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This ease is boing pleced in a closed status because

the Juveders organization has split into two organizations,

"We the People,' and "Peoples Revolutionary Party."
been opened on these two oxganinatiocne and reports are in

" preparo Lion,

Cascs

Thig report is elassificd "Confidentinl' beeruse
it conlains information from sources of continuing value

viiose identities, if revealed, might compromise their effccetive-

have

ness nnd advarsely affeet the sccurlty of the United States.

Coples of this report ave Ledng furnished to the
U. 8. Scevel Service and U, 8. Atlorany, both Memphis, end to
the regloun) offices of the intelligence apeneles of the Armed
Forececs, musuant to Burcau instivciions,

Careful consideration van given to the use of 7
syubolz, und I symbols were utilizcd only in {hose inztiances
ary to concedl the souvrces.
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Repet o BA BURT, F, JOUNSON Ofices MEMDPHIS ) -
Deta: November 9, 1970 :

Fleld Office 11l ¢¢  Memphis, 157-1067 Durcou Filo g1 LO7=8460

Titles IRVADENRS

Cher ien NACIAL MATTERS

Sy Inveders, a black militant orpganizalion, was formed in

' temphiss, Tenn,, in the Suwameyr of 1967, In August, 1970,
it wan learned the Inmvaders had splil into two distinct
orpanitations, one eallcd "We the Pcople,” led by LARCE
WATSON, and one called "Peoples Revolutionary Party," lod
by MELVIN SHITH and WILL1JE WARFORD., The Invaders is no
longer a functioning organizution, ;

s ¥ s
DEAT)S:
1. ORGANIZATION

A. Origin b

As previously reported, a wilitant black naiionalist
group of young Memphis, Tenpessoe, Nupgrocs, now Iknoun as the
Invaders, was originally formed in the Summer and Fall of

: 1967 by three Memphis Negrogs, COBY VERNOM SMITH, JOIN BULRITLL
EIITH, and CHARLES LAVERNE CABRAGE, During the Fall of 1857
and Spring of 1968, it assuund the nnme of Black Organiving
Mojeet (BOP), with subzjdicry cell: known as Afro-Amoricnn
Brotherhood (AAB) at Owen Cullrpge; Black Student Asscciation

Thin focumant contsln. neither feeommandati~ne ner conclinlane of the FRI. It fs the, property of the FBI and Iz losaad 12
your e.gency) Il and Ua contrata ure ncl to be diriribuled oulsklle yous agancy.
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1€A) at Memphis State University; Lelioyne College Inter-

yllepiate Chapters of the Natjopal Ascociation for the : .

tvencesent of Colored Pcople (L1C, NYACP) at Lelloyne Collﬁgo;

waders, priwarily consinting of hiph school students and
schoel dropoute; and Clty Orpaniters, consisting of young g
pon- student adults; all having & combined average menbership E
of nbout 100. ‘The oztensible pw pose vas to create pride in 3
black identity, to teach black culturc and black history, ’
cnd Lo obtain employment for young blocks.

(ME 7-2, 3/18/70)
In Augusti, 1970, it wns leayned that the Invaders

orgenisertion had oplit into tvo dimtinet groups, onc known
ag "o the People," led by LANCE "SWLLY WILLIE WIRE" WATION,
and ope lnown 8s the "Peoples Nnoelutionary Party," led by /
MELV Y SHITH end VILLIE VARFOuIY, The Yeoples Rovolutionary
Iarly follows the tew-point program of the Black Panthey
Party (BrP). The Invaders orpinization is no longer a
Ffunstioning group. . )

(ME 7-2, 8/5/70)

A characterization of the Black DPanthor Party is
gct forth in the Appendix papgoes,

B, lHeadguartciy

e}
As previously reported, in Juve, 1970, LANCI VATSON, e
Priwe Minister of the Invaders, resiced at Apariment 3, 1031 © B
North Vaikins, Memphis, Tennenucee, where mentings and business ;
walters relating to the Invaders werce handled, The organization
mrintodned no space for mectings or an office.
(ME T-1, G/1/70)
¢, Officers and Staff '
' s
- As previously reported, in June, 1970, LANCE "SWEEY
VILLIE VINE" WATS0d was Priwe Yinizter of the Invaders, and
MICHAFL STARKS acted as his leprl) advivcer and sccretary. . by
A%
(U 11, 6/1/70) R
(MR 7T -2, 6/1/10) ]
ﬁ‘- L " - .:
{ D, Finances ) . i 2
5 As previcusgly reporied, in Jene, 1970, the Invaddys "y
ﬂﬂintnincd no bank nccount angd had pno known sources of inconme, ?
= ' (ME_7-). and NE 1-2, G/1/70) g
] i B
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‘ E. NMemhorship . | )
As previously reportazd, in June, 1970, there wor .
fifteen netive mombers in th Invaders, ‘ -
(ME 1) and ME T-2, 6/1/70) 5
10, ACELVITIES | v :

Oon Junc 4, 1870, ¥ 1-2 furnishced a copy of a
mivcogyephed newspaper entitled "We the People,' published by
the Invaders, On 'npe 1 of this publicatien under caption
"Mie Few United Froant," the following jnformation was set
Torth: :

"A new ovpaniziation in beiny, formed to imploment
the Iow United ¥roant, 1ts nnie 3s 'We the People' and it L
weans jest what il soys, The only rocial identity dis members
asoure s that of lwmian beings, The orvpanization plans to
dircel ftself politically and cvoenomizr-lly. 'We the Icople! Co
i boended Ly LANCE 'SWERT WILLID VINE' VATSON, a lonz time
pationn )y renowoed black activist who intends to run for
governs of Arvkansas," This publication was dated May 11, 1970,

A meeting of the Invoders wii held on May 13, 1970,
ot Apaxtnent 3, 1031 Norih Vatlins Strcet, Memphis., At this.
mecling LANCE WATCOR and others discusnned a trip they planncd
to Knouvllle, Tennesseco,

(ME 11, 5/26/70) :

Oon June 1, 1870, a weeting of the Invaders vas
held ot Apartument 3, 1031 Norxth Untkins Street, Memphis., At
this pecting LANCE VALSON discreted a fortheoming trip to
Louiavildle, Kentucly, where he vas going Lo wake efiforis to
bave an underground newspaper publisheod, 4

y-&
Qe 7.1, 6/3/10)

A meeting of the Invedurs weo heldd on June 2, 1970, 0
at Aperiuwent 3, 1031 Horth Wotlitpa Styoet, Memphis, At this o
wectbing LANCE WATSOH led a dizeoaidon on communisn, o S
comncnled "I uscd to think curwmnnisn wvos souz kind of cvil |
' d
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rovernment wheve they woent aroond ki1ling people, but I'v
{ound that a1l they want to do iz to feed people and make
sure thot one person doesn't heve more than the other, F
instance, I have some pointocs and beung and you have soma
milk; 7 rivo you smaie potatoes for mlllk; what do you call
this?" VATSON indicated he foelo that when he starts
pul:lishing the ncwaspaper, which will include information
conceining the control of the country by 218 familices, he
will be pleced at the head of an as ssensination Llist., le
indiented that this wes what bhoppened to the late Dr, MARTIN
LUTNHER KANG, stating that at thet tiwe Dr, KING was talking
shout not only feeding black puople but feeding all poor pcople,

(ME 91, 6/5/70)

A necting of the Jovedors vin held on June 3, 1970,
at 1031 Horih Watlins Street, Newphis, At this wmocting
there vas a discussion concerpirpg a nouspaper to be knovn as
"Vrr Lhe Pecople.™

(ME 71, 6/5/%0)

A recetling of the Invaders v.s held on June B, 1970,
1 1031 Nortih Yotilkins Strcet, Hewphin, On this oceasion LAKCE
VA DO advised that he bhad rececived o detter from the U, S,
Do buent of Jllt.-»:l.(.C, Vashivrglon, D, C., vherein the U, 8,
Attorney and the U, &, District Couri suggesled that the
cherpes against President NIXQIU be dropped,

(ME 7-1, 6/10/70)

On June 4, 1870, LARCE VATHON, Prime Minister of
the Inviedere, ceowemonted that he was ¢ Ltewmpting to form a new
unitoed front in order to enliypr the ccope of the activities
of the Jnvaders, WATSON indicnted that he was attempting to
recruit boih blacks anc whitCﬂ, inclduing menbers of the

: Commum it Pa;ty and the Studenls for n Democratic Society (SD3),

into the lnviriers Jle fm.id tH:.t in order to attract and keep
vhite paaple in lhn organizalion he believed the Invaders
orpganise tion would have to opwyate under ithe nzwe "We the Pecople®
or "Feoples party." He statced that the central committcee,
heided Dy MULVIN SELITH and DATRICK LLY1S, was Lo be the actien
arm of the Invaders, and that this group was to be all black
Lo sotisfy the dewands of MELVIY SMITH and other menbers o
the crnlral cowmittee, ‘

(ME 1-2, 6/4/70)

A characterization of Students for a Democratic
Sociely 1is set forth in the Appendix pages.

:
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‘. On June 9, 1970, LARCE WATEOR again commented thft
he centiral committce, led by LAURICE ).EVIS and MELVIH Sy,
is the ncetion arm of the Invadorsn, .

(MK 1-2, 6/10/70)

A meeting of the lnvaders wed held on June 9, 1970,
at 102) Horlh Vatkins, Meaphiz., On thls ceccasion WATHON
comaizpnlbod that ho would have to o to Louisville, Kentucky,
on June 13, 1970, in connection with 1)e publication of the
nevepaper known as "We the People.”

(e 171, 6/10/70) |

A mecting of ihe Imvaders v held on June 10, 1870,
at 1001 Norih Vatkins, Memphic, On this occasion VATSON handed
out meme literatvre indieating that the trial of President
HIY0E would be held on Septeriher 6, 14970, in VWashington, D. C.

(ME -1, 6/15/70)

A meeting of the Imvarders vas held on June 11, 1970,
at 1031 lHorth Watking Htrect, Momphis, At this wecoling there
vas diseussion concerning the proposcd {dring of the chairman
of the I''mphis Viny on Poverty Counitico. ’ '

(ME -1, 6/15/70)

A mecting of the Tuvaders wvis held on June 12, 1970,
ot 1031 North Watkins, Mmaphis, On this occasion WATSOW
handed out literature coliciting contributions tv "We the
People,* 1031 Norih ¥Watkins, Mewphis,

(uE -1, 6/16/70)

A neceting of the Invaders vae held on June 16, 1970,
at 1031 North VWatking Strecet, Mcuphis, On this cceasion
VATTON discussed his trip to LBuisville vhere he arranged to
have #n igssue of Lhe newspapzy known ¢ "We the People"
printed,  He indicated it weuld be sen tiwe before he could
et the paper  In Memphis becovoe they necded $300 te pay
for the printing and delivery.

(ME 71-1, 6/18/70)

ligtial 4
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( On Junc 15, 1970, JOMH CHARLLS SMITIH and WILLIE
iAnryonpd ecommented that they were membors of the Invaders,
which will be known in the fulure as the "Peoples Party,"
and that the official newspapor of the "Peoples Party' will
be known as "We the Pcople.," ‘

(ME T1-2, 6/17/70)

On June 17, 1970, ME T-2 furnished a copy of a
pozter which LANCE WATSON bad beon disiributing in the Memphis
area, vhich poster was captioncd "We the Feople." The poster
contiincd the following infoveition:

"We, the Pcople, arce tired, Vo are tired of being
hungey, poorly fod, poorly clothed, poorly housed, and ve're

tired of boaing tived., Ve've had the vhile-oricuted govermmental

strusturc tn]ling uws "There nre not aviedlable funds at the
present e-we've heird that a huondred times teo nony. Ve're
111nd of begglng the govcrnnwni to kerp us on a dowecaning,

"nipgper and po' white tyash' velfiare progrom that's supposed to
help ws, but that acts like an addictlive drug, sucking away our
mar boot, our womanood, our hunsnity."

// (ME 2--2, 6/17/70)
'/ A meeting of the Invaders vino held on June 17, 1970,
at J0U1 Horth Votkins, Meaphic, On this occasion VATHSON
compicnled that 218 familics in the U, 8., control the country
and exploit the poor and black prople. le comménted that the
ROCEVLFELLER's, the YORD's, and the Dul'Oil's and oithey large
corporationz were the instigators of the war in Southeast
Asin, He stated that people connecterd with these families
and theosa corporations de not care anything about killing
people &g lJong as they can wilie wlllions of dollars., lle
commented that President NIXON is a puppet and that whenever
a string 1s pulled he must renet the vy these corporations
and these Fawilies viant him to,0r they would have him killed,
as thoey did former President JOHN F, KENNEDY,

(ME 7--1, 6/19/70)
A neeting of the Junvaders vioe held on June 18, 1970,

el 103) NHorth Watlkivns, liemphic, On 1his cccisilon VATaUﬂ |
announcerd that he and two of his asscceintes would mwake a g

;

i)
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even-niate tour, including stop: at louisville, Kentucky;
Eincinnsti, Ohio; Baltivore, luyland; New York City, and
Viashingion, D. C., in June, 1870,

J (ME 71, 6/24/70) 3

L// Oon June 19, 1970, LANCY WATHON commented that he
plenuzd to open an offico on Danny Thonns Boulevard in
Mouphie and set up a drug therapy school, establish a
politienl and consumer orientiation o) (inization, and set up
an office to handle police brutnlity complaints,

(ME 7-1, 6/24/70),

A meeting of the Inviders vies held on Jnne 22, 1970,
ot 103! North Watkinag, Memphisn, On this occasion VATOON
pappzd oul plans for a liewphis Ver on loveriy Cosuiilee meeting
to b2 held on June 24, 1€70, Jlo statcod that he would get
cipght buekets, £411 them with water, put red dye in them to
vepresent blood, and take the riaizs of eight individuals killed
in Menphls by the Police, put one nar: on each buckei, and
proesont them to the Memphis Cily Council,

(MR 31, 6/25/70)

A mieeting of the Invadoers wies held on the cevening
of June 23, 1970, at 1031 North Vatking, Mowmphis. Yollowiag
the pmeeting, LANCE WATSON and rone ol his associales proceeded
to tho Memphis City Hall where © neeting was being conducted
1egerding the Memphis War on Voverty Committee.

(ME 9-)., 6/25/70)

11/ In June, 1970, it was Jearyn:d that LANCE WATSON
intonded Lo toke sone of the meabors of his orpaniszation and
join in o marceh on the United Hetions nt New York City vhere
chorgen of gencoclde against the black people of the United
Steten vould be mide against $he pgoveviment of the United
States, It wos also learned Lhint WATHON was attempting to
fuprove the imnoge of the Jovadoers orponization by using the
nane "Peoaples Party"™ and by aticouptiy; to form 2 program
diveeted against the use of nmreoties rnd asking for the |
removie) of Mayor HENRY LOEN, Fire and 1l'olice Commisgsioner
FHANK HOLLOMAN, and Chief ol Yolice IIIRY LUX.

(ME T-2, 6/24/70) i




SN s 7 AL A AL gy i A sl o el s UENTIE SNSRI 4 A AV A S A

1 ME 157-~1067 g
f | - . K
i - A meeting of the Invadeis wes held on June 24, 1870, 'f
g at 1031 North Watlkins, Memphiz, On this oceasion WATZON e

annnunzed plans to organize a "Moihers Imreh against Police . b

Brotality and the Vietnam War" on June 25, 1970, i

(ME 1--2, 7/2/70) 3

An energency confercnce spontored by the Students ?

for a Deroeratic Society and the lnvaders wns held on June 20, &

1970, at 5L, Patrick's Church, 334 Lindcn Strect, Mcowphid, i

The folloging topics woero discuvusied at this conference: X

Draft counseling; E

Police brutality; i

Illepgal drug traffic; s

_ Vietnana Wor; i
: Publicity of orgnnising students and workers into ]
g a major party. ) ik
i i
3 (ME 1-5, 6/26/70)
§J g It wvas Jearned in June, 1270, that KELLYY DELAREY
1 . fdud VILLIY BELL, both close asmociater of LANCE VATEOI, plan b
] to leave YNenphie on June 30, 1970, on n seven-state tour, At
4 This towr was planned in an ¢ffort to et support for Lhe s
July 28 "Hothers March" against police brutality and the i

! Lrlil of President NIXON in Washington, D. C., in carly A
: Septenbor, 1970, T
i (ME ‘T-1, 7/2/70) i
; In late June, 1970, it vas learned that the Invaders i
i ovganis.oiion had gplit into two branches, one known as "We the B
People," &nd one knovwa as "Peeplet Revolutionary Party." The i

‘ d tvo branches held sepnyate wtoting on rost occeasions, and i
3 th2 "Peoples Revolutionnry Party" was considercd the aetion £

i grovp, wvhereas "We the Peeple" wvar considercd the political :

1 arn of the Invaders, £
] 4

1 (1% 1-2, 1/1/70) ;
o A

i \/ A meeting of the Invaders wos hold on July 14, 197&, :
at the Creater New Liberty Baptist Chuveh, 100G Texas Strceﬂ, ?

Memphis, At ihis meceting plans voere dincussed for the ‘ : 4

: forthecomlng march on July 2%, 1970, i i
ME T-1, 7/17/90) :

8 ;
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{/ On July 14, 1270, 1LAICE WATHON advisced that he ( IS,
itended to commence a fast thul date ond continue on this¥ e e,

fact, sleeping in o coffin, uniil the wvorning of July 25, 1970,

On July 25, 1970, he planncd Lo lcad r protest merceh from

the Grecter lNew Liberty Baptist Chawreb, 1006 Texas Strect,

to the Lemphis City Dal), profesting thﬂ wur in Vietnanm,

polico mutality, illegal usce of drugs, racial discerimination,

and the vhite pover stlructurce in Mcmphis. VA'TSON also

indiesnted that he wvars attemplinge to iwprove the imape of the

Invadvrn organization by ovpeniuing day care centers for

children in a hope to obtain fadural financing for the day

care coenlers,

(ME T- %, 7/15/70)

A maetling of the Invedoss wir held on July 16, 1970,
at the Creater New Liberty Beptlint Cherceh, 1006 Te:as Street,
Henapivis,  On this oceasgion VATUON dicinted a letter regnrding
the proposcd maoreh he planned Lo Jead on July 25, 1970, He
floo onncunced that a preas confovencoe would be held at the |
chureh on July 16, 1270, in concetion with his fast and the
Tortheoming mayrch,

(K7 -1, 7/14/70)

A mécting of the JTuvodors wu hu]h on July 17, 1€70,
ot the Creater New Liberty anf{'t Chw ch, 1006 Texas St)cot
Mewph i,

]

(LE 1-, 7/21/705

On July 25, 1970, LANCE WATTON lcd a march sponsored
by "We ihe People," COMLcucir" ~t the Creater New Liberty
Chureb, 1006 Tcx“" Strect, Momehing, and terminating at ihe
HCmphin City Dall., The math vt a protest of the Vlotn'v
War, police Lrutality, eriuc, poverty, hunger, uncmployment,
and Lhe illepgn) use of druzs. #

(HE 12 and Eﬁ,?lﬁy ?/??/73)

On August 2, 1970, LALCE VALIOH and sowne of his
aonoeintes made a brief appoorines at & conference sponsored
by the Yeoung Vorkers Liberation leovague ot Claybora Teuple,
280 Nernendo Street, Memphis, VATSON and his associates left
this mecting and procecded to ithe Greotoer New Liberty Baptigt

9
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hureh, 1006 Texas Strect, whizre LAKCH VATSON and GERATDI
- ROX¥ vere married,

(ue 11, 8/5/70) 1

A characterivation of the Youur Vorkers Liberation
Lenpue 3s set forth in the Appondix popes.




