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Fr, Steve Jaffe

10853 Weyburm

Weatwood, (alif or

Westwood Villuge, Los Angeles, Ca.

Doar Stove,

The laot $ive I was in L.A., was the lpst time we spoke, then by phons, On that
tri> I left on alection day 1968, for Hewd Srlsans and quite & n experience, even for
lewf/ Orleans. Thera is not much probaMlity of ny being there soom, not oaly bogauso
1 can't afford unnsoess,ry travel but because it is not as eesy for we as it was, I had
a heavy phlebitls last ysav. Jefore I was hospitalimed in Cotober the damage was
extansive aud permanent.

I'Vy adapted feirly well. I stlll work a long day, %revel when X must and
function with sowe effeciency and suctesz. I{ husu't improved my typdnge 1 bave %o
kesp ny legs horizoutal whea I type but 1'm protty flexible for 6.

Had & big success in court yesterday when ws turned the appeals court around
on the firat oase wnder the smended FPOLA Act, the [iret pf the four based on which
Congrens smended the law. In these vurdous recent sotions 1've forced the early
retiremants of 4the key FEI sgonts so the governnent eould claim thsy are not mploma
and con't yeapond under my dlscovery efforts, Well, 4is courd $thet hed iniilally ruled
agninst ze elsarly ludieated it {s going to require these former ageats, those who do
haved fireb-pergon inowledge, to glvre teatimomy.

mra..lol.ing this ou the distrlcet courd level lust wask a .tuderal dudge held
that the Uli also bad o respud wnder dlscovery or he'd fill hic witussn roun wilh
thess anvi have thom featify iu public.

This i3 not enly %o Andicate that desplis the phlobitds I osn and def fungtion.
I've hesxd that you have become suscsesful 4n public relstions end asswis that you have
your old interesta and witk the sccwaulation of more years and experdence have also
maturad, From this you may hove learmed more about the cheap shots that alwsys load
to wore nesses. Whan it becams apparent $o mo that this would bo the reault I had %o
ghift ry approach, I've sued the governmont néme timeg,lost once and it turnedm out
4o be zy biggest succoss bocause of ite influemce on the Congrees in amending the law.

It may yet turn out that despdie the enormous odds T will do in coprt what the
publicity hounds and self-promoters mads iupossible. To a very largs degree thie 1o due
%0 a great young lawyer who cut his aye tecth eross examining FPevey Forsmen. Together
we have turned much arouwad.

(ne aspect of all this around is the veasan I write, I've heard you
have become friends with Hugh mwmmtmmuasnwwﬁﬁ-aexparimn
withmpeoplemnwbnytmmumdmltinmuoumaspammhamt.
I'11 %91l you the story so you can, if you see £if, tell him, If you want nore call me
and by ell mesns tape it for him if you'd like, He is golnz to lmow 3% all in the -nd
anyway because the way it now is I'1l be sulng them anyway.

I have bsen Janes Barl Ray's unpaid investigator. 1% is my lavesiigation aund
sbalyses end this young lawyer's lsgal work that did all that has been done on this ease,
You vay not be fauiiiar with it but we've even established new principles of law. We finally
got an evidentlevy hearing, in October 1974. Atk it a Flayboy writer approached ms for
help on an inposseivdlity. I suggested a reformulation that for a0 sengdbls reason Bed
Pensterwald blocked and snother that this writer, Jim MoKinley, told me Playboy would not
go for. In the courss of this it was nocessary for 'me to deal with him on a busis of



confidenca. The most obvious of the scversl reasons is my relationship with Ray end
the fect that in 4t I wac under what is called a “protective order” of the court. ke
agresd to this confidenticlity and I %old hiw what he had to kuow %o do what he had
to do with and for Playboy, vith the clear widerstanding that none of it wes for any
nas o any vay.

When Playboy éid not go for the substitute proposal i made he then offered the
aneiliayy rights to what ia now my most recant book, Fost lortem. He caws here with
ths then erticles editor, Gecfirey lorman. On the wey they stopoed off and checied ne
out with Woodward and Bernstein, both of whom kmow me, They left with a xerox edition
of the couvyrighted work. “onths vassed, Finally Mefinley told me that Noruen had gone
for it, the others at Flayboy bad, tinmt £t had Leon approved through all the bureav-
crucy, ibcluding the Bunny (luba, but that Hefner, personally, had nixxed i%.

56y T wss Yold, the oditorinlﬁ gy had kdcked the thing ercund and had
comd up with its own substdtute for there had bsen approval all the ways o
defintive atudy on viclence in Amerios. L1t had also been decdded to ask me %o be their
conguitent. It bappens that ry eurlisst investigating, for the Sanate, rado pe an
anthentlo expert on that subject.l had two later interests, one for Playboy, on which
they behavad bedly but I perfommed well. I obtainol for them all the secret insids
atuff of the dnutemen, 1 had a network divechor =4 g source. They never used it ond
never paid me for the works Not even ny supenses, When they cewe up with thls new
4dez I armacged for the laxyer who hed nesded 1t o get it {nto the hands of a frisnd
ia Ohbcage whers it could be available to Pluyboy for $his seriese] hed alzo researched
two diffarent boolka on the suhjaok.

Heanwhile, they did not peturn Fost Mortem, I nesded it. Eventually thay paid
ma the cust of the xemcxing Wit they never returped the worke Instsad they atole what
they wanteds ldberallye If you resscber the way I keap records you'll bLalleve I have
the records. }t is sll in corryspondence,

And instosd of Viclence ia imerice they ked this disgueting crep, this defscation
of Hofnor, this icissing of tha asoza of all Wls of flaisl epanisg presented as Flayhoy's
own original work in that so-called assassinstion serises Bven whon they called on ms
to ba their conoaltant ther naver $01d me the nature of this rothen Lueinsss on which
thoy hed sturted, That 4t was sutirely misrepresentsd is imsaterdal buf 1% ie factuale

1 don'i see the maganine but they did, beglunlog with the first J¥k piece, send
ms the copy for ae to go over for theuw. Tooy alezo borrowed uaterials they did mot retum.
I have pocantly Blled them for 4%, only after failurs %0 get 1t also back after meny
requasts. The copy ca all pecea waa terriile in every way, from content to atyle. 1
we3 lowegrads higheachocl Journalist. 1% was algg sericusly aud dangercusly faulted in
whays that sould have cost Playboy heavilye These ranged from wholesale larcey to the
needless picidog of a figat with Marcello et ale When I saw what it was I suggested that
we both tape all our many long phons confereaces, s to backstop them because their
women ressarchers did not kmew how to use tape recorders, thoy so those avove the
researchars and He*inley bota would lmow precisely what their consultant said about
tecihnical and detailed matters. These tapes are also explicit on the ways in which %
tried to keep Slayboy end “efner out of the potentially sericus and costly trouble. It
i3 5ot a question of doctrine. That ia an editorial matter. Hy only qusstions about
that had %o do with what they were doing %o Hefnsr's repufation with this xind of rot.

Yhen I =aw the second JPK pisce I was ghook. Thay bad, literslly, stclan vhat
they wanted out of Post tortem aftor rejecting a norpal use of the ancillary rights,
tha work they had claimed o have lost. I had finally been able to print the book and
was taying t0 well these rights. fhat is norual, necessary to a



1 asked then to rmyom remove my work. They claimed it was too lute, that they
ware alresdy past dealine., They did promise to credit the book in a box. it never hap-
pened. By this time they had also bought the printed version fron me and gtole what it
had added=to the Xorox elition.

I nover could get through to anyone in authority until after the issue went %o
press. They 1 had a conversation with Larry Gonsales. I was to,d he ia artlcles editore
He actually told me that aco.xding to their lawyers ther: is no such thing as plagiariem,
that onoe anything 1s published it bocomes public dousnine Tila may be Playboy's way, aa
fram this serdes I can believe, but it is legal karbega.

Because T don't want %o go to court ifl cen avoid 1t I said I'd forget 4t for
$2,000 spd the understanding that thay would not again use any of my work. Congales
agreed. loter wrote me a letter describing Playboy's plessuye at what he said they
ail £ to be very reasonable,

s aleo wehs wrote me an effort to extend this into a licenss to stenl all wy
work on the King sseassination., I replied immediately and to the ocontrery by certified
nadl. I specifically forbad any use of any of my King work.

Then I get the King piece and the thievery is again extensive and tids time
even more hurtful to me. Hore I do not give you details ouly because if you ave
eotive ag 1've heard it mdight give you a2 conflict of interest and leed to problems we
oight both want to avoids I tell you I have a project well advanced in which I have
invested an enormous amount of time and effort. 1t has this much promise: I refused
to sell any of the rights un that work wee completed,
hell

This time I also raised « Fioelly 1 hoard from one “conard Ruvin, who sadd
he is Playboy's house counsels “e agreed that my work would be eliminated. I asimd
for proofs to protect them and me and those were refused on the allegation that it

is never done. When I have the originsl copy? I'm their consulfant? I was suspicious
so I asked moaniggful assurancea, saying that without them I'd go to court and seel an
injunction. I had begun the initial steps when I was given what was represented as
these assurances. Une I recedved them I could not seak an injunction.

Then the lssus appeared, leaded with overt thefd. There were a few chunges.
mdrmwmmm.m'mwnﬂasemmmmm.'
things like that, Even ptenling firom what ie uniquely in ¥yane-Up and came from mo
other sourse. + have both the original copy end the printed magasine. I've not made a
word=for-word comparison but for all practical purpvsas there wers no changes except,
parhaps, for thds lkind of juwenile effeort to hide and deceive.

llamember, I have virtually all of this on tape. Where I do not, as for cme
ezanTle a delibarately deocapiive eall from Holinley the Satwrdey night prior to the
na.u.tnso!'thmmhu!tvlhﬂwaﬂmmuh.MdmuKnMMhem
bere and wes on the phono becaupe ohe snswered it and just cantinued in the converse-
um%wMowmatle.mmmuMmmmmnhﬂu
over his obj ctions, sssured me this King plece would be different and promised to mail
me a 3erox of the draft when he mgiled it to

What will mels this and nore for which there 48 no present need to take
much more powerful in court is that prior to this theft from me I pinpointed reclly
oxtensivoe stealing fror others as part of my responedbility to protect Flayboy.

I have written Playboy aince the issus appeaved. I've had po answer. I don't
imow what Hefner knows. I know little about him except that he has the right enemfes
and peems %0 be a man of decent concern. les, he also seems to have more than a fair



shsre of dumdums working for hiz to wreak what he budlt and get him inte unnecessary
frouble. They are algo people who have no capacity for learning. 1'll toll you a 1ittle
story of the past onkx this.

They had an interview with Hark after Zush to Judgement appeared. They had lots
@2 trouble witk ke iuterview, with ha ar both, They solicited me %o ¢lobbar hiu, I
declinods But as a vesult of thet thelr nansging editor was to have come o wisdt me
el g0 over ihe new work of which he then Jnew. lamesbor, 1 did four books by the time
Sylvia's and Tink's appeared, So then they get into the Carrieon interviow, with eo
meny of their people knowing me, They do no chocidng and what Novel cost them I can
only inagine.

The pecple with whom 1've dealt are the kind who guarantee trouble. They are
also needlessly extravagant. Haybo with sirin thay kpow their business, That ip o buale
neas I know nothing about. But with serisua non-fiction they ave doven end feolss ind
what wasters of money!

I feel I ows Hefner some indling of what 136s ahesd on this. I don't know 4f
he lmous or if he cares. I'd prefer to balieve tha
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Theve is no point &n txying.to inform Befrer through his Chicago BuresuCTRAY,
Those dolis bave even protended to bave received lotters late whan I have the reeeipts
of certilied wail showing when they reosived them. They have every inturest;, T believe,
in his not knowing. lowever he reacts, I do think he shouid kiow. *his da why 1 write
jou, to get the information %o him snd to enable kim to learn whatsver elss he way
want to ko,

md see in the magazine real poseibilitdes of a swit by

: i encourage hdm to but what am I %o do,
as I told fiayboy an reading the vomy, if he furns to me for help? I told Flayboy he
with tids idand of thing partoculerly in mind. It has since
happened, What an I 5 do 1f I an aaled for ay recordsf Or if I do ot give them voluntarily
if I az subpospand for thee?

swmuamwwmmw‘amtumutmmmwnmym
cal you isegine the amount of mgney it can comd then? Suppose they lose?

¥his is all aboolutely insame, There was no need for any of i%. It has to be
rainond.
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Sincerely,

Hurold Weisberg



