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Dear Jim,

When I anm away, medl somctines accwmilates tc whore it becowmes a problem, I do
have %o go into tie post office in the momming, it is 9 p.m. our tise, apd I'm assuming you
you arc nob guing to phone, I remzined hose either all or almost all of lwwaday in the
oveat you phoncd thens I was gons for no more than an hour yesterday. sgris tekes care of
the perieds of tinmc you spid you night cell, I you arc broke, 1 realifo any call can be
& burden to you. L con rercly aflord loag diotance calls, much as I should meke them,

To the degree a man of strongly-held fielingn can, I try to withhold woral judgo-
ments on peoplas I ray, vith passion, evaluate whan thuy usy or @ay not have done, bub
excs )t with fuselsts whose faselsm 45 relevant, I generally cschew this line. dhen you
tell me Yoore hated Kennedy, I ack you if thot is worse than the really deep hatred
LBJ and Toover bore him., There is = difference in “oore's favore If it is not exeulpatocy,
for exsmple, he could quit and sound off were he principled and brave enough, it does,
very much, mitigate, And I'm not about to oguate what he did and what Hoover dide I know
things that moore did that you do not, and that he has no way of knowingz I koow, I don't
think he'd be proud., But he is the one who tckes orders, not gives theme Hs dil what he
was told to dos Even if he de:dred doing what he did, the major fault lies whth thoso
who omleinzd the official fiction, Thls does not make Mpore innocont, But it leads me
to the feeling that he has a AifTfermnt and legser 'dnd of  uils.

Your lotter of 4/29, az you Xow, is in sone ways iuconsdstent vith what you had

wedtten and said, and it could be interproted as casting C 4n a different role, + have

no objoctions to his feeling me ouk or fecling out what + lmow., The former 1 represented
a8 1% i, The latter, what X said, I scid truthfully, Uoweyer, by no means conpletclys
The same as I said of “core gocs for Uopty, Yorhaps C didn t lmow it, but Hosty wvpubedly
wag the bridgewplaying coipanion of one of the more virulent racists in Dnllas, a die-
reputable ven who, if memory is sccvrate, had a long erdminal record and was a business
assteiate of General Walker. Now, thic is anything but the Xkind of man 1'd chose for o
friend, But so are some of % be eminences, I can think of nothing Hosty did (besides
fail) that he was not told to dos I am certain he perjured hisself before the Warren
Com:dmnion, ond I doubt he'd have done that without instructions.So, wherwin, despite
his nasty beliefs, is Hosty worse than others, for exsmple, aside from his immediate
superiors, some of the liberal lawyera on the Com:lssicn, whose transgressions against
decency, socicty and the traditions and obligations of their calling are great. Are they
good people and Hosty bad? As one accumilotes years, Jim, one tends to sce more aray
through older ayes,

If you've read ny work, you know what I say of gome of ths agents and some of the
things they did and saide But I do not play God. ‘

What you and € do is a docision each o you has to make. I do belicve tuat if he is
for real he can be in jeopardy, cam be damaged in cther ways, and much as I might want
any useful Imovledge he might have, not ot that cost. What Sprague has dore cannot be
undone. But if, as you say, while terrified et the mention of the CTIA C then told rou
to approach Sprogue, I am baffleds It makes only lirdted sense, and that I prafer not
to believe, not of the man you descriles C as being, lie did not need my caution abont
Sprague if he had read anything from him or the CTIA, not a man with his backgroimd,
training and experlence,

Whether or not Sprague responded to your lstter, it mede no difference, He wrote what
he did almost the mimute he got back From oub theres. I sow hinm after I got your letter,
drey ldm asdde, oxplained how lic had been irresponsible, 2tcey low Lgnorant he is of the
basic fact, how much damage he had done and could do, and he thanked me and promised to
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be silent and clroumspocts That lasted overnight, 411l those mute are eaten by ego. Lig

W3S back in the saddle in the morning, andthelaatliwardhemplmungsomtmng
agalnat ne to ihe entire CTIA memberships That buthers me little, for there are none emong
them seve a fow who are my fricnds of wiose opinion I am a% all concerned, end he'll

Tuch bivself witlh theme In any eventy, I do what I think right, rogardless, as you shopld
bo ablu tu sec for yourself, and I fxy not 4o be sulfish in these decipions. To the dugree
e man ean, at least to the degree I can, 1 do wlat is right as I see 1%, and if it denies
ne vhat T want, T am not troubled by ite

That you have ucsted the cnergy of en aglng nan who suddenly feels the years with
his work undone is the least of what you have dones Zut I need not repeat that. I do hope
you learn by ite You are still young.

I do leok formuad %o heering from Ce I hope he sess this is the right way for him,
the way tlat in the future, it any decision is now painful, is the one that will %youble
him lesat. If Hosty bragred, then C knows more ard ia different arcas than he has indicated,
and of different cities than Dallag, 05 the King assassination, I do not lmow how sharp
he is. Ifheiarealshum,hnmnyrcadaomormyomm.Ihopeheduoszmdlhope
he reuctse But there ip aothing I ean do about that save glve hin ‘the advice of a coa who
has lived lenger, hed more experdence with life, and is better able to wrediet what ey
io leter years haunt & younger uwan, Especially one of a minority who camnot be blind to
what 1o teday heprering to all mirsrities, especialiy the onc from which he coreg, snd
ought be intelligent enough to sk hinacll whetber this can flow from the assasainetiona,
Should he later coe +5 realize this iz the case and tha! ho has done less then he miihi,
if he bhas & conscience, it will ngg hiz,

If I bad a choice, I would not exerciss its I have t0 loave it the way the two of
you dos I thtak I'd have 1ittle trouble learaing C's roal ideatity, but I'll not even
trye T know agents, sest and Presont, and I'1l: net mention this o tham, I can consult
the 1ist of nembero of the assceiabicn of fommer agenis, and again I will not. It will
be C8s way, and I hape we both ngree that is the right way, now and for later.

I vigh vou bot_h well,

Sinc{aroly ’




