AIRPLANE FROM US.
DOWNED OVER CUBA

—

b
r i’l ot Reported Caught
After Arms Drop

By FENTON WHEELER

HAVANA (AP) — The Interi-
or Ministry belatedly announced
Thursday it shot down a small
plane and captured its ex-para-
trooper U.S. pilot Dec. 29 after
he dropped some arms over
central Cuba.

He was identified as Everett
Jackson, 27, of Los Angeles,
who had been living in Miami,
.Fla. The ministry said he ad-
mitted trying “to infiltrate na-
tional territory.”

There was no mention of a
second American. Rudy Wan-
deron, Port Authority supervi- i
sor at Homestead, Fla., airport, §
said Jackson and another man
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were aboard the last time the EVERETT D. JACKSON

plane left there. He said hoth Shot down in Cuba,

men wore parachutes,

e

~In Miami, a man r.iescribedi
by others as Jackson's closest
friend said the pilot “went
alone. 1 can't prove it, but I’
know it. T would have known|
if any one had gone with
hhn.”

“We talked about it (the
trip) and he told me he was
going to ditch affer he
dropped the supplies. He
didn’t plan to use the plane
on the trip back,” the man—
who asked not to be identi-
fied — told The  Associated
- Press, :

The friend said Jackson wa
a devout foe of communisn
and last summer spent a mont!
in Guatemala, financed hy th
friend, studying the Guatemal
an army’s -anti-guerrilla tac
tics. The man said Jacksor
hoped to write some maga
zine articles about the Cenfra
American country’s tactics, bul
could attract no buyers.

GEAR DROPPED

The ministry announcement
said Jackson dropped packages,
by parachute and a haversack:
containing an M1 carbine, two
hundred rounds of ammunition
for the carbine, two cameras
and a telephoto lens, a telescop-
ic sight for the carbine and a
note book.’

Cuban antiaireraft guns

opened up on the plane over the
central Cuban city of Rancho
Velez and it fell on Falcon Key,
on the north coast in the prov-
ince of Las Villas, the ministry
said.

“The pilot was captured by
forces of the interior minister,”
the announcement said.

No reason was given for a
delay in the - announcement,
The Cubans may have suspect-
ed he had a confederate, in
view of the parachute drop,
and was ftrying to run him
down before making an an-
nouncement.

The ministry reported Jack-|
son told them he was married,|
and had served with the 82nd
Airborne and 10ist Airborne di-
visions in the United States and
with the 11th Division in West
Germany. :

The plane was an old two-
seated, single-engine Taylor-
craft. But Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration officials in Oklaho-
ma City said the plane had a
new engine good enough to
make a round-trip flight ' to
Cuba._The old Taylorcraft er-|
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sine would not have heen able
0 make a round trip. Faleon
{ey is about 180 miles south of
Homestead Airport.

Beyond saying that Jack-
son had been questioned, the
ministry did not disclose
where Jackson is held now or
if he was injured. The an-
nouncement was carried on
the front pages of the Commu-
nist party newspaper Granna
and the semiofficial EI Mundo.
But contrary to usual prac-
tice, there were no sensation-
al headlines. .

In Miami, Robert M. Cheat-|
wood said he sold the plane toll
Jackson for $1,200 last Nov. 18
and 1 got the impression when |,
I sold him the airplane that he|,
had something in mind.” 1

STOCKY MAN !
Jackson, described as al!
I

1

1

stocky, black-haired nfan with a
moustache, began keeping the
small red plane at Homestead
in November.

Fay Lanahan, FAA supervis-
ing inspector in Miami, said
Jackson wanted to take pictures
of Cuban rocket bases and sell
them to news media. d

““He was running around here!,
irying to get different people/
who were known revolutionists|:
to try to take him down there,"
Lanahan added.

Jackson was a student pilot
and sports parachutist. He got

Ihis student license Aug. 24,

In Garden Grove, Calif., his
mother, ~Azlaie Timmerman,
said he went to Florida three
g.ears ago “to fight against Cas--

0.|I .

Mrs. Jim Holland, operator of
a flight service office at Home-
stead Airport, reported Jackson"
bought gasoline Dec, 23, %
“He said he would leave early
the next morning o go up’

‘north,” said Mrs. Hollang, “Hep‘
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owes me $26.98.”



