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Dear Steve,

Yeny thenks for toking the time to write me on your card. (For several
yenrs, vr juet heve not taken the time for the smenity of gards, much se we went
to, 88 I hope you'll understend).

While I welecme your comments, I do not sceegpt them ss completely
eandid, 1 do spprove snd =ppreciste the spirit I think dictsted them. And I teke
the time to go into 1t (ee I did before without response or apprecistion) in the
hope it cen have some mesning for you.

Unlike bTiru:e,, + have no guestion sbout four'purpese. 1 do sbout your
judgement snd performsnce. 1 hope you will step end think sbout it =s diepeseionotely
es it is piven mortsl to exsmine himself,

Negardless of intention, I think you heve been e dissster to the investi-
gotion, and I will explsin it. At the ssme time, I tell you I think the original
feult is not yours. Briefly, you heve bled it, led it down wrong paths snd beon
pert of may yeot and elready bas come close to ruining it and ¥#hk it all =o meny
of us heve suffared snd sacrificed so much for. As thebyesrs grow on you, this is
one of the things you will heve %o live with.

14 i® notwonly understsndable, it is right that young men want to mike
cut, make nemes end reputatione for themselves, 1 do not criticize you for thie,
not & bit. How you did seome of it is dubious. ou may recall thaet cn your request
I 414 defend you, try to esse things for you.

Hor ims it culpable teo be 1nquur1encod. e 811 begin that way and none
of us ever hes encugh or ever profits ss much ss he should (and should want to)
from his own miateskee snd those of cthers. "Hone™, pleses reslize, inclies ne,

I will not go into the entire Rose bit with you. I remind you only thet
when I hed resscn to heve doubts sbout him, I ssked you to get me s plcture end to
geyEnothing sbout 1t. You did not getkthe picture, you nmever 4id respond, end you
first of all told him sbout it. Now thers wss reel necd for thet plcture, and there
wos eniis resson to heve doubts about him, He hes acknowledged to me thet there
ware dubious thinge about himeelf thet he held out. Once 1 discovered them, he
took the initistive in confessing them, meking those to whom he spoke balieve it
gll origineted with him. The cost snd effect of his work hes yet te determined,
but if he csme u; with e single thing of my vslue, it is unknown to nme, Hde did
come up with eny number of thinge that'weuld hsve wrecked everything hed 9im used
them. It s in no wsy his feultx they wers not used.

Nor do 1 know of a single vAdble thing any of you worksd on out there.

Fasciets? Sure, you've gmot losds of them, snd they ere terrible people. But 1 heve
yet to hesr of & ejlusle one in eny solld way corzected with the esssssinetion or
the investipgotion “im should have bern conducting. 2s s recult, he was kept going
in eir les snd the vrong circlez. When be wse doing nothing in *ew Urleens, where
he iz about to fece his moment of truth, he wee levighing the money required for
it and the time he owed if on nonsense end worse. “ther things thet went slong
with thie I will spere you. How he 1s sbout to ge to e-urt mot repared, not he ing
corducted the investigotions he should heve, snd with 8 world walting for the
ravelstions he cannot and will not mekm beceuse they: ere irrelevant and fslse in
any event. lobody cam possibly live up to the sdvence billing. If it does not hsve
o nreiicteble spontsneous effect on the jury, is it seking too much to try ond
imagine whet defense counsel may be nble to do with 1it?




Those very few things I esked of you, you never did. The one important
sawer picture, the one I esked of you, you did not make. Instead you made plctures
thet are utterly im:isterisl, ss the most rudimentary lkmowledge of the estsblished
faet of the sssamsinstion would heve told you. The result wee effective prope-
genda, only becsuse Jim is luckier than most ‘but we mey yet have to foce it in
court), the ruin of whet could hsve been en importsnt port of the untold story, end
& number of ve:y decent people snd stalwart workers on our side quit,

1 could go on at zome length, but because my purpose® is not to berate
you but to open your eyes and mind snd rut yr2 in 2 pbelfion teo uidderstend the
posgible consecuences of what you hevwe been pert of - and this you will hewe to
1ive with = I think thie is en-ugh. mave for ons thing: you must lesrn thut the
wsy to help e men, pertbéulsrly sn egocentric men of some genius, is not to
whim spd ceter to him end his venity, not to be an epologist and e lickspittle,
but td exerciee yocur own indepsndent judgement, nu# give end tell him whet you
know he wants to hesre Ip telling you this, I went you to know thet 1 hsve
resd ¢ pumber of y-ur memos, sside from thet awful one on the Zeyruder film
\vhere, srmed only with the most profound ignorsnce, you underfock to explein to
him whet he did not know -and were eccmpletely mng’.

You kid youself if vou believe what you sey in seying this:"I lkmow I
prevented s dlssster by meking sure to see that film - becsuse by doing thet I
hove prevented the film by being shown in the very dengerous stete it wes in. I
did thet end cut off s1ll zessocietion with Lemerre as Ixhave promieed”.

Ag you know, I hsve from the first tmen mors then skepticel of the®
entire operation. Wemdiscussed this st some lengthm in Cherlie Brown's ti® end of
Detober. fou Fere still sold on 1%. 1 know the bock is e phoney. I reed purt of it
loot suarer. ou esnnot know sndything et ell siout the subject and trust this -
book. Could I expect rore of the movie? Especislly when its failure io spresr
coinclded with other things of which you had no knowledge?

Recall thet I offsred to cheuffeur you snd ‘omarre arcund, Femember I
wea 8 bit late? Hememte r I mede bad turns? From this you will certainly recell
thet I got you to the office much ten lute to show 1t end catch your plame. You
would not heve shown 1t in eny event, for once I knew they have the Zepruder film
in 1t (and I do not for one minute bedleve the story of how they got 1t), hed I
gotten you there on time the office wuld heve prevented 1ts showing. Without Jim
thers, IR doubt sny member of the staff would heve permitted it. Are you nov aware

of the pnuihil!.ﬂ.m?ﬁ just this: the stolen Zspruder film, of waich Jim has the
only known @mofficisl ¥, 1s in 1t? How could they hevex gotten 1t7 From LIFE?
TBI? Secret Service? CIA? Do you think thet when LIFE had ® year sgo peid Zspruder
s helf million dollsrs for the right not to show it myone in eny respomsible
nosition wne going to glve 1% eway 1f he hed e copy?

The reslity i= thet you did not prevent & disester by meldng sure %
gee the film, It hes yet to be lesrped whether your esssocistion with itw will yet
be s disester. More, there is nothing thet cen be dome to thst film to make 1t
anything but dengerous. I sm willing to sssume, from whsi you sey, that you are
responsible for certain chenges in 1t. Thet csnnot possibly be enough. 1 heve to
be persusded it iz less then sn encrmcus trap for ua.

In the course of al} of this, how much office money did you spend? “hat
is thers to she- for it thet “im cen teke to court, now thst he will beZX there,
=t long lest? Hot 2 single thing. Now ssk youself whet could have been done with
just the money slone that you zo happily pissed away., Supposs some of that could
hove been spent in “ew Yrlesns(ss 1007 of 1%t should hsve besn)? Can you begin to
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could not poamibly beer fruit, 1 wse going deeper in debt to try snd do smmnme of
this work, sbandoning my own work in order tec bs sble to, ani even paying my own
expenses,. fhile you were living 1t up I spent two weeks in New Urleans, with so
little money that in this neried I hed btut four meals, esch se ® guest. 1 begon
the day with » gless of powdered sicim milk, had e 19¢ hsmburger for the evening
mesl, and rerely had more, Therew was e bonus. I los§ 15 pound/I had to. But
thie 12 only » semple of whet you heve cost. Thet money spent in “‘ew Crleans
fould heve yielded much of the still-missing informmtion. The lesds nre visble,
meny, 1f not most, slresdy developed an! suthenticated, =nd no one to do 1t and
no money to pay for itd And did you get good movie fontage you e=n use for your
own purposes? You brought mothing beck but e potentisl dissster.

Here egain I do not exhoust the possidilities, Vor exemple, 1 coudd
go inte how you spent your time in Dalles, end what it.cost, snd what could heve
bteen done there, However, my purpose is not to ebuse you, o I do not.

Thie cannot be plessent for you. It is not for me. I could let it go,
1 ceuld send you £ polits thanks for the card, #pd I heve other thinge to do with
the time, 5 muny things I do not hsve time for, sside from s few moments for a
personsl 1ife, “hy, then, do I tske the time for whet cennot be plesssnt for both
of us? Simply becsuse you ere mot, in my belief, whet Vince secused you of. Yéu
!mow end understend considersbly less the you think, but I dc not o neider you !
tils or o erooks I think you sre s rice guy who ie 2imply over his depth, However, _ .
you ere not 8 campletemfopl, 1 am setisfied you slao want the truth, snd pu are
going to hove this history to live with snd survive. Therefore, I write you =o
you cen begin to be honest vith yourself, not half-honest, ss you were in this
cerd. You must begin by freing the reality of this swful period s pur pert in
it. If whst con eventuaste does, you will bae better sble to fgee it end liw with
yourself, Even if 1% does not, se you grow older, unless you 2re corrupt lend I m
nei ther think this nor imply 1t) you will heve the grestest difficulty retitmslizing
this record. Mace 1t nowk try en! understsnd it, end do whst you still can to
undo whst mey be undone. Tne Warrem om+iseionk hed no monoroly on error. I am not
=nd hove not been irume, However, 1 hEed certsin sdventsges you did not: more years
from which to profit end & beckground from which to benefit. Honetheless, 1 eldo
heve erred, as who c¢ennot snd hee not?®

"But you sbould know the whole story before you judge", you concludes

If there is enything I ehould know end do not, I encoursge yu to put

it 811 on peper, snd imwedistely. Forgét about eelf-justification. That ie nesningless
and self-pitying. It sometimes ecomlprts, but the confort ie indheed and unreal.
“ive me what fect you csn. About Leamsrre end his assoclstes, get it sll dowm, in
the most elaborete deteil poesible. ¥hp. “'here. Assume nothing to be innocent,
and let the checking out determine. PMlease lesve nothing cut. Giwe whet deseriptions
vhers possible, and do not loed it. Uo not ssy how extremely importent thinge are,

Just msy what the things sre....I think you owe this, I think we need it im-ed-
istely to prepare for smything that might renuire prepsration. I elso think you
vory much owe it to yourself,

Steve, 1 heve not cushione! thie 6s such ss perhaps you'd like, but
if I 4id I'd not be honest end I'd not be scting in your interest es I see it, I
reslly do think you hsve to fece those meny things thet ahould not have been (here
1 remind you of Brochears) und what msy flow from them, Imsgine whst can be dome
in court with some of these things ami y~u earrying Gar:ison's credentisle., I'lesss
do 1%, imuedlstely, thoroughly, end sccurstely, without the seles stuff you
goeve Jim. Let xe remind you, if it has not devmed on you, thst in thinking snd
writing this way you elso condiition yourself and your own thinking..e.As sn older
men whe hse too-often eveded, I tell you tiere i: but one proper wey of mdiressing



