CHAPTER 10
Failing By Succeeding

If it seemsthat | regard much of my youthful work and life as learning experiences, as preparation
colleges cannot provide for my later assassination work, to alarge degree thisistrue. 1t was especidly true
of my severd victimizations when | was guilty of nothing a& al. It was dso true when much of what | did
in the OSS was what others well-trained professondly could not do for themsalves. It wastrue, too, in
terms of what | learned about those in positions of authority were capable of and about those who were
quite willing to sted to be able to commercidize and profit from the work of others. That this happened
| had learned. That it happened even with what was highly classfied was surprising.

This and learning not to be intimidated by rank and not to accept abuse by those with officid
authority were among the other learning experiences of some of my Presentation Branch OSSjobs | here
recount.

| was assigned to write the history of OSS secret operations. That was its gppropriatetitle. Either
| wastold to or | decided to go into detail on the training and then illugtrate that with specifics of intdligence
jobs performed. There were to be only 13 copies, the origind and 12, and it was classified "Secret."m
After sudy of the available classified relevant recordsi decided to go to two secret, at least supposedly
secret, OSS training camps at Quantico, Virginia. 1t was not classified that a
famous Marines camp was there.

Meanwhile, the OSS decided thet dl its non-commissoned officers who had not had basic training
wereto get it. Sergeant Rogers was getting his at one of those OSS Quantico camps. So, after gerilizing
a hacksaw blade | took it to Beu's, an excellent bakery then three or four blocks west of the White House
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on Pennsylvania Avenue, and had them bake a cake with that hacksaw blade init. That was for a party
for Rogers one of the nights I'd be there.

The commanding officer of that training area, a Captain Nehring, typified everything Donovan did
not want inthe OSS, dl that GI suff so inhibiting and limiting in an organizetion like the OSS. Nehring was
uper-Gl, the dickler of dicklers on inggnificant details. But, | was aprivate, in uniform, and he found no
time for me and saw to it that no officers under him did. | was fed and quartered with the enliged men while
my lieutenant chauffeur and civilian photographer were fed and quartered with the commissoned officers
to whom | had no access @t dl.

When after two days of this| decided that without the change | had no reason to expect I'd get
nowhere and was wasting my time. The second night we went to Rogers noncom quarters, gave him the
little party 1'd planned with the cake its centerpiece, and | told him | planned to return to Washington a
report that Nehring was preventing my doing my job. Rogers believed | should so | told Russo we's leave
after breskfast in the morning.

Meanwhile, and thisis an asde, | had spotted a violation of the most basic principles that were
taught al being trained for intelligence work: avoid anything thet is conspicuous, that can latter attract
atention to you or to identify you.

At lunch thefirst day there, when | was separate from those actually under me, and had to stand
inlineinalong "chow" lineto eat with the enlisted men, | wasimmediately attracted to an unusud pair of
wire-framed eyeglasses a soldier was wearing. Severd years later | recognized those unusud framesin the
picture of the Associated Press correspondent in Prague. He had been arrested as an American spy.
When he was being trained neither that super-Gl Captain Nehring nor any under him had spotted this

glaring violation of amost badic trade-craft.
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Back in Washington | wrote and turned in areport on how | was obstructed in doing my job, why
and by whom. A day or two later | was promoted to corpora and put in civilian clothes so no hoity-toity,
Gl officer could again pull rank on me and kegp me from doing what was assgned to me. | dso heard a
about the same time that Captain Nehring had aready been shipped overseas.

Before | went to Quantico the Army  had issued aregulation in which it rethought and cancded an
earlier regulation. It decided to discharge dl the men who had been indicted when they did not meet the
minimum physicad standards for Army duty. My medica discharge was then initiated.

When | was sent to Fort Dix, New Jersey for discharge while most of the research for that secret
history of intelligence operations was completed, the writing was not complete.

Not many years later it gppeared as"O.S.S.," starring Immy Cagney.

| rested for afew weeks after discharge. Meanwhile, Rogers had transferred to the Research and
Andyss Branch, to its Lain American Divison (LAD). There he learned it had a State Department project
for which my Nazi cartd work and knowledge could be vduable. Although | was offered ajob with U.S.

News and World Report | decided instead to join OSS LAD asacivilian.

That project, when published much later, was known as the United States "Blue Book on
Argentine It was adetailed study of the Juan Peron military dictatorship and its close links to Nazis and
Nazism.

I'd hed one of those specid assgnments when in the Presentation Divison that was dso credentias
for working on the economic part of what became that Blue Book.

"X-2" or counterintelligence was the last component not to be able to tdll the White House what
it wanted to know when the Danish owned of a dozen ocean-going commercid ships had been taken over

asNazi property. He went to court to demand ether the return of those ships or payment in full for them
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at their inflated wartime value. By the time that job was bounced to me there were only 48 hours before
the White House expected the answer.

That seemed like avery dose deadline. Perhgpsthat is what kept me from thinking of the obvious
place to look for what the White House needed to prevent the return of scarce seagoing shipsto Hitler's
uses. Whatever caused it, | did not think of the most obvious place to begin that search. | not only should
have thought of it because it was that obvious- | had only recently spent much time working in them on my
part of the research for the Blue Book on Argentina.

My falure to think of the obvious was an embarrassng learning experience, that we dl do
sometimes miss the obvious. What | then did to overcome my failure was another learning experience: know
where to turn for advice or whom to ask.

Among the government agencies that had failed to locate the evidence for the White House was the
Department of Justice. The primary legd responsibility for enemy prosperity lay with its Alien Property
Custodian.

Nonetheless | did phone a Justice Department lawyer who had been on the Senate Civil Liberties
Committee staff briefly when | was. | presented the problem to him and he immediately gave me aname
and a phone number, dso within that Department. He referred me to aresearcher. For two phone calls
without leaving my office | knew whereto go. And while that was even more embarrassing because the
correct place should have been the first that came to mind and because | had spent so much time working
in those very files, wha doesthis say of dl those other government components, including the Department
of Justice and the OSS's counterintelligence component, X-2? To say nothing of any other agencies that
may have been involved and falled!

The proper place to begin the search was only a six block wak from my OSS office but because
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the deadline was so close | took acab. Inthat day that cost only 20 cents. | added anickel for atip. |
a0 took a cab back. | went to the Old Digtrict Nationa Bank Building, on the south sde of G Street
northwest, between 14th and 15th, to itsthird floor. In very little time | found the "missing'records that hed
never been missing but were where dl, including me, should have begun the search for them. | made the
necessary notes and returned to my office to report. The tota cash cost to the government for preventing
the return of those shipsto Hitler's service was ahdf dalla! Plusmy time. That wasastanding cost in any
event, because i wasin the Army. But what | then got, aside from deductions for an dlowance to my wife
and for insurance, was a take-home pay of $10 a month plus asmall alowance for rations and quarters.

And for about a hdf of aday of this time and 50 cents the supposedly insoluble problem was
solved.

How many of us had faled to solve that smplest of problemd!

How many had not thought of the smple philosophy of the early British philosopher, William of
Occam, seek the smplest solutions! (As so often | have prided myself for doing.)

There was something to be learned from so many throughout the vast government bureaucracy
having filed when the source of the answer was so very obvious, but not one of us thought to go to the place
those records were supposed to be stored.

Perhaps &fter the first failed al the others assumed that is where the failed search had begun.

Weadl did fall and we dl did avoid the obvious and failed for that reason alone.

Especidly in wartime that was quite a learning experience. Ships were vitd for both sdes, for
carrying food and military equipment.

There was aso something to be learned from the subsequent history of the stranger who had told

me where to look when | did not think of it mysaif.
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| had been referred to a young woman researcher whose name was Judy Coplon.

It was not many years before her name was on al the front pages.

She was charged with giving secret information to a Russian who worked at the United Nationsin
New York.

The evidence that gppeared in the news stories seemed to make an open-and-shut case againg her.
they indicated that she had been caught red-handed, so to speak.

But the case was thrown out of court. She could not be tried. The reason, and this, too, was a
learning experience, was because in what may have been an excess of zed the FBI had violated her legd
rights beyond remedy.

That meant she could never be tried.

No matter how guilty, if shewas guilty, she could never be tried because without any gpparent need
the FBI had what it knew was forbidden and had been caught at it.

From the newspaper accounts she was made to appear to be guilty.

And from doing what it knew it should not do the FBI had rendered her legdly not guilty.

| wasto learn that thisis not as unusud asit seemson itsface to be.

A generd belief of those who are in apostion isthat the government, mostly the FBI and Jugtice
Department lawyers, get away with such abuses more often than not. They were to be my adversariesin
my FOIA litigation. They and Department lawyers had their share of responsibilities they did not meet in
the nations investigations.

In my King assassnation lawsuit (Civil Action (CA) 75-1996) among the many file cabinets of
records | obtained was the FBI legd counsd divison'slegd opinion, approved dl theway up to J. Edgar

Hoover and then goproved by him, that it was both proper and necessary to violate the Condtitutiond rights
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of dl the Ray family, induding the then unapprehended alleged assassin, James Earl Ray- even if it made
it impossible to try him, even if the violations of those supposed indienable rights could do no more than
provide alead for capturing him!

The then atorney genera Ramsay Clark did not agree. In a nasty insolent memo after Ray was
captured Hoover withdrew the no longer useful request to wiretgp them dl. What was kept so secret the
atorney generd never learned it | got proof of later in that lawsuit. The proof was an account of a
wiretapped conversation between James Earl Ray's younger brother, Jerry, and me!

The FBI had ddiberately misfiled it as abank robbery case, not in its King assassnation files!

The wonders of government about which my education was increasing during and for ashort while
after World War |I!

Inworking on my Nazi cartel sories|'d aso spent days in those very files I'd failed to remember
and of which | was reminded by Coplon!

That writing and the reseerch and the invedtigation of it iswhat | remembered when | was assgned
to the economic section of the Blue Book. Under Peron and before and after him the Nazis had a very
grong influence on the Argentine economy and on its military.

Germans, many of whom were or became Nazis for years had great influence in Argentinaand in
al aspects of Argentine life.

To aless degree s0 dso were Itaians and the Mussolini government.

Britain were a Sgnificant influence in the economy but they were without red influence in the Peron
government. Argentina had a strongly pro-Nazi government.

The Blue Book was completed on time. The State Department policy wasto use a the conference

of the American States as they prepared for a unified pogtion at the coming organizationad meseting of the
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United Nations. It was held in San Francisco.

That conference was at Chapultepec, Mexico. The head of the United States Delegation was
Nelson Rockefeller. He was an assstant secretary or an undersecretary of State. At Chapultepec he made
policy by refusing to use the Blue Book and refusing to oppose Argentinas admission into the UN.

He there made palicy that was in the fact the exact opposite of decided of United States palicy.

Our officid palicy, the palicy he was to implement was to oppose Argentinads admisson into the UN. Tha
was the sole purpose of that Blue Book. Taking their lead from Rockefdler, beieving that officid United
States policy was not to oppose Argentina as a UN member, the Chapultepec conference did not oppose
itsadmisson into the UN.

Nothing happened to Rockefeller, except that his political career did prosper. He later was the
Vice Presdent of the United States, a candidate for the Republican nomination for Presdent and was also
elected New Y ork's governor.

Despite Rockefdler's unpunished violation of it, officia policy remained to oppose Argentinas
admission into the UN. It was aso decided to update the Blue Book into a"White Book™ that would be
used a the UN's San Francisco organizational meeting. With the economic portion well in hand, it was
decided to update the military part. | was put in charge of that.

By then Presdent Harry Truman had closed the OSS down and soon created the Central
Intelligence Agency. My part of the OSS was transferred to the State Department.

When | was assigned to the White Book project | gaveit no thought. But when after afew days
| did | decided that it was bad palicy, bad for the United States and its relations with countries friendly to
it, especidly in Latin America. There was nothing | could do to change this policy that had become bad

policy s0 | explained my reasons and asked to be rdieved of the assgnment.
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Unlike most of the others with whom | worked | had no college or university background in Latin
America, inits history, culture and palitics. | was without doubt that the release of the White Book would
be very unpopular there, that the people would didike and resent it and that the governments friendly to us
would be serioudy embarrassed and would, regardless of its palitics, be compelled to speak out against
it- even those who agreed with it.

| predicted there would be universa condemnation of ™Y ankee Imperidism” throughout the rest of
the hemisphere and that it would cross the politicad spectrum; that there would be denunciations of the
colossus of the north; and that there would be universd condemnation of a shift in hemigphere policy about
which they were kept in the dark and had not participated in. There dso was the insult of asking those
countries to take an exactly opposite position on wha was amgor politica and diplomatic metter of great
importance to the entire hemisphere with no way of explaining it.

All that and more erupted dl over Latin America as soon as the position of the White Paper was
known there. There wastota hemispheric outrage vehemently expressed.

Our government adhered to the White Paper at San Francisco.

Argentina nonetheless was admitted as a UN charter member with Latin American support.

It was satidfying, if that isthe right word, in being a minority of perhagps one. It was not a pleasure
or ajoy of any kind. It was, in fact, depressng because of dl that it said about the professond diplomats,
the trained and educated Latin Americanists of whom | was not one, about our policy and how it is made
and unmade, there were those of all ranks who were silent. They preferred to hold their jobs rather than
do what was the right thing.

The traditiond and once respected right thing isto refuse to be part of what one believesiswrong.

Our responghility to the people and to our persond and professond integrity. | took that principled
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pogtion. And | was provento beright. But my career did not long surviveiit.

The once respected tradition and obligation of public service, not to be part of what we believeis
wrong, was regarded by some who did not observe it as it would have been regarded in an authoritative
society. With out my Zieg Hellsthey fdl in sep.

Despite my oppaosition to the policy, which meant | had nothing to do with the presentation of that
policy, | continued to do what had become a responsibility when | went to work in the Latin American
Divison of the OSS that had been transferred to State. | did practica things for the PhDs thet they did not
know how to do, and what comes from experience cannot be taught and isn't part of a PhDs education.

One savice | remember was Smple: getting microfilm readers so they could read records and other
information that then existed only on microfilm. The usud requisitions did not provide them. | located two
or three and snaffled them for the White Book project.

| had yet to learn that my taking the traditiona and respected position of not being part of policy
| consdered wrong mede mea'"red” to those who regarded dmogt anyone not to the right of GenghisKhan
as dangeroudy left. They were coming increasingly into control of policy by their control of "security” cases
who would be hired and who could be charged as security risks, what Joe McCarthy came to symbolize
and what was and is il known as"McCarthyism.”

Of my varying responghilities in that era three, two relatively minor, come to mind as helping
prepare me for the work | did on the JFK and King assassnations and for then undersanding as otherwise
| might not have understood the bureaucracy and the bureaucratic mind, even among the eminent scholars
who were part of the bureaucracy.

For ashort period of time | sat on the Paraguay desk even though | did not speak Spanish and had

no background on Paraguay from college studies or in amy experience. Until a qualified Paraguay desk
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officewaslocated, | s&t on that desk. That meant that | handled dl Paraguay information and requests for
thet information.

Hector Morinigo had established a military dictatorship. It was bloody and brutal. Part of the
amy, the part based in the hinterland up the Parana River, a Concepcion, a democratic part of the army,
loyd to Morinigo and based in the capitol, Asuncion, was not doing well. | was ableto glean alittle from
the Paraguayan papers that were flown up and | was able to read the intelligence and other information in
English. As| sudied what was avallable to me | wrote a ample inteligence memorandum in which |
predicted that there would be a change in the leadership of the army loyd to Morinigo. | predicted that a
generd whose ancestry would become chief of staff of the army.

That prediction wasno big ded. It just ssemed obviousto me that Morinigo would change histop
generds and that he would choose Smith.

But when it happened it was a minor sensation in our shop.

| saw nothing spectacular in it. 1t seemed to me to be an obvious development based on the
information | had seen.

Why others had not anticipated it, | cannot say. | was far from the only one to have that
information and, in fact, the information | had had been routed to me by others.

In effect | used their information to tell them wha was going to happen that they did not see
happening.

| think my popularity for what | did was limited to my own shop!

It got me no Brownie points a the CIA, that isfor surel

The CIA was 4ill organizing and gaffing with vy League types. It had digributed a brief

intelligence anadlyss any Paraguay expert should have known was very wrong if he or she knew no more
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about Paraguay than a casud skimming of any encyclopediawould reved.

Not in Paraguay and most often where there was a high percentage of illiteracy politica parties
were known by their colors. The two mgor Paraguayan parties took the colors red and white.

The ClA's analyst whose gross ignorance must have been his qudification for gtting on that desk
could not have known anything at al about Paraguay. He identified the Red party as the party of the left.
Therewaslittle redly left in Paraguay. But the reactionary party was the White party.

The Red party was the reactionary party of the military dictatorship that lingered into the last
decade of the century. Only then did the successor, "Red" military dictator, Generd Stroessner, who
succeeded Morinigo, bow out and dlow relatively uncorrupted eections.

When one with the correct academic credentias took over the Paraguay desk | was assigned to
do a study to be presented at the United Nations as the United States statement on the pro-Nazi influence
of the Spanish Dictator Franco and his Falange party in Latin America. It was clear as Centrd Records
sent me what | asked for that there had to be much | was not getting.

There was little help from the FBI, which then was operationd in Latin America but much of the
information came from it. (My friend Henry Wade, who was the Ddlas County Didtrict Attorney when JFK
was assassnated and for years theregfter, was then an FBI agent in Ecuador. Among the informers on his
paid string was the presdent. With dl the poverty and low income there he was an FBI pad informer for,
as | now remember, lessthan $100 amonth.) The one Falange report from the FBI | recdll (and there may,
of course, have been others) identified a young man from Pennsylvania as a Flangist or a Falange agent.

He was, in fact, a Univeraty of Pennsylvania graduate student doing his thesis on the Fdange in Latin
America

That was the sophidtication of the reporting of politica intelligence!
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Like the author of that CIA report on Paraguay, the FBI agent had made an assumption and
reported it asfact.

To each, ignorant as they were, the assumptions appeared to be judtified.

One can only wonder how much more such "reporting” there was and what the consequence might
have been.

However, for dl ther deficiencies and omissions, the FBI reports were the best available source.

| drew on its reports heavily. They then were the proper agency for reporting on the Latin America
Fdange for our government.
After | turned it in the long absent divison chief, the California professor and a recognized Latin
Ameicanig, cdled mein. Dr. Roland Hussey affected a gray-green long-deeved, front-buttoning swester.
Hedid not need it. But he thought it made him look professond. He expressed alow opinion of my
sudy. It was probably judtified but hardly for the reason he gave me: "No scholar worthy of his sdt would
use FBI records.”

Hussey was not aradicd, not even aliberd. He was a sereotypicd professond scholar. To then
regardless of what information the FBI provided, the FBI was not scholarly so it therefore was not an
acceptable source- for an authentic "scholar"-no matter how little information was available from any other
source or how correct it may have been.

That there were no texts, sandard or other, on the influence of the then very young Falange parties
in Lain America made no difference in the Hussan concept of scholarship for the government and its
policy-makers.

There then was little or nothing of vaue in Staté's own reports, from its ambassadors and those

under the ambassadors, including those who provided what for lack of a more appropriate word | call
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"intelligence.” The records | got from Centrd Records were pretty barren on the Faange parties of the
Latin American world.

But the then traditionalists had little interest in fascist parties. Even when they were amenace and
even when its diplomats were thar political and socid friends, the latter extending to authentic German
Nazis.

They did not report on their buddies, having seen nothing wrong with them, Nazis and Spanish
fascists asthey were.

| had two illuminating experiences when | was CLICK's Washington correspondent.

In one | helped with agtory that included pictures of our respected and highly-placed ambassador
George Messerschmidt socidizing and posing for pictures with overt officids Nazis and other overt fascists
in Cuba during World War I1. His diplomatic career prospered. | do not recall a single newspaper that
picked that story or those pictures up.

| was ds0 asked to help with another such story, on the power of the Faange in Chile and the
actua plansfor an actua Faangist Nazi revolution in that country.

A CLICK writer in Santiago, an American, had obtained that information, complete with pictures
and maps for the coming Nazi/Faange revolution. He did not trust mailing it because he said the Flange
controlled the post office. He feared going to the embassy because some in the embassy were cozy with
some of the pustchigts. He phoned his problem to Rogers and Rogers asked my help. When | learned the
content | stipulated that our government have first access.

That investigative reporter whose name | remember as Bernie Seaman or Seamon, had al his dope
in 35 millimeter film. Through afriend who then was an assstant secretary of State, Larry Duggan, | got

an OK for putting his film sedled in the sedled diplomatic pouch and for itsinitid undeveloped ddivery to
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ancther friend then the Assistant Attorney Generd in charge of the Crimind Divison, George McNulty.
He, after giving it to the FBI to process and print for its own records gave the film to me.

Before giving it to CLICK | took it to a friend who worked with the President's son, Jmmie
Roosevdyt, in one of the forerunners of the OSS | think called "The Coordinator of Information.” (The CIA
inherited the OSSsrecords. The OSS had inherited the COI's.) Jmmie gaveit to hisfaher and lo! this
prime intelligence materia of acharacter disdained by the profession scholars made one of FDR's famous
"fireside chats' on coast-to-coast radio. (No TV then.)

Later, after the CIA had repeatedly denied having any information on or about me. It gave me
those remaining Coordinator of Information records it had tracing those pictures from where they were
when located back in the early 1940s to my then home for me to send to CLICK.

So, without the degrees of accessto records | should have had for that study and without scholarly
tomes | did know alittle bit about the Falange, seed of Hitler who made possible Franco's overthrow of
the democraticaly dected government of Spain. And about Hitler's close pa Franco.

But to the authentic scholars in the government, the pros, investigative information? That is
something "no scholar worth his salt would use” Leaving damned little to be used, thanks to them.

Hussey downgraded my efficiency rating to merely good. And good is sometimes nat good enough
for the scholars for whom the only scholarship and information came for the text of the past, some of which
they wrote to them. Unless information comes from professond scholars it is not informetion at dl.

Worthless. Even if it makes a Presdentid report to the people. Hell, he was no scholar anyway, was he?

It was becoming clear that to the professond scholars there is no knowledge other than in the

books they or their friends wrote or they like. That there as of then were no books with that Falange
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information made no difference. There were very few State reportsoniit. Yet State had to make a UN
presentation. With what did not concern Hussey: information in it could not be from the FBI!

To him- and just consider his degrees and his teaching career-what came from the FBI was not
acceptable and was not information. Even if that was dl there wad

And thus was there a mgor contribution to my doing nothing about that spawn of Hitler, the
Fdange seeding the Lain American world.

It was for al the world that, given the opportunity, they were staking out their turf to block one
regarded as an interloper, one who could introduce the to them subverson of usng an information from any
source, just o it was information.

| suppose it dso could have been away by which they could fed safer and more secure latched
to their past of formal, published scholarship and not fed threatened by the forces and developments, to

say nothing of politica threats, of the present and future.

| continued to learn what is not taught in the finest educationd ingtitutions.

Soon it was with aformal notice that | was being "reduced in force."

There was no reported curtailment of gppropriations of the work or the people required to do that
work. Beddes, | am aveteran and under the law, as they well know, they could not do that to a veteran.

| wasted no time going to the Civil Service Commission about it. That Commission lost no time
teling State what it knew very well that it could not within the law do what it had done to aveteran. So the
action was canceled.

But as State aso knew, there was that McMarran "rider™ thing that authorized it to ignore dl those
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That it was obvioudy unCongtitutional would and did make no difference. Before it got to the
Supreme Court which conggned it to history's maodorous political swvamps, State used it to unload many
authentic scholars and other specidists who were not liked because their work did not hew to any party
ling, left or right.

If anybody or any idea rocked any boat of sterile and outdated concepts, that boat, the officid
boat, was about to sink.

Any anybody who could do what they so stodgy and sterile of mind could not think of or do was
amenace, to them anational menace.

And they werein charge.
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