -

-térnative, To die here or on the side-
“walk out front.”
“l‘lﬁ; is it, it’s all over,” hesaid. -
# At that point they breught Hardy
.down the corridotand seated himat's
. ﬁfble alongside Lt. Charles Wren, .
“viWWren, & guard, had apparently been .
‘peatén. There was blood on h noge
and ‘head. Seated opposite him were.
_two inmates, while still another stood
"% the. table; alternatély waving ggun

) at-Hardy ‘and me, or pointihg it Lt_

mm mg most of the talking
“I done accepted death, they're

_fae)when they open the

tried repeatedlyto begin He-
A onh on conr?l,}tiom at the jail. Bt

jey wefe not interested in\ negotiat-
They ‘had only one demand: frge
gei It was -a -one-way conVerstm;
Phiy - were tirking at' us, and
didn't seemto expect any respohse: -
~ ~Mmost a8 an ‘aside; ‘sevefal inmam
did _then of brutality, poer
conditions in the dining hall,

itorlead up to their single dem
mm m wed,’”one saldt,

1 had entéted e ;
mmggﬂOamAbomg,mn&-
“0OK, you go out there ’

tell them  whi ‘w@want.wggg [eep-

A% was stm‘ mm&m ot
ahead ag I syneezed through thé door.
‘Hardy's decision to go into Cellbloek
1 'had Heet made qulekly, with 4 s

inmates * yelled. out the -window *
e ‘inmatey—for the first time—said :

mﬁoammthmgs nutltmf

’he ut he mg:(:dso e.

N llue remove the tars and turn

self. He simply & Twas will oot the windovs o v
ing to go into the Saliblook with Bim ;F,’,';;:,’*ﬁw ol Al
and I said I was. But I knew the m-. Hardy atd m ot tisls
thates had a specific tise for me, and'. whale area Don'’t ks any
that was to convey to the authoriti mdther tricks on us” 'I‘hey frnd &

their .demand. for freedom and’
-terms under which they would
the jail. And they needed 'me to
thelr side of the story to the public
Hardy could have had no suc
'derstanding ‘But ‘we hadn’t- diseu
_the prospect of his being kept host
Throughout my 35 ‘minutes insjde
the cellblock the prisoners desperately
tried 'to convince me of their single-
mindness of purpose—not to negotiate
for better conditions inside the jail,
but 'simply to negotiate the method in
which they were to leave the jail. -

But , the announcement ' that- . dent, also 'acting: as a go-
planned to keep Hardy as a h talked to . the: mayor and

td
oy
took both Hardy and me by surprise. It - ; “The. mayor wants the!’l} o’ :
was made -almpst casually, an % ) ;W&ughl ?zdgers Baand thedfnI s ;
ctniuldx(xi’tatell Whether they had pludet window again bri:gyagnd t‘;e‘ fo the
it in advance. o s iniates ,
e Dot ssven ours | scind M § %‘i:"é""w"{,’ey“ﬁio"':,‘;’&? S
o ar_the inmates and: - 7 :
341 -administration, 'Our talks w e %‘:d “‘%"‘;j‘*“ m}n‘mg andfnme
conducted through a window overips frrig c!%i s arm and d o
gxg a courtyard and facing 19th s'j of police be removed from the

) a immediately.
Shortly after I left the cellblocl: U'

to tell prison authorities W-
xMayor ‘Walter E. Washin:z
in ‘15 minutes, L
At '7:15, inside the rotunda’ . tﬁqn
'Rebingon . received. a tel
“from insidé the cellblock. It W
ﬂudlngA g:‘oor someone  to . brlk
mayor ut that. time Chi
arrived: g!‘,
At. T30 a.m Gharles M. m
deputy cor;'ections -director, . ,
‘with the' mayor on'thé telepﬁm Mm
i¢h - Barry, D.C. School .

" -As soon as we. returned wmu-
»tu:ﬁda Chief Wllson $aid, “OK they're

eThe trouble 45 Wilsori e .,

they wated: the palice to come to;m
“tbey got a gun. I don’t qut the

window.

-Insp. Theadxgre z%%?:g wliov,f o
yntll Pelice erry V.-

sheye pui roie e ftc 2

\lcon'éctions people ought”to

) lng you to come tomwi,“
,fforder}ng you ‘to come “up, tﬁ th ®

Me the cars because ‘he didn’t ién
ﬂm the inmates’ next demand would

e next hour Hardy came to the -
window repeatedly, pleading that

Bghits- that were. shining’on th ull«

block windows. His voice quaverin ,he

said, “Turn those damn lights out‘

is Hardy Turn ‘those lights: off: New '

move that thing. out of the way,” he
4id, referring to a police truck xmﬁld :

on léth Streét. ‘

No one moved the truck; immedi- :
ately .and Hardy continued.to plead
threugh the window, begging the po-
lice to leave the area.

At one point he shouted, “Go home.
Go on, get that damn truck out, Come
on, clear the area. Move it. ‘Get away
from thig jall. Come oh, move that dé-
tail ;out of there. I've got a gun agaiust
‘my head, please move it,” he'pleaded..

At T am. the prlsomers began yeuing

f;'eedom?” the inmates
myself. ’

Qne mmate saxd “'.L‘his is

.w"



wa ‘are ashing
-sidewalk. 'I‘hey can kill us r&ght th,
Over and -over again the inmates.
"complained from the' window ahout
the negotxatlons at Lorton two weeks
ago, saying at one point, “Mr. Hardy
negotiated for the brothers at Lorton,
how about us? You read in the mﬁr
about niggers escaping, but you. dap't
know why. We have come to the o
clusion that we're going to die.”. ‘
At noon the inmates again caipe-‘ts
the window . and ‘shouted , for. me to:
ﬁ e talk to them, One of them &
Hardy was about to mkike a
mt ‘from the window to the, #ff
there would 'be no_reprisaliy .
fon t;hn against the ii&mates i

4 ;
rdy came., tb 4
ftirdpolice to. leage?%i i
, “I don’t want any:

74 got people here with lots of
.. They haye treate me dece
‘e ghid. “1 don't want any CDU (th
- Hoe  civil disturbane unit) in ‘he
M want that kind of actlon.l
m bloodshed.”

Qn

shouted “His head is. comlng aﬁ%,
bettér-believe that” = :
er inmates puiled Hardy away'l
the window and one of them threw
'white shirt saying that it 3
d to the injured guard, Lt U §
front was covered wi 3
. -The "inmates then shouted ot
window, “Get them out.of the ro-
a3, referring to the policey “¥You
, get those out of ﬂsé ro
o ] now ” X '
* Ihare were only a few policemon m_
nmu, da and they left. .

s eafly as noon, the inmat
me if T w:as“playmg triok
% ed to know

biought ‘the mnyor to- tihp

ler in the afternoon, it beca ne ol
vious that my effectiveness as a ga-be-
tween was lessening. They didnt, m
to néed me anymore, particularly after
the arrival of Julian ‘Topper—who/me-
gotiated dt Attica prxson—-—and m

Shirley- Chisholm ‘ e




