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St e,

Harold Weisberg
Rt. ‘3. Frederick, Md. 21701
11/28/75

Hon. Maynard Jackson, Mayor
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Mr. Jackson,

You ers the symbol, not the butt, of this letter. But plesse aloo understand
that my anger end disappointment are addressed to 1l black leaders who professed love
of Dy, Hartin Luther King,Jr. and either were snd remained silent or used his death
for promoting themselves. Like right now.

My August 2 letter to you received a five-line response from Hr, Eaves. My
answer %o him is without response. -

I have done sll the investigating of the case that is represented in the
defense of Jauwes Harl Ray and have participated in the legal work that has the case
back in court at just the time the gurremt jackassery cam hurt moat. It ia a matter
of sworn record that hed it sot been for me the vase would mot have gotlen back before
courts. Most of the legal work has been by a young lawyer who has yet to take his
case beiere a jury. leither of us bes any regular incoume. Not a single black
at any tiue lifted a finger %o help. A% any time, in any way. Most of #11 those who
andhnvoba;:lmﬁutinthoumhmmwiﬁxthulm-tniahtmd.gainﬂﬂ.n
gaw on TV,

Your police have established independently what 1 decided five years ago is
worse than worthless, yet your Comnissioner of Public Safety has not seen fit fo
reply to my inquiry, did his men learn anything of value in the course of malking publie
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_ foela of you, ihemsolves and the ontire black administration of Atlanta? If they did

and 1f any of you has a genuine interest in solving the crime, is there anything more
obvious that consulting with the ome investigntor on the case or withix the one lawyer

doing all the legal work?

In all these years I have done what work was possible without subsidy or income
I have made many approaches to blacks in whom I'd a$ least find mome interest. Only one
in public life, Congressman, Uonyera, expressed any interest. The black osucus would
not even %alk to me when Mr, Conyers sent mwo to its secretary. As for the others vhere
1 tried persopally, I never got past the palsce Juard of any.

I apyroached thess vavicus black eminmences mot for personal gain, which is
impossible in a project like this (and has been finameially ruinous to me and this
youngk lawyer) but for help on ths case, Those who prsyed so Joudly ebout their love
for the martyr, whether in » Atlanta, Chicegse, St. Louis or elsevhere, without
exception were without res « The firgt result 1s thet I, s honiy withont mesns or
even the mesns of innercity trensportation, went to Memphis for {nvestigation, which
required access to blacks and a means of getting arcund, entirely alons snd when feelings
ran high. It was ndt without danger but it was entirely without black love or help. I also
wanted to speek to some of the King party, beced cn what 1 learned in my investigation
snd with the thought that they could be witnesses without knowing the significance of
that to which they might testify, The approeches to Dr. Aberaathy must total a dozen,
dimétly and through members of his staff. Hs im but one, The same is true of Jesse Hackson.
Mra. King's secretary wrote that thore would be m responze from her lawyers. It ncver
cams. I went to New York to see them and saw nobody.



I knov what some of the suppressed evidence is and have been fighting to get it
pince 1969, We are at the pydmt of f£iling under 5 U.3.0.552 for it ia federal distriot
oomuinmmmmdvoﬂdhnnhmmnmmrarthmud‘thtcm.
(0an you imagine the cost of filing an appeal almost a thousand pages long or the time
umumummmummoztmxmnlzmummmrlqh
admec more at tuls than the non-new disolosures about J. Bdgar
one fact in them I did not publish years ago, that Hoover is responsible for the
propagands that, in effect, set Dr. up. (Here is where your Mr, Baves ocould be
soze help 1f you or he have the disposition.) What Levi lacked these self=promotere
bave supzlied by way of a feigned defense sgalust the sult for the evidence that will
be filed defore you can get this, He will pretend to bow to this pressure, order a new
"inveatigation" and them clain the leweenforcement purpose exemption of the act,

And thenm the two of us honiele=, without incame, will have this added burden te
bear and, souehow, to try to overcome, The evidenoe then hss a better chance of staying
suppressed, the corime unanlved,

I do oot believe or suggest that you control the black leadsrehip or that
alone you ean prevent all thiz public indesency. But I do believe that with the
willingness you can help. To this point the record shows unwillingness. By letters
of the past should have had more and other response.

You, Mr. Baves and others who have teken %he iime for the cheap publicity might
take a little time to learn some fact. Here or there. If you, any of you, give a dman
about the man for whom I had euch great edmiration or for maldng an effort to end these
muumwmwrimmmmmuﬁmuﬂmam.

Difficult as 1t wae for me %o travel before it is more so nowe I have phlehitis.
But when there is purpose I travel. My lecture bureav arvenged a debaste with David Belin
for a week ago Wednesday at Xails Vonderoilt University in Nashville. By that weekend
hmw.tw&wﬂmhrhtlmtommmthanfmodenhil.
Belin is Ford'e man, You may hage noticed the o in ¥ord's position. (Belin just
finished my new book and the "new" evidence in it. This is ndt the kind of spesch
that cau coapete with the pavenois all the ripoff artists of both colors are so well
paid to deliverandinfnmnfbodyandltmightoeﬂm the bookdngs of which this wes
the first. But 1% ie {he wvay work and in this case it peid the expenses of spending
some time with Ray, who is jalled in Nashville. By the time 1t was over I need help
bnte aud off the plane. Butﬂapupouhtohennnd,xmmm.ﬂyou
have the slightest interest innhelping solve the crime, which I beldieve can be done
thoough the Ray defemse only today.

I regret that this public indecency und desecretatioa of Dr. King's memory may
interfere with my continuing efforts to force out of FBI files what remains hidden in
them, I% knows ma well. recently cartified to a federsl court, for all the world as
Shough it were an answer to uy charge (proven) of FEI perjury that I could make and prove
such charges ad infinitin because 1 know mone about the JVK assasgination than anyons
in the FHI. Inmtalwthatloud»tdt&ngmdnlf-mﬁngblamhnw not only
not helped but at every crucial point have refused to or have hurt.

Iampa-epnredtomwhstlmuﬂutlmuthwefu.ncmintenstmd
willingness to help but not without prior evidence of good faith and seme meaningful
demonstration of genulnemess. If you came %o Washington I an an hour avay. I can't got
to Atlanta unloss soue group books an appearance. And I will not talk to any who can
not kesp confidences. The potentiz)l consequences are too sczious.

;‘
g
bt

Sincerely,

Hy apo,ogies for the typing errors. Harold Weisberg
The amount of work I can do daily is limited,
That under these wedical conditions I write you at all I hope ybu will take me seriousness.



