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Chapter 21

The Meaning of "Honor"

The Commission concluded with the conclusion with which it began, that Oswald was the lone assassin.

Because three empty shells and a rifle were found on the Texas School Book Depository's sixth floor, it decided that Oswald did all the firing with that rifle from the easternmost window on that floor.

It had to limit itself to his having fired three shots not only because of the finding of those shells but because the very best professional shooters, under vastly improved conditions could not duplicate the shooting attributed to Oswald in the time he could have had.  The impossibility of that shooting with three shots ruled out the possibility of admitting any more than three shots.

It said that the first of those three shots inflicted all seven non‑fatal injuries on the President and on Texas Governor John B. Connally.

It said that the second shot missed and that a spray of concrete from its impact on a curbstone at the opposite end of Dealey Plaza is what slightly wounded James T. Tague.

It said third shot, to the President's head, was fatal.

All the support for this, where there was any support and was not just made up because it was needed, was developed by the staff.  It also did the making‑up of alleged evidence.

The made‑up history of that first shots is that it entered the President from the back and a little to the right of the neck; that it exited the front of his neck through his shirt collar and the knot of his tie; that it thereafter entered Governor Connally's chest under his right armpit and smashed five inches of his fourth rib before exiting near his right nipple; that it then smashed his right wrist, entering it from above or its dorsal side; and that it then entered his left thigh and lurked there until the propitious moment for its emergence, at hospital.  Because this is a history like nothing in science or in mythology it came to be known as "the magic bullet."

Not a word of this is true.  It is not possible.  The Commission and its counsels knew it was not possible.

As we have seen, Russell and Cooper refused to agree with this and Boggs had his doubts about it.  We also saw how that problem was handled.

But without it no lone‑assassin/no conspiracy Report was possible.

So, the staff arranged for the impossible to appear to be possible enough for the major media and the politicians to accept it.  Whatever this required of the staff it did.  That includes writing the Report.

The fact is that virtually nothing in the Report that is relevant stacks.

None of the claimed evidence of the shooting, and of Oswald's guilt stacks.

By this I mean with the Commission's own evidence, if that word can be used.

The staff, which developed this supposed evidence, knew this.

Separate from this is the evidence it avoided.

It even avoided what it could not avoid having.

This includes what is basic in any murder case, the certificate of death.

Aside from not mentioning the official certificate of death in the Report it wrote or the twenty‑six appended volumes which the staff assembled, the staff hid it where I got it only by accident, as I set forth in Post Mortem in the chapter called "An Original and Six Pink Copies," Post Mortem, pages 302-311)., with both sides of that certificate of death in facsimile on pages 308-309.

When the staff transferred the Commission's records to the National Archives that certificate of death, along, with other suppressed evidence, was where it would never be looked for.  It was filed with what was sent to the Government Printing Office to be printed.  It was not printed so there was no reason to look for it there.

If this had been the trial of one accused of killing an unknown, who had no family or friends, the courts would have insisted that the death certificate be presented and included in the evidence.

What was required for an unknown was not required for a President.

What I wrote in my Whitewash II, that the President got an autopsy unworthy of a Bowery bum, is an uncontested truth.

The only problem that gave the staff was making it appear otherwise.

No staff conscience was stricken.

No staff lawyer's knowledge of the requirements of the law prompted a word of protest or complaint.

Arlen Specter was in charge of that area of the Commission's work with the early and silent departure of Adams.

Specter was again a prosecutor, this time with no opposing counsel for the defense.

The Report has more than nine hundred pages.  Those twenty‑six volumes are about 

ten million words, but there was no space for the certificate of death.

This is not because those lawyers did not know what is important.

What is important and is given full treatment in the Report is the pubic hairs removed from the blanket that without question was Oswald's blanket.

The FBI first recognized the quintessential importance of whose pubic hairs were on Oswald's blanket.  Its lab agent, Paul M, Stombaugh, a hair and fibers expert, testified on this, illuminating his testimony with sketches those lawyers considered important enough to reproduce in its report.  Some of those hairs were not 0swald's.  (The lab appeared not to have samples of his wife's.  It drew no conclusion on whose they were and it did not conjecture on this).  Here is a para​graph from pages 59059-, with the footnote citations to Stombaugh's testimony omitted:

After receiving the blanket, Stombaugh scraped it to remove the foreign textile fibers and hairs that were present.  He found numerous foreign textile fibers, of various types and colors, and a number ​of limb, pubic, and head hairs, all of which had originated from persons of the Caucasian race., and had fallen out naturally, as was shown by the shape of their roots.  Several of the limb and pubic hairs matched samples of Oswald's limb and pubic hairs obtained by the Dallas police in all observable characteristics, including certain relatively unusual characteristics.  For example, in both Oswald's pubic hairs and some of the blanket pubic hairs, the color was a medium brown, which remained constant to the tip., where it changed to a very light brown and then became transparent, due to the lack of color pigments; the diameters were identical, and rather narrow for pubic hairs; the hairs were very smooth, lacking the knobbiness characteristic of pubic hairs, and the upper two‑thirds were extremely smooth for pubic hairs; the tips of the hairs were sharp, which is unusual for pubic hairs; the cuticle was very thin for pubic hairs; the scales displayed only a very small protrusion; the pigmentation was very fine, equally dispersed, and occasionally chained together, and displayed only very slight gapping; cortical fusi were for the most part absent; the medulla was either fairly continuous or completely absent; and the rook area was rather clear of pigment, and contained only a fair amount or cotical fusi, which was unusual.  Similarly, in both Oswald's limb hairs and some of the limb hairs from the blanket the color was light brown through its entire length; the diameter was very fine and did not noticeably fluctuate; the tips were very sharp, which is unusual; the scales were of medium size, with the very slight protrusion; there was a very slight gapping of the pigmentation near the cuticle; there was an unusual amount of cortical fusi, equally distributed through the hair shaft; and the medulla was discontinuous, granular, very bulbous, and very uneven.

Here we see what was important to the Commission lawyers when they were investigating a president's execution.  It was not the certificate of death.  It was from whom came the pubic hairs on Oswald's blanket.

Those lawyers had other approaches to evidence, like how to say the exact opposite of what all the evidence on an important point was.

It was important for the preconceived case to have Oswald get that rifle into the Texas School Book Depository and for him to do that the morning of the assassination.  Wesley Buell Frazier, who lived with his sister, Linnie Mae Randle, in Irving, where Marina Oswald lived with Ruth Paine, gave Oswald a ride to Irving after work the day before the assassination.  The morning of the assassination when Oswald was walking to meet Frazier, he was seen by Randle.  She testified that Oswald "gripped" a bag that looked like a grocery bag at the top.  With his arm down and swinging, the bag cleared the ground.  She also said he seemed to "hug" that bag.  She estimated the length at a little more than two feet.  The Commission said the disassembled rifle was in that bag.  If one wonders how with Oswald swinging that package the rifle did not poke a hole in it or tear its way out, the Commission lawyers did not.

If one would expect that "gripping" at the top and that "hugging" of the package to leave marks on the bag, the Commission did not -‑ and there were no such crumpling marks on the bag.

With a magic bullet, why not a magic bag – if not a magic rifle?

By the time Frazier got to his car Oswald had placed that bag and its contents flat on the back seat.  That required him to have held it in other places and to have left fingerprints at those places.  As the old car bounded around on the trip to Dallas the contents of that bag, that supposed rifle, also bounds around inside that bag.

When they got to the Texas School Book Depository parking lot Frazier stayed behind for a while to run the motor and charge the old battery up.  He testified to seeing Oswald walk to the building with that bag cupped in his right hand and the upper end under his right armpit.  Thus, there should be fingerprints where Oswald's right hand cupped the bottom of that bag.

Apparently Oswald was not worried about a sudden stop throwing the rifle onto the floor of the back seat.

Building employee Jack Dougherty is the only one who saw Oswald enter the building. Asked by Joe Ball if Oswald was carrying anything, Dougherty replied, "I didn't see anything in his hands."

Ball asked is he was saying "positively had nothing in his hands," Dougherty replied, "I would say that -‑ yes, sir."

The Commission conjectured that Oswald had taken the wrapping paper to make that bag and the tape with which to seal it from work the day before.  Troy Eugene West did the wrapping.  That was his place of work.  Questioned by David Belin, West said he never left that table and did not see Oswald take either paper or tape. The tape dispenser ran the tape through water to make it adhere.  West told Belin that was impossible without taking the tape out of the machine.  That would eliminate the machine's cut marks that were on the tape on that bag.  West even told that Belin that the tape was held in place by a clamp that "holds it down, and you pull it, then the water, it gets on it,"

I go into this in detail and with citations to all of the testimony in Whitewash begging on page 15.

Every single word of the testimony those lawyers took proves that it was not possible that Oswald carried that disassembled rifle in that bag to work that morning so he could shot the president.

The longer part of the disassembled rifle was a little less than a foot longer that Oswald could have carried swinging from his hand and held cupped in his hand up to his armpit.

There need by no mystery about what happened to what Oswald was carrying.  There was a large shed next to the Texas School Book Depository building in which as, was the practice, he could have left it.

The FBI described that rifle as "well oiled."

The official story is that Oswald kept it in the Paine garage wrapped in his blanket.  This is what introduces a magical blanket and magical paper to go with that magical bullet.

There was no oil from that well‑oiled rifle on either the blanket or the bag.  The bag showed none of the crumpling from where Oswald "gripped" it as he walked, and there is not a single Oswald print on that bag anywhere he touched it in carrying it, in laying it on the back seat, in taking it from the back seat or where he had to have cupped in his right hand as he walked toward the building.

While there was no immediate search to locate the curtain rods Oswald said he carried that morning, the Commission's lawyers, contradicting every bit of the evidence they had taken, wrote that it was a "story" that Oswald was carrying curtain rods and he did have that rifle in that bag.

This is contrary to all of the evidence.  But it was essential to the Report.

There is no mystery about whether the room Oswald rented needed curtains.  The Black Star agency, a picture agency, his a strip of six 35 mm. pictures of the owners of that rooming house, putting curtains in that room.  Mr. Johnson is shown with the hammer in his hands, the tool caddy with him on the bed, with his wife looking on.  I have those six pictures.

This was another of the methods of those lawyers, saying the exact opposite of every word of the testimony they took.

Once they got the rifle into the building, which they did not do, they then had to have Oswald in a position to use it.  That also they could not and did not do.  If one goes over the evidence they adduced it is clear tha that not only was Oswald not at that window at that time‑ he could not have been.

And they have no other evidence on this, only what they made up.

A few samples involve the police interview of Oswald and the FBI's interviews of Carolyn Arnold, who worked in that building.

For understanding of the meaning, the motorcade was due to pass that building at 12:25 P.M..  With the rifle disassembled, the Commission had an FBI agent time how long it took him to reassemble the rifle.  It took him six minutes.  If we agree that Oswald could to it that rapidly he then had to have been at that window at least eleven minutes before the motorcade was due to pass.  And that does not give him time to build the alleged sniper's nest of cartooned books the Commission said he hid behind.

When questioned by the FBI Oswald said he was on the first floor eating his lunch when he saw two employees one of whom is named "Junior" walk past.  Junior Barman testified that he did walk through the first floor about 12:15 p.m. (Whitewash, pages 71, 73).

If he had not been there he could not have seen it.

In March, 1964 the Commission sent the FBI to ask all Texas School Book Depository employees five questions.  One of them was Carolyn Arnold.  She had been interviewed on November 26.  That FBI report is reproduced in facsimile in Photographic Whitewash on page 210.  Her statement taken March 18, is on the facing page.  She did not see the November report.  It quotes her as saying that at "a few minutes before 12:15 P.M." she "caught a fleeting glimpse of LEE Harvey OSWALD standing in the hallway between the front door and the double doors leading to the warehouse, located on the first floor."

That FBI report says she was then leaving the building.

That alone presented serious problems to having Oswald ready to shoot away at 12:25.

The way the FBI worked its signed witness statement as for the agent to talk to them write what he close of what they said for the witnesses to sign.

From this signed statement it is clear that Arnold did not tell FBI SA Richard Harrison that she left the building about 12:15.

The statement that the two other FBI agents, E. J. Robertson and Thomas T. Trettis, took from her in March says, "I left the Texas School Book Depository Building at about 12:25 P.M."  This is not what they tried to get her to sign.

I also have a copy of the original statement they wrote out for her to sign.  She would not sign it until she made corrections.  One was to change the time the agents had written down from 12:25 A.M. to 12:25 P.M.
The November statement changed the time she said she saw Oswald from the moment the motorcade was due to make it ten minutes earlier.  That would have given Oswald time to get to the sixth floor, if for little else.

As the agents wrote it out for her to sign it also could not have been used to exculpate Oswald or to endanger the official mythology.  They merely made it for a little after midnight instead of a little after noon.

The Commission lawyers knew, this.  The copies of those FBI records I published came from their files.

There is more like this.  Two others place Oswald immediately after the assassination where it contradicts the official account.

Robert MacNeil, then of NBC‑TV and later of the MacNeil‑Lehrer Report on PBS, said at the time of the assassination that when he left the motorcade, it was Oswald who directed him to a phone inside the Texas School Book Depository.  He repeated this on the PBS 1993 special marking the thirtieth assassination anniversary.

A Commission record certainly known to its lawyers identifies the second line.  It is a Dallas Secret Service report that in the Commission's files is identified as CD 354.  It quotes Oswald as having told the police in their first interview of him of having been asked by two men as he left the Texas School Book Depository "for the location of a telephone."  Oswald believed they had identified themselves as of the Secret Service.  It then had no men there.  The synopsis reads,

Pierce Allman (person believed to be the one mentioned by Lee Harvey Oswald as identifying himself as Secret Service Agent at Texas School Book Depository immediately following assassination) interviewed 1/2 1‑19‑64.

Allman, who meets the description Oswald gave the police, including to his crew‑cut brown hair, told Agent Roger Warner, that he had been standing at the corner of Elm and Houston when the shots were fired.  He saw people who had fallen to the ground.  He ran over to see if they were all right after a brief look around "ran full speed into the Texas School Book Depository Building with the intention of locating a phone and calling his television station WFAA. . . . in a hallway . . . he met a white male whom he could not further identify" who "pointed out a phone."

Allman was Terrance Ford, radio promotions director of the sister radio station.

The Secret Service believed it was Oswald who directed Allman to the phone.

Dallas motorcycle policeman Marrion Baker rushed into the building as soon as he heard the shots.  Running with him was the building manager, Roy Truly.  Truly was ahead of Baker as they ran up the back stairs when Baker said he saw a man though a door and rushed into the lunchroom.  There was Oswald with a coke.  Truly identified Oswald.  Baker and Truly then ran upstairs.

In the Commission's own time reconstructions, Truly, who was ahead of Baker on the stairs and saw nobody coming down -- he returned to join Baker when he realized Baker was no longer with him – got to the lunchroom before Oswald could have.  The Commission itself proved that and then just ignored it.  They even phonied some of it up and still could not make it work.

The rifle was found behind a barricade of cartons of books.  Oswald had to scale that barricade and then place the rifle, from the police picture of it as found, standing horizontally under the overlapping of two cartons of books.  That, of course, would have taken some time.  The police and the FBI did not fingerprint those cartons Oswald would have had to scale two times.  And in the re‑enactment the testimony relating to which was taken by David Belin, instead of Oswald have to scale those cartons, and then hide the weapon so carefully Secret Service agent John Joe Howlett merely took possession of the man supposedly doing what Oswald did when he got to that barricade of boxes.  (I went into this with the Commission's own evidence in Whitewash beginning on page 36).

Despite a few other tricks in an unsuccessful effort to make the re-​enactment work it did not.  They could not get Oswald inside that closed door before first Truly, who was ahead of Baker and then Baker got there.

There was also a hallway leading from the first floor that Oswald could have taken to get there before Truly and Baker but under questioning Baker said what Belin and the Commission actually accepted, that Oswald "had no business there" (Whitewash, page 37, quoting 3H256).

That hallway led to the front door where Arnold said she saw Oswald at the time the motorcade was due there and only five minutes before the shooting.

The police pictures alone establish the impossibility of Oswald having been at that sixth‑floor window firing away and then hiding the rifle the way it was found and still have gotten down and into that second-floor lunchroom before Baker and Truly got there.

I first published the Commission exhibit in Whitewash on page 211.  It shows clearly that the rifle was standing, not merely tossed in, and was under the overlap of those two boxes.  It also shows the barricade of books that had to be scaled twice, going in and coming out, and are without fingerprinting.

Deputy sheriff Eugene Boone and Constable Seymour Weitzman found the rifle as hidden.  It was hidden so well that as Weitzman testified they looked inside that barricade a half dozen times as they searched that floor without even seeing it.  This is, because in addition to being partly hidden by the boxes that overlapped it, it was also covered with loose papers.

(Add citation to picture in NEVER AGAIN!)

All of this, too, was known to the Commission lawyers.  They took the testimony and they had the pictures.

Of all the considerable amount of Commission information relating to the shooting that destroys the case those lawyers built we use a few that are well‑illustrated by official pictures.

In the official story the magic bullet entered the President's neck on his, right side where it curves into his shoulder.  It was actually, from all the evidence, lower, down on his back.  From the alleged entry near the base of the neck this bullet is alleged to have -‑ in the official story absolutely must have -‑ exited the front of his throat through the knot of the tie and collar of the shirt.  From there it had to enjoy its remarkable career of smashing bones in Governor Connally's body , his chest and his wrist and emerge without a scratch.  But in fact as the FBI's pictures of that shirt collar and tie show, neither has a bullet hole.  I first published those pictures in Post Mortem (pages 597‑598) and then in NEVER AGAIN! on pages 244, 245-247 with a computer enhancement of the tie picture on page 247.

There is no hole of any kind in the tie.  There are two slits in the front of the shirt collar.  They do not coincide and they are not even the same length.  The only damage done to the tie and the shirt collar, as the Commission's lawyers know from the testimony they took, was done with a scapel as the nurses, in that emergency situation, cut the tie off.

I emphasize that those are official pictures that, along with the testimony, was known to the staff.

It also knew of the added testimony, the only testimony relating to the clothing before it was removed, that the bullet hole in the front of the President's neck was above the shirt collar.  It did not really work in the invention of those Commission lawyers and it was even more impossible with that bullet hole higher on the President's neck, above his collar, as the only doctor to be in a position to know, Dr. Charles Carrico, testified twice.

Going along with this is what Specter claimed they could not find, any con​temporaneous quotation of the Dallas doctors when they held a press conference.  It was in all the papers, as I cited them in NEVER AGAIN!.  The White House taped that press conference and distributed typed copies to the media as soon as it was typed.  The media used it around the world.  Dr. Malcolm Perry, who made an incision through that wound, was asked if it had been from a shot from the front.  He was asked this three times and all three times he referred to it as an entry wound from the front.

So, aside from the photographic proof of the impossibility of that single bullet fabrication that is not even the theory it is called, there is this description of that wound as an entry wound.  The confirmation was at that same press conference by the chief of neurosurgery, Dr. Kemp Clark.  It is included in the Parklnd Hospital transcript I have and the media had.

With this, enough on the non‑existing magic of that bullet, the Commission said that the second shot missed and struck the curbstone at the diagonally opposite end of Dealey Plaza.

FBI lab agent Lyndal L. Shaneyfelt had that curbstone dug up and taken to the lab for testing.  There then was no bullet hole although the hole exists in the contemporaneous pictures some of which the Commission had.  It had been patched with a concrete paste, as I established in Case Open (Carroll & Graf/Richard Gallen, 1994, pages 162-165) with the results of a scientific examination of that curbstone made at the National Archives, where ??? with the rest of the Commission's records.

As the Commission's own records reflect, the records to which those lawyers all had access and some had to use, in the synopsis of a multi-volume report Dallas FBI case agent Robert P. Gemberling is quite specific in stating that what he referred to as the "mark" rather than the hole left by the bullet that was once here was no longer "visible.

The hole is quite visible in the contemporaneous pictures taken by the media (NEVER AGAIN!, pages 329, 332, and 333).  It is much wider than, at least twice the width of the pen pointing to it in the pictures.

Those lawyers were supposed to be investigating the assassination, including whether or not there had been a conspiracy.  With the absolute impossibility of Oswald having patched that curbstone, who but the actual conspirators had any motive for patching it?  And in patching it destroy forever the traces of bullet that could have been recovered and identified by the FBI's lab.  Or any competent lab.
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If those traces coincided with the ammunition Oswald was said to have used, there was no motive for eliminating them.  They were eliminated only to prevent their recovery for analysis and comparison with the so-called called Oswald bullets.

Earlier I published some of those pictures in Post Mortem (pages 608-609).  In that book I also reproduced in facsimile the FBI's lab work.  It did not file the usual formal report.  What the spectrographer, John F. Gallagher said he detected in that test that is fine to one in a million particles I reproduced in his own handwriting:
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The sketch he refers to, which I reproduced [above] along with his writing in Post Mortem has two parts.  One locates it on the piece of curbstone dug up and the other shows the direction of the supposed bullet but is actually the direction from which the concrete paste was applied.  It is from the opposite direction as the alleged bullet.  Gallagher's sketch shows it as a thirty‑degree angle from the west!

The Texas School Book Depository  was to the east.

That angle, carried back to the Texas School Book Depository would have been well into the sky above that building and Oswald was not in a helicopter.

Those alleged Oswald bullets were analyzed by Gallagher.  In Post Mortem, on page 449, I printed in facsimile [below] his hand written tabulation of the components of those bullets allegedly used in the crime. He listed eleven different elements not, just lead an antimony and no copper alloy.
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So, with this in their files, the Commission's lawyer also knew that the curbstone they had in their evidence had been patched so the hole was covered over permanently and that it could not have been bullet metal that the FBI identified in its lab.

But those lawyers asked no questions about this.  They just pretended that the patch was the impact of the bullet.

Which would be still another kind of magic, a bullet that while spraying concrete from its impact self-healed its hole so that no concrete can be seen to be missing.

With the magic bullet showing not even a visible scratch at after allegedly smashing all the bone in going through two bodies, Specter could not avoid showing it to the medical witnesses he called.  I first went into this in Whitewash in two related chapters, "The Number of Shots" and "The Doctors and the Autopsy" (Whitewash, pages 155-187).

When all the doctors testified that the single-bullet explanation was impossible, Specter asked then a hypothetical question instead about "not this bullet."  His question boiled down to whether one bullet could wound two men.  They agreed that was possible.  But they did not agree it was possible for what was attributed to that bullet.  Quite the opposite.  Even the autopsy doctors testified that was not possible.  But as Specter wrote the Report, quoted in Whitewash on page 177, this is what he said:

All the evidence indicated that the bullet found on the Governor's stretcher could have caused all his wounds (R95).

This is an untrue statement that was known to be untrue, yet the entire Report hangs on it.

Other Commission lawyers were involved with that evidence and those doctors and they all had that testimony.

Tests were performed for the Commission at the Army's Aberdeen Proving Grounds to determine whether the shooting attributed to Oswald was possible.  Those professional shooters, the best in the country, had vastly improved conditions and the rifle overhauled before they used it.  Shims were also placed under the telescopic sight so it would not be as inaccurate.  I first reported this, from the Commission's own evidence, in Whitewash.  I went into it in great detail in NEVER AGAIN! (paces 301‑305).

Not one of the best shots in the country could duplicate the shooting attributed the Oswald who was officially rated by the Marines as a rather poor 'shot'."  The official marines report to the Commission is reproduced in facsimile in Whitewash on page 30.

Those lawyers knew this, too.

The army's top consultant on wounds and the doctor who was to have been called in on all woundings of VIPs was Dr. Joseph Dolce.  When he told Specter and others of the Commission staff that the history attributed to that magic bullet was impossible, with the proofs going back to the Civil War, he was asked to return to Aberdeen and perform tests for the Commission.  He did, but he was never called again.  Not by Specter to any other conference, not to testify, not to produce the results of those tests.

Those tests proved fact that the impact with Governor Connally's wrist alone was enough to deform the bullet and did that with each and every one test fire. That is why Specter did not want to see or hear from him again, and still again, Specter was far from the only Commission lawyer involved in this.

When he was preparing his prize‑winning documentary Reasonable Doubt, I suggested to my friend "Chip" Selby that he interview Dolce.  I knew that in retirement he was in Palm Bench, Florida.  Chip did, on videotape.  He allowed me to use the transcript.  It and the rest of the Dolce story are in NEVER AGAIN! (pages 291-306).

Dolce then reported that he was to have been called in a on all ballistic wounds of VIPs and when the President was assassinated was not.

The conference at which Dolce informed the Commission's lawyers and quite a few others was on April 14, 1964.  The memo on it was written by Melvin Eisenberg on April 22.  The copy I reproduced in facsimile in POST MORTEM (pages 501-502) is from the Commission files.  Eisenberg, Specter and Redlich were at that conference.  Copies of the Eisenberg memo on that conference were directed to seven of the Commission lawyers.

There is no innocence.  They all knew and wrote the exact opposite in their Report.

This could be carried on indefinitely.  There is so much bearing on the integrity of those lawyers.  One that I merely mention because it is in such great detail in Post Mortem is the absolutely prohibited burning of the original holograph of the autopsy (Post Mortem, pages 37-38, 103, 134, 144-145, 160, 253-254,257, 261, 268, 524, 599).  He did this as soon as he knew Oswald was killed and there would be no trial. When he testified before the House assassins committee the chief autopsy prosector, Commander James J. Humes, testified that it was his notes that he burned.  The fact is that I obtained from the Commission files receipts for those notes to the Navy Hospital by the Secret Service, which gave them to the White House physician.  Mrs. Elizabeth Neichter, of Louisville, Kentucky, a court-recognized medical-records expert, as I set in detail in Never Again! (pages 133-150) this is strictly prohibited.

Instead of asking Humes why he destroyed anything at all about the autopsy when he questioned Humes, Specter accepted that as normal.  He then showed Humes two files.  One was the Commission autopsy file, the other a file on the autopsy.  Humes testified his notes were in each of these files.

As of the day he testified.

But they were not printed with that exhibit.  So I searched at the Archives.  Those autopsy notes that existed as of the time of Humes testimony and were to have been published by the Commission did not exist at the Archives.  They were in neither file there.

Aside from all else that is legally, morally, ethically, professionally and administratively wrong with this I asked a then young and bright friend still a student, Howard Roffman, who, when I last heard from him, was an executive of Lucas Films, to go make an independent study of the autopsy protocol to identify how many statements of fact in it do not exist in any disclosed source.  Of the eighty‑eight statements of fact Howard found in the autopsy protocol, 64 have no source! (Post Mortem, page 255).  His detailed memo on this is twenty-one pages long.

If there were, today, a need to validate the autopsy performed on the President by the military whose Commander-in-Chief he was it could not be done.

It cannot be done as a record for history of that great tragedy, that :crime of the century."

If any Commission lawyer had any question at all about the destruction of any part of the autopsy, particularly, the draft of it written before Oswald was killed and it was known that autopsy would have to be presented and examined and cross‑examined at trial, as Humes did testify, I am not aware of it.

Nor did the House assassins committee and all the lawyers among its members and on its staff, raise any question of perjury when Humes testified to them that he had burned his notes after having testified that it was his autopsy draft that he burned.

This is intended as fairness to the Commission's lawyers, to reflect that they enjoyed no monopoly in accepting what is very wrong and so strictly prohibited.

The Commission was also charged with the investigation of the murder of Dallas policeman J. D. Tippit.  as stated earlier, Belin had an important role in that.  One of his responsibilities was to prove to begin with that it was physically possible for Oswald to have killed Tippit. Belin and the Com​mission concluded that he did but the could not get him to the scene of that killing in time to be the killer.  In this brief account, which is limited to presenting the Commission's evidence, I again use what published to reflect how long it had been known and contradicted.

Joe Ball, Belin's partner in their area of the work and the Report, did some of the questioning of those witnesses.  He did not, like Belin, write books after the criticism got under Belin's skin.  In Belin's You Are the Jury, the book in which he says they were right because they say they were right and nothing else is needed, he refers to the Tippit killing as "The Rosetta Stone" of the assassination.  He did not mean that the way his and the Commission's own evidence proves.

The Belin-Ball part of the Report on the Tippit killing states, and I quote from Whitewash. page 54, they state:

If Oswald left his rooming house shortly after 1 p.m. and walked at a brisk pace, he would have reached 10th and Patton shortly after 1:15 p.m.  Tippit's murder was recorded on the police radio at about 1:16 p.m. (R165).

This statement is not in accord with any of the official facts.

Ball asked Mrs. Earlene Roberts, manager of the rooming house, when Oswald left it.  She testified, "maybe 3 or 4 minutes after one."  The Commission, which said he got there at about one, gave itself the benefit of the doubt and held that he left at 1:03.  But what it omits is what Mrs. Roberts also said, that "I saw Lee standing on the curb at the bus stop.  . . . I just glanced out the window that once.  I don't know how long Lee Oswald stood at the curb nor did I see which direction he went when he left there" (Whitewash’s citation to the Commission's own evidence, her affidavit, not mentioned by the Ball and Belin in the Report, (7H439).

At that bus stop, which was for the bus that after making a turn would have taken him to the theater, Oswald had moved a little in the wrong direction for going to the scene. of the Tippit shooting.

This means there was even less than the twelve minutes Ball and Belin gave Oswald to get to where Tippit was killed.

I picked up with Belin again two pages later:

The Report allows Oswald less than 13 minutes to walk from his rooming house to Tenth and Patton.  This generosity towards itself was accomplished by simply ignoring Mrs. Roberts' unquestioned testimony.  As it did with its other Oswald movements, the Commission timed this one with a stopwatch on April 8, 1964.  It did not bother to take sworn testimony from the staff members who did the timing.  Assistant Counsel David W. Belin merely declared while examining Whaley that he and others had walked by what he described as the "long way around route" (6H434).  How long did it take?

Seventeen minutes and forty‑five seconds!  Tippit was killed five minutes before Oswald could have gotten to the scene of his murder!

It is now clear why this is the only one of the time recon​structions not quoted but "interpreted" by the Report.

I go into this further in Whitewash II, with the Commission's own map of the area.  They did not take any "long way around."

I was continuing research in the Commission's published record and files after I finished writing Whitewash II, the early fall of 1966.  It was published that December.  I then found an almost illegible copy of an affidavit I'd not noticed earlier in its Volume 24.  Had the Commission, meaning its lawyers, desired, they could have gotten the original or a copy of the original from the local authorities.  They had their own reasons for preferring the almost illegible carbon copy.

As T. F. Bowley was driving to pick up his wife up he came to the parked Tippit police car and saw the commotion around it.  "I looked at my watch.  It said 1:10 P.M. . . . When I got there the first thing I did was to try to help the police officer.  He appeared beyond help to me.  A man was trying to use the radio in the [police] car but stated he did not know to operate it."

That man was Domingo Benavides, the man Belin and Ball say in the Report did make the call to the dispatcher.

Bowley then goes over what he and the dispatcher said.  He stayed and even helped the ambulance crew.  It was Bowley who picked Tippit's revolver up and laid it on the hood of his car.  Bowley also talked to a police sergeant when he got there.

As Ball and Belin do not state in the Report, the, transcript of the police broadcasts that they had and published confirm Bowley on the difficulty Benavides had in trying to communicate with the police dispatcher.  Belin even knew that Bena​vides had not made that call.  This is reflected in the caption I printed under the facsimile of the Bowley affidavit:

David Belin claims that Oswald's guilt is demonstrated by taking the Tippit murder and working backwards.  Belin should know since he suppressed the evidence proving Oswald could not have killed Tippit.  The Report claimed that Tippit was killed at about 1:15 P.M. because Domingo Benavides reported the killing over Tippit's car radio "at about 1:16 P.M." (R166).  Yet Benevides had told Belin, that another man had placed the call (6H449).  That man, T. F. Bowley, was never questioned by the Commission and is never mentioned in the Report.  This affidavit is published without comment at 24H202.  Yet, if Tippit were killed at 1:10, as Bowley swore, Oswald would have had no more than 7 minutes to walk almost a mile to the scene of the crime, an impossibility of which Belin was well aware.  What better reason for Belin to ignore Bowley and pretend the killing took place later?

As reported above, David Belin had an advance copy of Post Mortem in 1975.  He has made no compliant to me about what I wrote in that book or any other book or at any other time.

For that matter, not any other of the Commission's counsels have written or phoned to protest what I wrote about them or to claim I was unfair or inaccurate in what I said about them.

Nor has anyone else of all I've mentioned in all my books.

This is but a glimpse, far, far from all the Commission's counsel's records on the Commission do to establish what they mean by "honor" as they used the word to defend themselves When the Oliver Stone movie JFK was so embarrassing to them.

They did not do what they were to have done.  They did do what did not need to be done.  They were not honest in what they did and in what they said, what they wrote in the Report.

They did not investigate the assassination itself, which is what they were to have done.

And they did not have the grace and common sense to keep their mouths closed.

It is they who perpetrated this fraud on the country and the world, the fraud of the Report that is not any solution to the assassination.

It is and has been, however, a major cause of disenchantment to the people.

It is still, from what I get in letters and in phone calls from so many people who go out of their way to tell me they had not been born when JFK was assassinated, or how young they were then.

What those Commission lawyers did is without precedent in our history.

Let us hope that it happens never again, the reason for the title of that book.
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northwest corner of Houston and Elm Streets, Dallas, Texas,
but did not see anything that aroused her suspliclon and did
not know from where the phots came. Supplemental listing of
exhibits by ftem number and description prepared. Additicnal
fnvestigation conducted concerning mark on curb on south side
of Main Street noar triple underpass, which it is alleged was
pussibly caused by bullet fired during assassination. No
evlidence of mark or nick on curb now visible. Photographs
taken of location where mark once appeared, together with
other photographa reflecting angle of spuch location in re-
lation to the sixth floor window of the Texas School Book
Deponliory {(1Sbu) frow which assassination shots flired.
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east corner window from which aspassinatlion shots flred,
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