NOW “THAT a Jury of :her
peers hasg cléared An 1ela
vis of criminal charges,
-the .time has come to raise
ml guestions on a differ-
; Javel, Throughout the
mid, the Communists’ or-
‘tted. a “Free Angela!”
Mgn, arguing that she
was 8 “political prisoner.”
From /this we can gather
‘tm 8 Davis is a-woman
o ence, notably in the
Bovimt Union. Has the time
not:‘eome for her to exert
Her moral authority in be-
half of the dissident Soviet
intellectuals who have been
shipped off to labor eamps,
or, worse, tucked away in
mental institutions?

There 18 reason: to.be

hopeful On leaving the
courthouse, Miss Davis. an-

‘hounced that, she would de-.

vote herself to freeing

‘‘every pohtlcal prxsoner in-

the world.” This is a splen-
did objective, ‘one that 1
‘ghave. However, 1 have no
favorite “polmcal prison-
er8y As this column has re.

over the years. I have
prétested the actions of the
Republic of South Aﬁ‘ica,
the Republic of China; the
Greek military regime--as

well as the clumsy effertsof
the ‘United States to invoke -
the: conspiracy - statutes -

-agginst various an'uwar “hili-
tants.

DEED much to the an-
ce, of some California

readers who expressed.

themselves in sulphurous .

letters, I defended Miss

Davis' academic freedem at
"the time she was under &8
sault by the Regents. It was’

nothing ‘personal—I have

never known Miss Davis~
but was simply part and pats
cel of my.eonvictions about . .

the nature of academic free-
dom; convictions that led me
to defend in similar fashion

the rights. of a -classieist-.
Bircher at the University of
" Illinols some years earlier.,

The point of this is not to
award myselt a medsl, but

rnthertoiﬁdwﬁ!%hatﬁ ny .

judgment T have earned the
right to demand a few an-
swers ftom Angela Davis,
And right now I wanf to

hear from her on the sub-:

ject of Soviet oppression,
Take, for example, the use

'of mental institutions for
. penal functions. There is-a
‘bizarre logic ~béhind . this ~

practice:, Given the Maixist-

Leninist - theoretical - back-

ground, a man or clinical -

nut to dissent from woman
Jhe a “social-

was s opséd to 'ci')e,atev i

‘o 32.

A

“new man,” freed from thi
environmenital ‘torruption ol
capitalism. In the old days i~
you asked a dedicated Com-
munist how his society
would deal with prostitu:’
tion,. he would. reply. thatv
under Communism there.;
would be no prostitutes.or
juvenile delinquency or lar-
ceny or any of the other -

. characterological perver-

sions of capitalist soclety.

BY THIS. ‘standard one'
could easily argue t,l;ut any.
“revolutionary”. - i the..

“United States l@ob&rhﬂlly

deranged, Instead
into a courtroom pr ng

by the Gonstituttnn, Missg<

Davis eoum ‘have: . been’
broltl:lg%t ‘before: . a mml of
well-¢ osen ‘,
and packed tfpﬁ f# N
lum. Such has beenthn ﬂwe
numerous Soviet futellée-
1s.  How .does’ Ansm’
Davis feel about it?" A
Or - take the Soviet Jew&

‘whose crime is ‘that they

want to leavé Russia for Is”
réel, Probably Angela Davis-'
Has seen a good  many.
bumper stickers that grow}:;
“Amerfea: Love It or Leave.
1t” How does she feel about
the Soviet equivalent: “Rus-"
sia: Love it or- 18 Yeau*
Hard Labor”? -

As ‘I said, Miss Davxs”’
statement that she wants to
free “every 'political pris-
oner in’ the world” is most
encouraging. However, be-

fore any of us takes\it seri-

ously let us await Her re-:

plies to. ‘theae speciﬁc ques-.

tions.




